
This year’s Critical Thinking 
day kicked off with a rather 
compelling topic: Gender 

Equality. The short day encouraged 
more compressed engagement for 
learners and teachers. We had an op-
portunity to explore how gender is 
portrayed in the media, taking note 
of the positive and negative images 
media often advertises. Learners and 
teachers responded with wonder-
ment and awe at the many media 

images we see every day and never 
notice are bias and had to use cre-
ative imagining and innovating to 
find possible solutions to some of the 
problems that arose. The second task 
encouraged empathy for the plight 
of boys and girls as well as men and 
women, as teachers and learners par-
ticipated in a stadium activity that 
forced one to be silent and to listen 
at times,  to also speak at other times. 
Judging from the reluctance to end 

the day sooner than before and the 
consistent engagement by both 
teachers and learners on this day, it is 
safe to say that we are off to a good 
start for the year. 

—NOLOYISO LANGE, EDUCATOR

“I learnerd how important it is to 
understand each other from their 
perspective of gender equality.” 

—KEYAN NAIDOO, GRADE 8

Gender: New Perspectives

Cnr Marshall and Boom, Belgravia, Johannesburg [t] (011) 614 6943 • [f ] (011) 614 8780 or (011) 624 3124 head@dominican.co.za 

www.dominican.co.za           dominicanconventschool        dcsbelgravia

veritas
VOL 21 NUM 7  1 MARCH 2019

CRITICAL THINKING

GENDER STADIUM Learners took part in the gender stadium to better understand the joys and challenges of being young men and young women.



I found an article recently that I 
thought you may find interesting. It 
is written by well-known Catholic 
educator, Dr Wayne Tinsey, who is 
the Executive Director of Edmund 
Rice Education in Australia. It is his 
view on what schools and parents 
should be teaching their children as 
we prepare them for the adult world. 
He states:

"Achievement and success in a 
school will not be measured by 
exam results or university admission 
scores. The measure of success will 
be this: How well have we prepared 
students to meet the challenges to 
come? How strong is their resolve? 
How generous is their spirit? How 
willing are they to embrace a future 
with less materialism but with more 
of what matters?

In whatever walk of life they 
find themselves, whether they walk 
a world stage or a more humble 
one, are they convinced that the 
only way forward for all of us is in 
a world dedicated to the common 
good over individual gain?

As parents and teachers, prepar-
ing young people for what comes 
is the great work of our lives. If we 
have not convinced them of the 
absolute necessity of living a life for 
others, then we have failed more 
than them—we have failed the fu-
ture, and tomorrow will be a more 
dangerous place because of it." 1

1 Tinsey, W., 2016. Touchstones: Stories, 
Thoughts and Reflections on Catholic Education 
and the Christian Vision. 1st ed. Australia: David 
Lovell Publishing.

Living a life of significance that is 
purpose-driven is surely what we all 
want for our children. It is in finding 
this purpose that our lives will have 
meaning and as a consequence both 
joy and happiness will be a constant.
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Saturday, 2 March
09:00 CSSC Cultural Festival at DCS
07:30 SAHETI Netball Tournament

Monday, 4 March
Grade 12 Dramatics Arts Practical Exam

Tuesday, 5 March
Grade 12 Visual Arts Practical Exam
CSO Marketers’ Meeting
Grade 10 Geography Outing to the Vaal

10:30 Staff Shrove Tuesday

Wednesday, 6 March
07:40 Ash Wednesday (Readings – Grade 12 )

Grade R Retreat at Parish Hall
10:30 Administration Department Meeting

Thursday, 7 March
RE Forum/Seminar
Grade 12 Exams Begin

Friday, 8 March
IP First Draft Report Comments Deadline

14:00 Combined Headmaster’s Staff Meeting
 

Upcoming Events

FROM THE HEADMASTER'S DESK

Live For Others

} GAMES OPEN BOYS

7|2St John's Tournament

SPORT

8th place
OUT OF 32 TEAMS

Njabulo Shabangu, Grade 12, was selected as one of five players out of more 

than 350 for the tournament's All-Star Team.


