
As the summer sun set on 
Dominican  Convent School, 
the air filled with the sweet 

strains of carols, strings, and recorders. 
Holiday lights twinkled while Founda-
tion Phase parents and children in elf 
hats enjoyed a light picnic on the grass. 
Learners sang well-known Christmas 
carols in both English and vernacu-

lar languages, led by the talented Mr 
Keneyon Loock on the keyboard. Po-
ems were performed and the violin and 
recorder students performed select mu-
sical items. All told, everyone enjoyed 
the first-ever Carols by Moonlight.  

“While we were singing we saw the 
planet Mars.” LULAMA MZANGWE, 3T

“I played Jingle Bells with my violin. My 
mom was very proud.”  
TLHONOLOFATSO NKOSI, 3F 

“I liked having a picnic. I e njoyed saying 
a poem.” 
OMPHILE AND OLERATO MASILO, 
GRADE 2

Holiday Glow
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HOLIDAY CHEER  A Foundation Phase family enjoys a concert on the lawn.

CAMPUS COMMUNITY
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Upcoming Events

Monday, 12 November
09:00 Gr12 IEB FINAL EXAM:Mathematics 

PP Marks due on Pencilbox

Tuesday, 13 November
09:00 Gr12 IEB FINAL EXAM: IT P1 

CSO Johannesburg Principals’ Lunch 

Wednesday, 14 November
09:00 Gr12 IEB FINAL EXAM: HISTORY P11

FP Marks due on Pencilbox
15:00 Board of Finance Meeting

Thursday, 15 November
07:40 School Mass (Readings: Grade 7 Afrikaans)
09:00  Pre-Primary Blessings in the Chapel
09:00 Gr12 IEB FINAL EXAM: Maths Literacy PI
14:00 Culture Planning Meeting 

Friday, 16 November
09:00 Gr12 IEB FINAL EXAM: Accounting PI
14:00 Gr12 IEB FINAL EXAM: Accounting PII

Doing one's best is a philosophy by 
which I believe every student should 
strive to live. After all, no one can do 
more than this and, at the same time,  
it underpins the very foundation of  
one's character.

It allows for the development of cour-
age, perseverance, discipline, determina-
tion, a positive attitude, which are all 
key attributes needed, not only at school, 
but in the wider world to which our 
students are heading.

In essence, doing one's best is very 
much a personal matter and no one can 
own it for you or fully understand what 
it means for the individual. It is some-
thing that has to be lived, something 
that has to be experienced.

The reality is that each one of us 
are aware of this simple life truth, it is 
something from which we cannot hide, 

it follows us around and rests deep in 
our psyche. Human nature is such that 
at times we run from it or suppress it 
because it has a cost factor that at times 
we do not want to pay.

Instead, we opt for reasons why we 
have not performed to our best and 
become masters of excuse, yet we know 
that we have let ourselves down.

My concern is that if we do not real-
ize the implications of this truth during 
our formative years at school, are we 
ever able to recover this after school or 
is it too late?

The matric class wrote their English 
Paper 1 on Tuesday and as I walked 
through the parish hall, the question 
uppermost in my mind was whether or 
not these young adults have developed 
the essential character skills that will 
serve them with distinction next year 

and beyond.
The evidence is strongly suggesting 

that Dominican Convent students have 
learnt this life lesson, not only through 
the achievements in the final matricula-
tion examinations but from what we see 
and hear of our alumni who are becom-
ing trail blazers of their own.

My thoughts and prayers are with 
the Matric class in particular at this time 
in their young lives. 

 
 
 
graham howarth 
Executive Headmaster

FROM THE HEADMASTER'S DESK

Your Best, or Nothing at All


