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SEEING MORE THAN THE OUTSIDE Students took time to consider what people might miss if they are only judged by surface appearance.

In an image-saturated society, the 
ability to analyse and understand 
the intention and impact of im-

ages that individuals are exposed 
to is imperative to success.  Last 
week, on the Critical Thinking Day, 
High School learners were taught 
the skill of how to analyse images, 
and completed tasks focused on 
understanding the intention behind 

images, and the role images play 
in people’s lives and the formation 
of stereotypes. The tasks helped 
learners understand the relationship 
between the message of an image 
and the formation of an individual’s 
own identity. Marie Justine in Grade 
9 reported: “Thinking Day chal-
lenged me to think about what is 
happening around me and accept 

my own self and my image”. Think-
ing Theme Day is one of the ways 
Critical Thinking Skills are being 
taught at Dominican. If learners 
can implement the skills learned 
from this day to their own learning 
every day, there is no doubt they 
will achieve higher marks across the 
curricula’s, form healthy identities 
and succeed after school. 

CRITICAL THINKING



There is a truth and reality to all 
things, this much is obvious. 
What is less obvious is how we 

respond and react to this truth and 
reality. On the 8th March the world 
celebrated International Women's 
Day. This is a day in which attention 
is drawn to the inequalities that still 
exist in society between men and 
women.The fact that a day is dedicated 
to this reality is testimony to the way 
in which women are still perceived in 
the modern world. 

This is a depressing reality highlight-
ed by the recently released crime 
statistics in South Africa in which 110 
reported rape cases occur each day in 
South Africa.

This statistic defies belief and is 
compounded by the fact that the vast 
majority of rape cases in South Africa 
are not reported.

How do we react to this reality? Do 
we ignore it and hope that somehow 
things improve? Or do we choose to 
make a stand and say “No more!”

At Dominican Convent School we 
say no more by creating a culture in 
which we address the many issues 
facing our society. As a Thinking 

School we are determined to create an 
environment in which our students 
are exposed to such realities and chal-
lenged to find solutions.

How encouraging it was then to read 
the mission statement of one of our 
students:

“I will be a bold, fearless civil rights 
attorney who empowers women and 
children in South Africa. I will break 
the stigma that suggests that women 
are objects that should be owned by 
men. I shall achieve this by safeguard-
ing the rights of women and children 

by battling tirelessly in court to put 
those who violate the rights of wom-
en and children behind bars. I will 
educate and empower women ........ 
through mentorships, sponsorships 
and training programs.

I will never forget the community 
where I grew up, where the rights of 
women and children were continu-
ously being violated and nothing was 
done about it. Women were made 
to feel inferior and were victimized 
because they were not independent. 
Despite all the challenges I will face 
I know that I will succeed.... because 
I am a firm believer in Christ, I am 
internally motivated, courageous, re-
silient and I have good analytical skills 
and I have integrity.”

This is powerful, is it not?

As a community let us become the 
change that this country needs by ex-
posing the truth and reacting to it in a 
way that is humanizing and affirming.  

Yours sincerely, 

graham howarth 
Executive Headmaster
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Forming Future Leaders
FROM THE HEADMASTER'S DESK

Saturday, 25 March
07:00 Ntokozo Zwane Funeral (Protea Glen)

Monday, 27 March
Grade 12 Comments, Marks deadline
HS Basketball Playoffs and Finals Week

Tuesday, 28 March
08:00 Grade 1 Outing to Rietvlei

Wednesday, 29 March
08:30 G10 Retreat (Boys) at St Vincent’s

CSC Executive Meeting

Thursday, 30 March
07:45 School Mass (Readings: Grade 7)

G10 Retreat (Girls) at St Vincent’s

Upcoming Events

HIGH SCHOOL SPORT

} POINTS
vs Edenvale

} GOALS
vs Waterstone

OPEN BOYS
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How do we react 
to this reality?  
Do we ignore it 
and hope that 
somehow things 
improve? Or do 
we choose to 
make a stand and 
say “No more!”

—GRAHAM HOWARTH

OPEN GIRLS
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NTOKOZO ZWANE

29 june 2000 – 21 march 2017
rest in peace


