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Sir richard Branson hosted our five Branson Scholars at his English countryside 
home in May. They literally sang for their supper, entertaining his other guests with 
some pre-dinner music and enjoying the opportunity to thank both Sir Richard 

and Mr Mike Parsons (major donor of the project) for the opportunity they have 
had in attending Stowe School over the past year. With only three weeks to go 
before their return in early July, the next Branson Scholars are eagerly preparing 
for their departure in September.

Sir Richard Branson Hosts Scholars

The dominican Junior 
Marimba Group have made us 
proud – the blood, sweat and 
tears have finally paid off as 
the band made it through the 
rigorous process of the National 
Eisteddfod Academy’s Young 
Performer Awards. Although they 
faced many challenges, these 
learners had the commitment 
and determination to make it to the finals of these prestigious 
awards. Their performance at the University of Johannesburg 
Arts Centre in May was their pièce de résistance, wowing the 
packed audience and netting them the awards for Best Music 
Performance and for Most Inspiring Performance in any category 
and eventually placing them second overall for all disciplines. 
Well done to the group! We look forward to being able to buy 
another marimba soon so that more children can participate. 
— Mrs Linky Kokolo, Marimba Coach 

Marimbas Win Nationals



Where Will you find a volunteer group of Dominican 
High School learners every afternoon? Working in a new 
partnership between our new Interact Club and the 
Kgosi Neighbourhood Foundation (KNF), of course.  This  
is an initiative to assist  primary school children from 
neighbourhood schools who have little or no support at 
home and we aim to make a difference to their school 
achievements with an hour of assisted homework. “Can you 
please come again tomorrow?” That was enough to confirm 
to the DCS learners that they were doing a great job with 
teaching the ABCs and 123s. DCS has instilled the spirit 
of giving to its learners and that is why a group of High 
School learners have dedicated an hour of their week in this 
way. Yani Horn, Assistant Director of the Foundation, which 
operates from the corner of the Dominican campus, wrote in 
thanks: “The children are doing tremendously well. Yesterday 
we had some of the kids waiting at the gate at 13h15 instead 
of 14h30, they were all so excited for their hour of homework 
help. I’ve also had so many parents come up to me and thank 
me for all the help the children are getting. One of the moms 
came up to me in tears to tell me that she often struggles to 
help her child as she is unable to read English; she was very 
grateful! Thank you!” A small and simple way to give back 

the benefits of our education to make a world of difference 
to the education of others.

KNF Homework Centre Opens

The enTire foundation phase had a turn baking this term, 
with much excitement as their “Little Loaves” emerged from 
the oven – what an experience! Their comments tell the story: 

“i enjoyed it when they mixed all the ingredients together, 
it looked delicious. The butter looked like cheese, it made me 
hungry.”  – Liam
 

“i enjoyed eating the bread with the butter, when 
I got home and told mommy, she said when I grow 
up I will bake my own bread and sell it.”  – Bokang 

“It was exciting; I couldn’t wait to taste the bread. 
I enjoyed throwing the sugar in the green bowl. 
We used salt, sugar, water and flour.” – Nkateko 

“i enjoyed mixing the ingredients with my hands and 
made a ball, it felt soft. The bread was nice, I wanted some 
more.” – Omphile

Little Loaves

   

Cotlands Civvies
Fundraising for Cotlands was again a great 
success. Mr Thiel’s PA confused both learners 
and teachers in her school uniform. She got a 
lot of demerits, though, for wearing summer 
uniform with high heels! All in all, the learners 
looked Ayoba! and what was really awesome is 
that DCS raised R1 380 to support terminally ill 
children in Hospice Palliative Care at Cotlands. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Gr 3s Visit A Synagogue
Our theme for this term is Proudly South Afri-
can and we are discussing different religions 
in our country. We were lucky enough to visit 
a synagogue. A synagogue is a place of wor-
ship for the Jewish people. The Jewish people 
have 613 commandments, which they try to 
obey. Every morning before praying, the men 
put on tsitsit. It is made of animal skin and 
string and has knots. The Torah is their Bible. 
Men wear yarmulkes on their heads to show 
that God is in heaven. 
– Luyanda Mthembu, Gr 3R

Gr 00 And Gr Rs 
Visit The Zoo

The children were excited to get onto the bus, 
carrying their own lunches. When we arrived 
at the zoo there were many questions: “Why 
are the lions so big?”, “Why is that bird red?”, 
“Why are the elephants eating with their nos-
es?”, “Why do monkeys have red bums?” The 
children were eager to see the snakes and the 
monkeys. Even the assistant enjoyed herself 
by having a picture taken with the life-size 
statue of Max the Gorilla. We all enjoyed a 
wonderful picnic under the trees and playing 
on the jungle gyms. Upon returning to school 
the children were tired and couldn’t wait for a 
nap – a first!  – Gr 00 and R Teachers

Our Confirmation Retreat
In a very emotional experience, which was 
also an eye-opener, the Gr 11 confirmation 
candidates went on their formal preparation 
retreat. Miss Francisca answered our ques-
tions clearly and this retreat has given us a 
new meaning and a clearer understanding of 
God and his works. I really enjoyed the experi-
ence and wish to thank Mrs Motha and Mrs 
Bouman on behalf of the confirmation group.  
– Gemma Bowes, Gr 11P

Grade 000S viSiT The park
 

WhaT fun we had at Rhodes Park, running from one end of the 
park to the next, and climbing on all the playground equipment. We 
sat down for a well-deserved snack, but soon were off running again! 
We took a long walk around the lake and had a look at the ducks and 
other birds. Then as quickly as we had arrived, it was time to go. We 
had so much fun and can’t wait to go again.   
– Ms Tammy Bradley, Gr 000 teacher

Pre-Primary Out And About



Baptism

Crowning Of Mary

conGraTulaTionS To all those recognised in the 
annual Academic Awards assemblies.
Grade 4  
Sarah Kazembe, Lehlohonolo Makhoadi, Esther 
Mujana LEFT, Reabetswe Madibu, Princess Tshidino.
Grade 5 
Imani Nyezi, Siph’esihle Sibeko, Mpho Moabi, 
Ntulikazi Meela, Tshegofatso Matseba.
Grade 6 
Pulane Maake, Santa Pinheiro, Sinaye Komani, 
Kekeletso Skosana, Jessica Amoda.
Grade 7 
Nobuhle Mazibuko, Michelle Nagel,  
Smanga Mthethwa, Mahlako Mothapo, Mbali 
Skosana.
Grade 8 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS 
Tiago Almeida, Divine-Christine Ssebunnya, Baanetse 
Madiba, Sindile Dube, Thobeka Ngcongo,  
Ayanda Africa, Monwabisi Tshayinca, Bandile Nhlapo.

Grade 8 – MOST IMPROVEMENT 
Tiisetso Moleo, Thabitha Seabi, Mandisa Dlamini, 
Dino Coetzee, Eliszabete Casimiro, Mandisa Chirwa.
Grade 9 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS 
Mpho Ntshong, Jussara Cardosa,  
Miriam Ssebunnya,Lydia Madumo, Nkanyezi Jula, 
Tavena Badianyama, Cameron Rajah, Akshaar 
Ramsurwaj and Naledi Rapeshu.
Grade 9 – MOST IMPROVEMENT  
Andile Dube, Bongiwe Ngele, Lebohang Majola, 
Asanda Nene,Joelene Ndhlovu, Xolile Vilakazi.
Grade 10 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS 
Mokgadi Lebea, Bontle Serai, Nonhle Ndaba, 
Deborah Nzolantima, Theano Shubane,  
Sandile Malawana, Lizeka Makalima,  
Kgololosego Segapo, Lungelo Mphahlele,  
Bridgette Dlamini, Mlungisi Radebe, Nkamogeleng 
Letsie, Mpho Radebe, Tshireletso Mentor.
Grade 10 – MOST IMPROVEMENT  

Grace Thabethe, Zukiswa Mbasa, Jenny Nzolantima, 
Mlungisi Radebe.
Grade 11 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS  
Jean-Pierre Petersen, Ponciana Fita, Dimpho 
Vilankulu, Mbali Nkosi, Mandlenkosi Shingwenyana,  
Xolo Mdlalose, Karabo Galetloe, Griscael Moukoko, 
Zinzi Modige, Remofiloe Sebobe, Marheb 
Badianyama, Makhotso Maiko.
Grade 11 – MOST IMPROVEMENT  
Matshidiso Nhlapo, Mbali Ngcobo,  Thembi Masondo, 
Deolinda Simango.
Grade 12 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS  
Koketso Molotsi, Carina de Beer, Edite Langa, Khotso 
Matobole, Duduzile Maseko, Katlego Motau, Khumo 
Khunwane, Nkrumah Pinheiro, Gosiame Makwela, 
Siphiwe Matore, Vusiwe Mashinini, Lindiwe Khumalo, 
Jambase Magwentshu, Paula Ssebunnya.
Grade 12 – MOST IMPROVEMENT  
Ntheti Morapeli, Patience Mathe, Katleho Mpele.

Head’s Academic Awards

The claTTer of cups and saucers and an air of expectation 
greeted guests invited to share High Tea at Dominican 
Convent. The Matric Dance Committee pulled together a 
special morning of entertainment and lucky draws that 
combined well with the chatter of friends and the chance to 
share a laugh.

GueST Speaker Kate Turkington shared her travels and 
encouraged us to live life without regrets and to reach out 
to achieve what we wanted. Simphiwe Moloi sang a mixture 
of songs that had people keen for more, while past Head Boy 
Leatile Gaelae and Erica Da Silva shared ballads with us. The 
choir (lead by Mrs Motha) performed with their usual aplomb 
and unique style, opening the morning with a beautiful sung 
prayer.

The aWard-WinninG marimba group showed 
us why they are the best, and were followed by our 
own models showing off designer and bridal wear 
from various labels. Variety, colour and talent all 
mixed together for an unforgettable morning. Thanks 
to all hostesses, moms, dads, friends and guests who 
attended! – Dr Lima, MDC Co-ordinator

High Tea Cups Clatter



WORLD CUP MID-TERM BREAK – AYOBA! – GO BAFANA BAFANA!

Monday 12 July JMF Meeting (08h30); Staff workshop (starts at 10h00); Boarders back in hostel by 17h30
Tuesday 13 July School re-opens for Term 2B (07h30)
Wednesday 14 July Deadline for exam mark entries (08h00)
Thursday 15 July School Mass (celebrating the Feast of the Sacred Heart) (Readings Gr 5)
Friday 16 July Outreach Day; Matric Dance (18h30)

cominG up

Primary School Soccer
What a spectacle! our Senior Primary soccer stars played their League matches 
against Asteri Primary. The boys were filled with enthusiasm and displayed good 
ball skills, teamwork and were victorious in many matches. To all the boys – well 
done and keep up the spirit! – Smanga Mthethwa, Gr 7

DCS vs Asteri Primary 
u9 1 – 2 lost
u10 1 – 0 won
u11 0 – 0 drew
u12  2 – 0 won
u13  0 – 0 drew.

Primary School netball
DCS vs Assumption Convent
u9 0 – 8 lost
u10 0 – 14 lost
u11 3 – 14 lost
u12 6 – 10 lost.
Keep striving for success girls! 

– Mrs N Sithole, 
Coach

High School  netball 
An eish! day against St Peter’s College, with some valuable lessons learned!

DCS vs St Peters
u14 0 – 9 lost 
u15 5 – 9 lost 
u16 0 – 15 lost
u17 11 – 7 won 
open 16 – 22  lost.

High School Soccer
DCS vs King’s College (Westrand)
u14 3 – 1 won
u15 4 – 1 won
open 3 – 1 won.

This is how we sum up our league, with an all-round win at King’s College 
(Westrand). Term 2B should be exciting as friendly games are being planned. 
From the mediocre to the semi-professional teams ... we are going to compete 
with all. 

Well done to all the players, and to Mr Matlakala and Mr Masum for all they have 
done this difficult season.
– Sidrick Moore, 
Head of Sport

We have many challenges at Dominican Convent School. Whatever our role 
in our special community is, there is something that calls us every day to 
work that little bit harder, to attempt new and exciting things, to be that little 
bit better than we were the day before. There are also many things which 
seem sent to weigh us down and to make the path that much more difficult. 
The current pride sweeping across the country is a lesson for us all. The 
preparations for the World Cup did not happen overnight (even if the trees 
on the way to the airport appeared overnight!). The planning, the building, 
the systems, the marketing, the stadiums, the Gautrain, the readiness all 
happened in spite of many challenges, to allow us to welcome the world to 
our country. The success of our hosting has depended (and will continue to 
depend) on many individual efforts coming together into a fantastic whole. 
Lots and lots of little steps ...

So it is with Dominican – lots of individual efforts make for great success and 
create a school where we are proud of individual and group achievement. 
This half-term has had it all and finishes now, after a full set of examinations, 
with the promise of fun and happiness as we enjoy being the centre of the 
world’s attention. The newsletter outlines many of the little steps of the 

past few weeks, but there are many more that might not be mentioned, all 
important in your individual responsibility for your school. Well done to all of 
you (children, teachers, admin staff and parents) for what you have done to 
make our school work so well this term. Take that responsibility out into your 
communities to make the World Cup work just as well, and return buoyed up 
by the knowledge that you have played a part as a proud South African. 

We say thank you and farewell today to Mr Sihle Vilakazi, who will be teaching 
at a smaller private school after mid-term, and to Ms Claudia Malzer, our 
German Gap Student, who returns to Europe after the World Cup.
 

Enjoy this special time, travel safely and come back even more enthusiastic 
for the important part you play in the school.
Kind regards

Mr Mike Thiel
Headmaster 

From The Headmaster

Sports News

   

Dominican raffle
Please remember to keep selling these raffle 
tickets throughout the soccer break – get an 
extra list from the office whenever you return 
the old one. Only R10 per ticket with BIG cash 
prizes to be won and school fee discounts. 
The class and learner who sell the most win 
their own prizes. Everyone benefits from the 
money raised, so get selling!

Dettol Shona Khona 2010 
Competition

Please collect Dettol soap wrappers for the 
Shona Khona Competition and send these 
to school between now and the end of term 
in August. The more we collect, the more we 
can win in a competition featuring prizes for 
revamping our school premises.


