
The dance, marimba and 
drumming clubs were given 
the amazing opportunity to 

take part in the NEA competition 
during the Term 1 holidays. Three 
marimba bands,  our drumming 
ensemble, the hip-hop duo and the 
gumboots group had made it to the 
second round of the competition. 
After months of practicing during 
breaks we set forth to perform on 
the enormous stage of the Roode-
poort Theatre. 

When we arrived, we watched 
different cultural and western dance 
and music groups. Watching the 

performances didn’t help to ease our 
anxiety either because our competi-
tion were masters of their art. Our 
co-ordinator, Mr Ratlhagane calmed 
our nerves by reminding us of all 
the hard work we had put into our 
performances and that there was 
nothing to fear because he believed 
in us and that we should too. 

I got the opportunity to watch 
my schoolmates perform before my 
gumboots group was called and I 
watched with so much pride, not 
only of my fellow dancers, but our 
cultural group as a whole. Finally it 
was time for the gumboots group 

to take the stage. Performing on 
that huge platform with bright 
lights shining on our faces created 
a mixture of emotions within me. I 
felt excited, happy, nervous, content 
and terrified all at the same time .It 
was such a rush. All in all, the NEA 
semi-finals was an unforgettable 
and irreplaceable experience that I 
will never forget. It also taught me 
a lot about performing arts and ex-
posed me to so much beauty in the 
arts that we do and I will forever be 
grateful for witnessing, taking part 
in ,and experiencing it all.

—KEOREPETSE LEBELE, GRADE 11

Young Performers Shine
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IN SYNC Gumboot Dance Troupe performs

THE ARTS



This week, as South Africans 
headed to the polls to chart out the 
next five years of civil leadership, 
our school marked the life of Do-
minican Saint Catherine of Siena. 
Like us, St Catherine lived in diffi-
cult times, where some of the people 
in power abused their positions for 
their own gain while many other 
people around them suffered. Many 
were afraid to speak out against 
what they saw around them, but 
Catherine prevailed, with her phi-
losophy to “proclaim the truth and 
...not be silent through fear.” She 
gave counsel to the Pope and did her 
best to create more peace and justice 
in the world around her.

At Dominican, we seek to nur-
ture this courage in our children, as 
well as the courage to take action to 
improve a society where so much 
seems to be dysfunctional and bro-
ken. Many senior learners explore 

plans to leave the country after 
matriculation—in essence to escape 
the problems on their doorstep. We 
ask the learners to stay. 

South Africa is a wellspring of po-
tential. It is not poor. It suffers from 
a poverty of opportunity. Many 
of us—educators, staff, learners, 
parents—are so caught up in surviv-
ing the challenges to our security,  
meeting monthly financial obliga-
tions, and trying to find some hope 
in the generally depressing news 
that fills our newsfeeds during the 
day, that we have forgotten to stop 

for a moment. We need to raise our 
bowed heads, to realise our power 
and potential, to “be the change we 
wish to see in the world.” We must 
act because there is no-one left to do 
it for us. 

It has been so inspiring to see 
how many of our learners have 
taken action this year to read to pre-
school children who have no books 
at home and collect food and cloth-
ing for those in need. Parents, your 
role in supporting these initiatives 
is planting the first seeds of change 
in your children's hearts. Don't stop 
there. If your children wish to be 
teachers, police officers, social en-
trepreneurs or politicians,  support 
them. There is no-one else who will 
fill these roles if they are not filled 
by your children. Change begins at 
home. What are you doing to mend 
our broken society?
PAUL HORN   |  HOD, LIFE ORIENTATION
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Saturday, 11 May
09:00 Open Day until 12h00
07:00 CSSC U11 Soccer and Netball

Monday, 13 May
08:00 Grade 4C Retreat in Parish Hall
11:45 Grade 4P Retreat in Parish Hall 

Tuesday, 14 May
09:00 Grade 11 Geo, Life Sciences excursion
08:00 Grade 4S Retreat in the Parish Hall
13:00 IP Soccer vs Hirsch Lyons

Wednesday, 15 May
07:30 Deputy Assembly/HS Staff Meeting
07:40 CSO Jhb Grade 11 Diocesan Mass

Mathematics Olympiad Second Round
14:00 HS Netball vs St Theresa
13:00 HS Soccer vs Crawford, Sandton

Thursday, 16 May
07:40 School Mass (Readings – Gr 11 Mrs Motha)
07:30 Banangoes: Grade 12 Accounting 
13:00 IP Netball vs Bishop Bavin (Away)
13:00 HS Soccer vs Yeshiva (Away)

NEA Semi-finals

Friday, 17 May
14:00 Headmaster’s Staff Meeting

Upcoming Events

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Be the Change

“Proclaim the 
truth and do  
not be silent 
through fear.” 
—ST CATHERINE OF SIENA


