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PASSING ON THE LIGHT OF FAITH Confirmation candidates receive special candles from their parents as part of the celebration.

C onfirmation is one of the last 
initiation rites of the Catholic 
Church and, due to the pres-

ence of the Holy Spirit, strengthens 
one's relationship with God . It re-
quires a rejection of all evil. In order 
for one to pursue this faith journey, 
a candidate must wholeheartedly 

accept the Holy Spirit, confess their 
sins and further their knowledge of 
the Catholic Church. 

With Mrs Motha guiding us on the 
path of faith, and with the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit to further our faith 
and knowledge, we managed to end 
our journey with peace and joy in 

our hearts knowing that God is  
with us.

Confirmation was a moment of 
unity with the Holy Spirit, a blessed 
feeling and had lightened my days  
of darkness.

—ATLEGANG MAKOU, GRADE 11

 ETHOS



More and more am I convinced that 
the ills that have befallen our beautiful 
country are due to an inability to fo-
cus in on our shared humanity. I have 
spoken about this before and believe 
that too much rhetoric exists at vari-
ous levels around our differences as a 
nation, rather than that which should 
unite us.

Central to this is often a superficial 
attempt to understand our neighbour, 
whoever our neighbour might be. The 
Gospel of Matthew does not say love 
you neighbour as yourself if he/she fits 
the profile you desire or court. This 
Commandment has no conditions 
to it and simply asks us to love those 
around us.

So why does this appear so difficult?  
I am certainly baff led by this, perhaps 
it is due to a diet that we have been fed 
historically by so-called leaders with 
another agenda. Equally, the diet we 

are being fed today from some quar-
ters appears to be following a  
similar trend.

However, it is too easy to blame other 
forces or people. As a school that chal-
lenges its students to think about their 
thinking, it is our responsibility as 
citizens of this country to do the same 
and interrogate not only our own 
thinking in this regard but also how to 
respond appropriately to our neigh-
bour, whoever he or she might be.

My way of doing this is to sincerely 
try and understand the context and 
reality of the people with whom I 
interact daily. By so doing, I hope to 
give integrity to their story and to see 
beyond the person standing in front of 
me. In the past few weeks I have had 
the opportunity to engage with myr-
iad South Africans from very diverse 
backgrounds, which has humbled me.

In listening to their stories I have come 
to deeply appreciate the realities of 
the people behind the stories and have 
gained, not only a deeper understand-
ing of the complexities of the rainbow 
nation, but more importantly a pro-
found respect for my fellow South and 
Southern Africans.

This has left me inspired and with an 
even deeper commitment to un-
derstand my neighbour, not simply 
because everyone is due my respect 
but because it makes me a transform-
ing human being with far greater 
potential to unconditionally love those 
around me.
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Upcoming Events

What Is Your Story?
FROM THE HEADMASTER'S DESK

Monday, 4 September
Staff Development and Training

17:30 Boarders Return

Tuesday, 5 September
07:30 School Re-opens for Term 3 

League Finals
HIGH SCHOOL SPORT

On 2 August, Coach Moose Maseko 
and the U16 Soccer Boys headed 
to Sacred Heart to play in the 2017 

League final. In their second Finals 
appearance in two years, the Boys 
fought relentlessly, but lost 2–5. 


