
On 25 July, Grade 10 and 11 
Geography learners set forth 
to the Vaal river to get a 

better understanding of river basins 
and human settlement patterns along 
the river's edge. Part of the experience 
included a boat ride up and down the 
river where learners could witness how 
the river banks were affected by the 
water f low and how a rise or drop in 
water f low from f looding or drought 
would affect the built environment and 
human activity on the edge of the Vaal. 
They also had the opportunity to see 
how water management, using a series 
of dams, impacts river life. 

One learner later wrote:
“Yesterday we went on a boat ride at 

Stonehaven. We were given tasks to do 
based on where we were going and the 
questions were much easier to answer 
because we could see the answers in 
the environment around us instead of 
trying to imagine the concepts in the 
classroom. This will help me in future 
tasks because I have a better under-
standing of how things are situated in 
relation to one another. For example, I 
have a better understanding of why a 
house is built a certain distance from 
the river. 

We also learned about how people 
who live along the river or close to 
the river are affected by f loods and 
droughts. Some people lose their jobs 
or have to go on unpaid leave.  

The day also had cross-curricular 
learning moments that related to Life 
Science, Life Orientation, and Business 
Studies. This type of integrated learn-
ing is much more memorable and I'm 
grateful to have had this experience.”

—BHAMBATHA NDABA, GRADE 10

Let the River Flow
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ON THE RIVER Learners pause for a moment on their journey down the Vaal for a photo. 

OUT IN THE WORLD



As the term draws to a close, I 
would like to remind the learners how 
lucky they are to have a great school 
with good facilities, a full complement 
of dedicated staff and a strong ethos 
based on Christian values.

At Dominican, we provide the best 
opportunities for learners to graduate 
as responsible and productive citizens. 
In essence, this sums up what Do-
minican is all about: the development 
of young people and the role that we 
play in helping them grow to their full 
potential. Young people who leave Do-

minican at the end of their schooling 
are confident, energetic and passionate 
individuals, ready to take their place in 
South Africa and to make a meaningful 
and significant contribution.

A school, first and foremost, is a 
place where children come to learn 
and the pursuit of academic excellence 
remains one of our strategic goals at 
Dominican. We offer learners myriad 
opportunities to become involved in 
sport, drama and a variety of other cul-
tural activities. We believe we should 
educate the whole child and give the 

young people in our care the opportu-
nity to find their own niche in life and 
to excel in their own particular way. 

I have come to realise that ours is a 
school where issues related to educa-
tion are constantly thought about and 
energetically debated.
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Upcoming Events

FROM THE HEAD OF PRIMARY SCHOOL

Living School

Monday, 30 July
Grade 5 Soweto Tour

Tuesday, 31 July
Grade 8 outing to Bag Factory

16:00 PS Report Collection (until 18:00)

Wednesday, 1 August
09:40 Deputy Assembly
10:35 Staff Birthday Tea

G12 Accounting Olympiad Round 1
15:00 Board of Governors’ Meeting
16:00 HS Report Collection (until 18:00)

Thursday, 2 August
07:40 Grade 9 outing to August House

Friday, 3 August
Final Term Mass

12:15 End of Term 2

Robert Schuller once said, “Failure doesn’t mean you are a failure, it just means 
you haven’t succeeded yet.” On the 25th of July we played a semifinal match against 
Marist Brothers. Both teams played very well and to the best of their abilities. 
Marist Brothers proved to be the better team, as they won 2-1. We were very sad-
dened by this, but also felt very proud as we’d made it this far. All our extra practice 
sessions during the holidays, as well as during the exams, hadn’t completely gone to 
waste. We plan to redeem ourselves and prove that we haven’t failed, we just haven’t 
succeeded yet. 

—LUTHANDO JIKAJIKA, GRADE 9

Strong Season Ends
SPORT


