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A TIME TO PRAY  Our Lenten Journey included a service where our bad habits were symbolically burned in order that we might live better lives. 

On Sunday, we mark the 
beginning of Holy Week, 
a time when Christian 

churches remember the last days of 
Jesus' life. In many ways, Palm Sun-
day mirrors the context in which 
we find ourselves today.  Jesus' ar-
rival in Jerusalem was interpreted 
by many as a moment of political 
revolution by a people oppressed by 
foreign rule. 

Our faith teaches us that Jesus' vi-
sion was much greater than creating 
a Kingdom of God on earth. He 
taught that all people needed to 
reform their lives in a way where 

selfishness and intolerance had no 
place, and where humanity was 
not separated by class, gender, or 
creed. For the religious and political 
leaders of the time, this message of 
tolerance, equality and hope repre-
sented a threat to their power, and 
for that Jesus was killed. 

Our Lenten Journey over the past 
40 days has not been easy. Our faith 
and values have also been tested, 
as we lost a member of our student 
body, and as we face uncertainty 
about South Africa's economic and 
political future. The time and effort 
we have given to strengthening our 

faith and values, as well as the time 
given to asking for forgiveness and 
changing our behaviour, will be 
beneficial in the days ahead.

Christianity is fundamentally about 
hope—love and truth can prevail 
over injustice and avarice. The 
events of Holy Week tell this story 
of hope. May we all be inspired by 
the resolve of Jesus and his follow-
ers, and consider how we can build 
a better world through actions 
informed by our strengthened faith 
and moral fibre. Remember that in 
these "desert moments" our faith is 
tested. Happy Easter!

 ETHOS



Like South Africa as a whole, Domini-
can Convent School is abuzz with dis-
cussion regarding the recent political 
developments.

Of course opinions are diverse and 
varied, however, what is important is 
that our students are part of these con-
versations. Many of our students are 
heavily invested in what is currently 
happening and, as a Thinking School, 
we encourage debate and discussion 
around these issues.

A critical component of a Dominican 
education is the formation of a stu-
dent's reasoning capacity. In a world 
that is highly complex, where truth is 
difficult to locate at times, where fake 

news abounds and hidden agendas 
are prevalent, it is essential to equip 
our students with the ability to make 
a decision, to reach a conclusion and 
formulate an opinion.

Our role as educators is to drive this 
process of self actualization and identi-
ty and to allow it to develop systemat-
ically. It is not our intention to suggest 
or inf luence what our students should 
believe but rather to help facilitate  
this process.

What is key, however, is that opinions 
and beliefs are formed, not by emotion 
but by a careful understanding and 
analysis of the relevant facts. Further-
more, these opinions must be able to 

stand the test of scrutiny and reasoned 
debate resulting in a positive contribu-
tion to the narrative under discussion.

South Africa needs people with cool 
heads, people with balanced opinions 
and ultimately people who are first 
and foremost defenders of that which 
is true, just and honest, in which the 
rights of all citizens are vociferously 
guarded in keeping with and as out-
lined in the Constitution.
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Saturday, 8 April
Term Boarders Outing

Monday, 10 April
07:30 G11 Geo Outing to Haartebeespoort Dam
16:00 PS Report Collection (until 18h00)

Tuesday, 11 April
08:30 FP Easter Hat Parade Fundraiser
15:00 Board Finance Subcommittee Meeting
16:00 HS Report Collection (until 18h00)

Wednesday, 12 April
11:00 Stations of the Cross Service
12:10 SCHOOL CLOSES – END OF TERM 1
12:15 Paschal Meal – All Staff

Upcoming Events

Nurturing Active Citizenship
FROM THE HEADMASTER'S DESK

KWASUKA
SUKELA
FOOTPRINTS

DOMINICAN CONVENT 
HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS

4–5 MAY
18:30 
DCS HALL
FREE ADMISSION    

TICKETS 
PDUTOIT@DOMINICAN.CO.ZA


