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Keeping people up to date with
the diverse activities of Dominican
Convent School is very difficult! On
most weeks a newsletter is produced
which is aimed at reporting on
activities, informing of upcoming
events, reminding about issues,
challenging to think about life and
keeping communication channels
open. Children and staff across the
school contribute to this weekly
document, making it the voice of
the entire school. We seldom leave
things out (unless we forget!) and
we always have far too many lengthy
contributions to include and a
waiting list for future editions – all a
sign of a healthy and busy school. We
want to share our happy, exuberant
range of activities with those who
read it in visual and colourful format.
We are proud of our school and hope
that this pride comes across!
So, dip into the pages of this
magazine, where we try to represent
the diverse array of activities on offer
at our school, the achievements, the
interactions and the personal and
institutional growth that have made
2010 a fantastic year for our school.
Enjoy!

“Where is the camera?” is a frequent question across the school, almost always at short notice. Thank you to the MANY people who
take and submit photographs, and especially to our team of “professionals” pictured above (from left to right): Mr Kurt Baatjies, Mr
Llewellyn Lundall, Khanyisa Masilela, Ponciana Fita and Mrs Ntsoaki Sithole
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FROM THE HEADMASTER
To operate at the cutting edge of excellence, to aim for
the best programmes on offer and to strive for the highest
quality care costs money. So, while our ethos calls on us
to find ways to allow as many as possible to experience
this quality in our school, we have to operate on a tight
financial model and insist on up-to-date fee payment.
Without this up-to-date stream of income our school
would close and nobody would benefit. Thank you to
those parents and caregivers who take the duty to pay
on time seriously. This is the first of your duties to your
children’s education.

L E T T E R S
F R O M

Looking back on a year at Dominican Convent School
can either be compared to observing a whirlwind and its
results, or enjoying a tranquil and picturesque setting and
the joy that it brings. Looking back on 2010 brings a fair
measure of both, and a good deal of satisfaction at what
has been achieved.

T H E
L E A D E R S

It was a momentous year for all in South Africa and
nobody could escape the highs of the World Cup or
deny that for the months leading up to the tournament
and during the actual event, South Africa was a changed
place. We were able to stand tall and know that we had
enormous capacity, that the potential in our people was
unending and that talent needed little more than a stage
to showcase itself. How similar to our school, where our
children shone both within and outside of our school
grounds. If we have achieved nothing else, I know that
2010 was a year in which all our children had unending
opportunities to grow in new directions. It was also a year
in which our school took further steps towards ensuring
the long-term sustainability of our educational model.
What is our educational model? Why is it that we have
grown by over 35% in the past five years? What do
we offer a developing South Africa that is of value? All
challenging questions indeed! Our ethos as a Catholic and
Dominican school reminds us that we must be accessible
to all who truly want a Dominican education. This does
not, of course, mean that we can simply accept anybody
into the school. Being an independent school allows us
freedom of choice. Through this freedom we have chosen
to be a school of academic excellence, a place where
a spiritual journey is nurtured for all and a place where
balance is created in our lives.
2
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Thank you also to those donors who continue to support
our model – without the corporate donors mentioned in
this magazine and the many individuals who give each
month to grow the vulnerable children programme,
we would not be an economically viable concern. Our
model is to be an affordable, independent school that
attracts children from diverse economic backgrounds,
from the wealthy to the destitute, and to fund a school
of excellence that teaches understanding and empathy
by living the belief that all children have potential and
empathy is learnt in the experience of growing up with
children from all backgrounds.
I know that this is the reason we are an expanding school
– we are a “real” South African school. If we were a school
drawing from either moneyed or destitute children
exclusively, we would be perpetuating the concept of
“financially rich privilege” or of “poor with little hope”.
South Africa needs a new model, an environment where
our children can grow up together in a community where
excellence is demanded, where the bar is always being
lifted, where children (and their parents) understand that
although our backgrounds are different, our aspirations
are similar, and a place where we can do this while being
taught the spiritual resilience needed to survive the
challenges of the 21st Century.
This is the value that we offer our country – an educational
example of what South Africa could be. This is the reason
we continue to grow, and this is the reason I am proud to
lead this school.
Congratulations to all on your input into Dominican’s
success in 2010, and thank you for the part you have
played in building a school of significance.

_________________________________
Mr Mike Thiel
Headmaster

L E T T E R S
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GOVERNORS
The Dominican Convent School Board of Governors had
an excellent year in which the acquisition of the two
new properties in Marshall Street for additional boarding
space can be seen as the most significant development.
This, along with the rejuvenation of the Parent Council
(under the leadership of Mr Tshepo Mogase and Mr Peter
Mphahlele) and the strong representation of parents at
Board level, bodes well for the future of our school.
Special thanks go out to the Executive of the Board: to Mr
Simon Morule for his leadership and clear understanding
of what this school is all about; to Mr Mike Leeming for his
astute financial insights and his willingness to give so
much of his time to developing new funding initiatives
and partnerships; and to Sr Maureen Yenson, who
reminds us of our ethos and focus through her engaged
manner and input into discussions.
L E T T E R S

Thank you to all the Board members for their input into
the success of our school in 2010:

F R O M

Mr Simon Morule
Mrs Jessica Cross (Hon Vice-Chair)
Mr Mike Leeming
Sr Maureen Yenson
Mr Jethro Mbau
Mrs Pat Sebobe
Mrs Rosa Calaca
Ms Sandra Starkey
Sr Natalie Kuhn
Mr Tshepo Mogase
Mr Peter Mphahlele
Mr Gqi Raoleka
Ms Marina Burger
Mrs Dalene Rostovsky
Mr Mike Thiel

T H E
L E A D E R S
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HEAD OF HIGH SCHOOL
Ms M Burger
At the end of a very exciting year it is gratifying to
present our school magazine, which is a reflection of
all the achievements of the teachers and the learners.
High School is still a place of dynamic development
and successes. Our numbers continue to grow, and
applications to our school are being received earlier
and earlier each year. It is a clear sign that Dominican is
perceived as a school where learners are challenged to
achieve high levels of academic success, moral integrity
and spiritual growth.

L E T T E R S

The Independent Examinations Board (IEB) curriculum
is challenging; however our teachers remain dedicated
and passionate about education. They teach learners to
analyse, synthesise and exercise higher order thinking,
and I am satisfied that they will be very successful at
tertiary level. The aim is to make sure that Dominican
is a school of excellence, not only because it is our
educational philosophy, but more importantly because
we believe all learners are capable of distinction.

F R O M

We are consciously making decisions to keep up
with technological advancement. New channels of
communication are opening up for us, and Dominican
now has a Facebook page and an online communicator.

T H E
L E A D E R S

For learners, technology is easy. They function effortlessly
in a technological world where many adults still feel
uncomfortable. Our discomfort stems not only from
technophobia or time constraints, though. Adults
understand the complexity of life and relationships.
We are more guarded, and aware that actions and
decisions are underpinned by moral responsibilities. Many
teenagers do not yet have the ability to understand how
tenuous relationships can be and have not yet firmly
established their value systems. Their need to be accepted
and valued by their peers is sometimes more important
to them than the good advice they receive from the
adults in their lives.
At Dominican, a solid appreciation of moral values is seen
as more important than any technological progress. We
cannot assume that learners will be able to cope with all
the challenges modern life throws at them. Our approach
has always been to guide them without necessarily
depriving them of a lifestyle they have come to expect.
By integrating technology into our curriculum, and by
teaching learners how to apply proper etiquette and use
technology in a responsible way, we will ensure that they
develop high moral values that will reflect the Catholic
ethos which is an irrefutable part of our school and
educational philosophy.

4
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I hope learners are aware that they have a great future in
our country, that they can make an enormous
contribution in our society and that their chances of
reaching great heights are considerable. Armed with a
Dominican education and a strong value system, our
learners are sure to find success in the years to come.
Thank you.

L E T T E R S

F R O M

T H E

L E A D E R S

I
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HEAD OF primary SCHOOL
MRS D Rostovsky
A journalist once wrote in the Daily Mail,
“I thought if we were going to lose it, we might as
well lose it by trying to win it.”
These sentiments really echo the atmosphere that
pervaded Dominican Convent during the 2010 Soccer
World Cup. This year our school has been alive and
pumping with football fever.
Our teachers got into the spirit of the World Cup and
used it as a teaching theme in as many avenues as they
possibly could. This aroused so much excitement in the
children that it was almost palpable.

F R O M
T H E

On the sports field our children acquitted themselves well
and embodied the quote at the beginning of this article.
Even when playing matches against tough opposition,
they never gave up or lost their spirit. This made every
sportsman a winner, regardless of the final score. With
their teachers and coaches encouraging them all the way,
morale was high and sport took over.

We should remember the words of the American writer
Grantland Rice, “For when the One Great Scorer comes to
mark against your name, He marks – not that you won or
lost – but how you played the Game.”

L E T T E R S

On the academic front, the football theme was used in
all learning areas and in all classes. This made learning so
much more real and interesting as the children were able
to relate to it and understand it on a day to day basis. As
football fever gripped the country, so our children got
involved and excited about every task and classroom
activity that related to the World Cup.

L E A D E R S

Dominican is fortunate to have a staff of dedicated
teachers who embraced the spirit of the World Cup
and were determined to make it a meaningful learning
experience for every child.
2010 has been a resounding success in all spheres
of school life. It has provided us with a wealth of
opportunities to learn about different cultures and
different countries. The colourful flags of the world flying
in our school made the children acutely aware of the vast
opportunities that exist across the world.
The spirit with which the World Cup teams entered
the tournament taught us all about determination,
perseverance and humility. It was not only a lesson in
sport but also a lesson in life.
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FROM THE HEAD BOY
Tumelo Lekhu
When I was chosen Head Boy at Prize-giving last year
there was only one thought in my mind while standing
on stage: “How on earth am I going to manage to lead
this school?”
I thought about what I would say to people that would
get them to support me, and how I could convince them
that they had made the right choice. Then there, on the
very stage exactly one year ago, I decided that I didn’t
need to convince anyone but myself that I was capable of
leading this school.
That was the greatest turning point in my life thus far, and
I made a promise to myself that day that I would work
hard as Head Prefect to set an example for others.
I would like to extend my thanks to certain people:
L E T T E R S

To the school, and especially to the matrics: Thank you all
for five wonderful years. All of you have come to mean so
much to me and I can say without the slightest trace of
doubt that you have all served to shape my life.

F R O M
T H E

I also want to thank Mr Thiel for his excellent leadership.
I wish to thank the wonderful staff, who have always
given me their unconditional support. Thank you to all my
teachers. You have all played a huge part in what I have
achieved and, more importantly, in who I will become.
All of you are more than just teachers; you are advisers,
parents and very special friends.

L E A D E R S

I especially wish to thank Mrs Potgieter and Mr Vollgraaff
for believing in me and my ability. You are special friends
who have shared in my joy and with whom I have cried in
times of difficulty.
To Ms Motha: You are an inspiration to me. Your sense of
leadership has set the standard for me this year and for
the rest of my life. You allowed me to balance power with
responsibility and you have taught me so many things
that mean so much to me, and that will continue to mean
so much to me for many years to come.
I also wish to thank my close friends and my partner in
crime, Head Girl Khumo Khunwane. Your support has
been immeasurable, not only this year, but through my
entire time at DCS.
To the prefects and Ms Antunes: I thank all of you, not
only for walking this difficult road with me, but also for
carrying me when I was at the end of my rope.
I would like to thank my mother, my father and the rest of
my family. You have given me so much of your time, love
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and patience this year, and I am truly blessed to have such
a wonderful, supportive and understanding family.
I also wish to thank the Lord my God. He has blessed
me so richly and I know that all I have done was made
possible because of the strength that He has bestowed
upon me. I know that I can do all things through Christ,
who gives me strength.
Finally I wish to thank someone who is not here today. I
want to thank Mr Orru, who passed away in 2009. I want
to thank him because he is the one who always believed
in me and who always told me to believe in myself. He
was the one who always told me that I could be Head
Boy. I am thankful that he could be with me for four years.
In those years he shaped my life and now, even though
he is gone, he continues to shape the man that I
will become.
Matrics, our time at the school is over; we are now
destined for greater things. Let us be joyous about our five
years here, and may we reflect fondly on our time spent at
DCS. May we also commit ourselves to ensuring that what
we do today does not seem big for us tomorrow, for we
can reach new heights.
To my successor, I wish you the best of luck. You may
experience hard times during your term as Head Boy, but I
always used to tell myself this during my times of despair:
Never let anyone tell you that you cannot do something,
even yourself!

L E T T E R S

F R O M

T H E

L E A D E R S

I
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FROM THE HEAD GIRL
Khumo Khunwane
2010 has been an extraordinary and extremely
challenging year for this year’s matriculants and for me
personally. The country’s hosting of the most successful
World Cup yet challenged all stakeholders in education to
think outside the box as 2010 turned out to be “business
unusual” for many of us. Lessons learnt from the hosting
of the World Cup taught us that having vision, staying
focused on our goals, persevering, and sticking to our
guns pay off in the long run.
As 2010 draws to a close, we recognise and celebrate the
choices and sacrifices we have made in getting here and
thank those who helped us along the way.

To our successors: I wish you well in your endeavours.
Give of your best, savour every minute of the experience
and, most importantly, enjoy yourselves!

To DCS management I say thank you for seeing in me
what I did not see in myself. The experience of being
Head Girl has taught me valuable lessons around
leadership, teamwork, responsibility and self-actualisation.
To my friends: I cannot tell you how difficult it is to
describe how sad I am that our paths may never cross
again. Many times I have been humbled by the kindness
of your hearts. Tomorrow I will wake up in my new life,
full of yet-to-be-realised opportunities, yet empty of your
company. You have helped me through some difficult
times and I have been there to cherish the joyous times
in yours. Some people judge their lives by what they do,
others by who they are. I want my life to be judged by the
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L E A D E R S

Last but not least, I would like to thank a phenomenal
woman, my mother Itshekeng Khunwane, whose
guidance, moulding and patience have shaped me into
the young adult you see standing before you tonight.
Your ability to weather the storm, your strength and
resilience are inspirational. You have taught me that life
is for the living and you will always and forever be the
greatest mother anyone could ever ask for. You are an
inspiration in my life; I love and appreciate you very much.
Thank you for being you.

T H E

I would like to thank my teachers for their constant
support, dedication and inspiration throughout the eight
years that I have been at Dominican. You have instilled
in me the value of hard work and have lit a flame within
me, be it through Mr Musada’s constant blessings or Mr
Baatjies’ infectious smile and exuberant greetings every
time we crossed paths. All these memories – and more – I
will cherish forever.

friends I keep. My life has been enriched through knowing
you. You are all extraordinary elements in my life.

F R O M

When I walked into Dominican in 2002 I found myself lost
in a sea of unfamiliar yet friendly faces who welcomed me
with the same warmth and love you would expect from
family members. I knew at that moment that this was the
place where I wanted to complete my schooling career.
My time at Dominican has made me aware of the infinite
possibilities and the limitless opportunities I hold in my
hands. It has also made me aware of my own potential,
and the success that awaits me in the not-so-distant
future. At the same time it has helped me to grow on a
spiritual level.

L E T T E R S

When we achieve, it is usually with the assistance
of others. There is no duty more urgent than that of
returning thanks, and so I would like to thank those who
have helped me along my journey.

L E T T E R S

F R O M

T H E

L E A D E R S
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PREFECTS
Leaders Train Outdoors
JAN 22 – The annual leadership camp gave learners a
taste of the extremes that a leader is often called to handle – very hot and cold and wet conditions, physical and
mental challenges, and individual and group dynamics.
Newly arrived gap student Felix Stevenson (2009 Stowe
Head Boy) and his counterpart Laura Grossick also added
their perspectives to the mix. Mrs Antunes is pleased with
the quality of the 2010 prefect group, and we all look
forward to a quality year.

HEAD BOY: Tebogo Rammutle
HEAD GIRL: Thembi Masondo
DEPUTY HEAD BOY: Jean-Pierre Petersen
DEPUTY HEAD GIRL: Palesa Thai
HOSTEL HEAD BOY: Tebogo Rammutle
HOSTEL HEAD GIRL: Matshidiso Nhlapo

2010 Dominican Head Girl Khumo Khunwane described
the camp as a great experience. “It gave us the
opportunity to learn how to be a strong group, and to
tolerate and respect each other whilst having fun,” she
said. “We really enjoyed ourselves and we are ready for the
year ahead.”
L E T T E R S
F R O M

Catholic Leadership Meeting
OCT 29 – The Catholic Schools’ Office leadership course
at De La Salle Holy Cross College allowed Gr 11 learners
to engage with excellent speakers as they focused
on various aspects of leadership. They looked at the
challenges of being leaders; different leadership styles;
leadership in the Catholic Church and communication.
It was a successful day that has equipped the new
Dominican leaders with knowledge and skills to use for
2011. They had the following to say:

T H E
L E A D E R S

2011 Prefect Induction
OCT 20 – Following a period during which all Gr 11s
handled prefect duties while the Matrics wrote their
preliminary examinations, the school voted for their new
leaders. The successful candidates were announced by
Mr Thiel and inducted during Mass with the message
that leadership at Dominican is about being of service
to those who elected you. The learners were reminded
that they have a duty to support the leaders they had
chosen. Lerato Flak, one of the new leaders, described the
induction experience as follows:
“Induction mass was a most memorable moment for
many of us Gr 11s. The suspense of the announcement
was weirdly horrific! The moment could be seen as a pat
on the shoulder or a gentle reminder that opportunities
may pass us by, though that is surely a blessing in
disguise. Being seen as a potential leader is indeed an
honour and we can only hope for an excellent period in
service to the Dominican family. This may be regarded as
a cliché, but leadership is a journey ... I intend to be the
best I can on this journey alongside my fellow leaders.
Good luck to all the new prefects!”
STOP PRESS!
Congratulations to the following new executive leaders
for 2011, announced at Senior Prize-Giving.
8
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“This was a day of self-assessment and interaction with
leaders from other schools. We heard how to lead with
integrity and drew leadership strengths from each other.
I learnt that leadership is not about the love of power but
raising the levels of care in our school for the benefit of
all.” – Makgotso Maiko, Gr 11
“Whoever thought that being a leader would be more fun
than stressing … because we surely had fun!” – Kelebogile
Maimela and Palesa Thai, Gr 11
“What a Saturday this was – I enjoyed learning about
the values a great leader should develop.” – Bongani
Radebe, Gr 11

FRIENDS, DONORS AND ALUMNI
Friends, donors, alumni,
lend us your ears
It might have been Shakespeare’s Mark Antony who
famously started his speech “Friends, Romans, countrymen,
lend me your ears...” but DCS has a similar call as we strive
to get as many people as possible to hear about and
support Dominican’s special educational model. We are
tremendously grateful to the individuals and companies
that partner us in running both our vulnerable children
and our teacher intern programmes, and to those who
contribute to facility upgrade and quality teaching
programmes.

F R I E N D S ,
D O N O R S

With an increasing number of matriculants (and, more
recently, university graduates) coming from those who
have received support to attend Dominican over the years,
the “reach” of a Dominican education is extending further
into the community. Our model of a school that teaches
children from every economic background together is
finding great favour wherever it is discussed, and we are
being asked to share our work with others. When children
enter the Dominican gates they have the same diverse
opportunities and it is almost impossible at a glance to
distinguish their backgrounds. This is as it should be and,
thanks to our generous benefactors, we are able to educate
for the future rather than looking to the past. We look for
the potential and we develop it. There are many people
who provide the support we need to be able to do this and
we thank everyone who contributes wholeheartedly for
their ongoing commitment.

thank you!
• ANGLO-AMERICAN
• MRS ANNE LYNCH
• BERTIE & RONNIE LUBNER FOUNDATION
• BHP BILLITON
• BIDVEST
• BREADLINE AFRICA		
• DAME HILARY CROPPER FOUNDATION
• DEUTSCHE BANK
• DRA ENGINEERING
• EPOCH & OPTIMA TRUST
• JOHANNESBURG STOCK EXCHANGE
• JP MORGAN SOUTH AFRICA
• HANNOVER-RE
• HITACHI POWER AFRICA
• MAHOGANY PRIVATE EQUITY
• MR MIKE LEEMING
• MR MIKE PARSONS
• NEDBANK FOUNDATION
• PG GLASS
• SIR HAROLD HOOD FOUNDATION
• SIR RICHARD BRANSON AND VIRGIN UNITE
• SOLON FOUNDATION
• NUMEROUS INDIVIDUAL
ANONYMOUS DONORS

A N D
A L U M N I

The need to work towards stand-alone sustainability for
the corporate supported programmes has encouraged
us to build an endowment which, ultimately, will ensure
these programmes can continue, irrespective of new
corporate donations. We are now developing a programme
for individual and business donors who want to add a
premium to their annual donation, to build this future
funding vehicle and encourage everyone to consider even
small monthly contributions to this cause or to make a
bequest in their will towards the work of the vulnerable
children programme. There are many opportunities for
involvement and those interested are encouraged to
contact the Headmaster to discuss them.

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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donors
Friends For Life – Ann Lynch Visits DCS
AUG 6 – Mrs Ann Lynch and her family have long been
supporters of the work done at Dominican and Wings of
Hope in ensuring that finance is not an obstacle to a firstclass education. Earlier this term she visited the school to
catch up with Simphiwe Shabalala (Gr 4) to hear how she
is progressing and to find out about her family. We are
very grateful for Mrs Lynch’s ongoing giving and assure
her that she has a special place in the Dominican family.

F R I E N D S ,

Enkosi Nedbank!
SEP 23 – The choir goes corporate! When the call came
for the High School choir and marimba band to support
our sponsor, Nedbank, in its environmental awareness
day, everyone was excited. Not only did this mean a bus
trip through Friday’s traffic to Sandton, but the privilege
of performing in the magnificent head office buildings of
one of our longest-serving donors.

D O N O R S

“Wow!” This was the common gasp as 70 Dominican
learners entered the stunning atrium as the main
entertainment for the Nedbank Big Green Day. First
the marimbas warmed up the stage to an appreciative
audience of Nedbank employees. The choir followed
the marimbas, with shouts of “We want more!” bringing
them back to the stage after they had finished
their performance.

A N D
A L U M N I

As the foundation sponsor of our vulnerable children
programme, Nedbank has always been important to
Dominican and we owe our very existence to the support
given by the Nedbank Foundation over the years. It has
every right to feel very proud of the unique educational
philosophy it has helped to create and sustain through its
annual support.
As the exciting performance ended, Bongani Radebe
(Gr 11) was quick to say: “Thank you for the opportunities
Dominican gives us – but we all want to say
‘Enkosi Nedbank!’”

10
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Stowe and Branson
Scholars
FEB 19 – Directing a jazz workshop in the middle of a
Dominican assembly? With live music stands, marimbas,
clapping, clarinet, piano and African drums? Donating two
clarinets to Dominican to expand our instrumental music?
Nothing was normal when Mr and Mrs Nelson spent their
Stowe School mid-term break in the heat of Africa selecting
the third set of Branson Scholars!

The Nelsons’ visit was also a chance for Mrs Nelson to catch
up with Laura Grossick and Felix Stevenson, past Stowe
Head Prefects who have been on a gap year at DCS.

“My return to DCS has been really good and the reception
from learners we know and don’t know has been
spectacular. This made me realise how much I missed my
school and all my friends. The teachers, likewise. I can’t
wait to come back.” – Tsakane Sambo.

A N D

Laura brought humility, quick wit and an endless capacity
for hard work to everything she did here. She is a wonderful
example for us to copy and we will miss her greatly.

“Being home (at DCS) is FANTASTIC – reuniting with
my friends and teachers and seeing how everyone has
grown! Stowe is a great school and the environment is
friendly and welcoming.” – Oageng Mokhele.

D O N O R S

The Stowe Assembly had a poignant moment too, as
Laura said her farewells after six months at Dominican.
She reminded us that she had arrived as a Stoic and was
leaving as a Dominican, with memories of the warmth,
love and care that she believes is the defining characteristic
of our community.

branson scholars visit home
APR 16 – The current Branson Scholars spent the last
week of their holidays at DCS before heading back to the
UK on Sunday. This is what they had to say:

F R I E N D S ,

When Mrs Jenny Nelson spoke at a special assembly about
the contrasts she had experienced at Dominican, it was
clear that she was relishing the diversity of the children she
and her husband, Mr Howard Nelson, were interviewing
and was impressed by the growing strength of the Stowe/
Dominican partnership. “I would love to take all of you,”
she said as the initial group of 85 was whittled down to a
shortlist of 11, who would sit the entrance exams.

A L U M N I

On the departure of the Nelson family (the Nelson children
Joss and Isla became Dominican learners for three days) it
was perhaps a comment from Isla that summed up best
what the Branson Scholar Programme is all about. She
loudly proclaimed: “Thando is my new best friend and I
am going to email her on Monday!”
I am not sure if the scheme’s generous founder, Mr Mike
Parsons, and his friend, Sir Richard Branson, knew what
they were starting when they linked the UK and Africa so
emphatically in our two schools, making friends, global
understanding and the strengths of partnerships so much
easier to achieve. Thank you! – Mr Mike Thiel, Headmaster
meet the 2010/2011 branson scholars
MAR 26 – Congratulations to Lydia Madumo, Cameron
Rajah, Peter Mbimalo, Mbuso Dhlamini and Nombuso
Madela on their selection as the third group of Branson
Scholars. They leave for Stowe School in the UK on 4
September. We know you will do us proud! (Peter was
replaced by Whitney Tabetla in the final departing group)
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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Passports for new branson scholars
MAY 7 – The Johannesburg Home Affairs office visited
the school to assist our 2010/2011 Branson Scholars with
their South African passport applications. All eagerly
completed the application forms, took photos and
applied for their travel document – bringing them one
step closer to boarding Virgin Atlantic and heading off to
Stowe School in the UK!

F R I E N D S ,
D O N O R S

Branson Scholars Depart
MAY 7 – Following a lengthy wait, with the volcanic ash
cloud disrupting flights to Europe, Andiswa Nyathi, Kabelo
Phalatse, Oageng Mokhele, Genesis Manney and Tsakane
Sambo finally left for their last term at Stowe, albeit two
weeks late!

A N D
A L U M N I

Welcome Back
JUL 16 – The 2009/10 Branson Scholars made their final
return from their exchange year at Stowe last week. We
welcome back Oageng Mokhele, Kabelo Phalatse, Tsakane
Sambo, Genesis Manney and Andiswa Nyathi to classes
at DCS. They did us proud in the UK and built on the
traditions of this developing programme. We look forward
to their input as alumni of this important partnership.
New Branson Scholars Head For The UK
SEP 10 – During the holidays, our five new Gr 9 Branson
Scholars jetted off to begin their year at Stowe School,
with Mr Sobreira and Mr Moore as chaperones. With a few
tears and much excitement (and a bit too much luggage,
in one case!), this wonderful experience started well for
the five, who have sent back excited emails about their
first few days in their new environment.

Sir Richard Branson Hosts Scholars
JUN 9 – Sir Richard Branson hosted our five Branson
Scholars at his English countryside home in May. They
literally sang for their supper, entertaining his other
guests with some pre-dinner music and enjoying the
opportunity to thank both Sir Richard and Mr Mike
Parsons (major donor of the project) for the opportunity
they have had in attending Stowe School over the past
year. With only three weeks to go before their return in
early July, the next Branson Scholars are eagerly preparing
for their departure in September.
12
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When Mr Mike Parsons and Sir Richard Branson started
the programme between Stowe and Dominican three
years ago, they might have known how life-altering it
would be for the youngsters involved – but could not
have realised what value it would add in other ways, as
the partnership between the schools developed. Thank
you to these gentlemen, and to Dr Anthony Wallersteiner,
Mr Colin Dudgeon and all at Stowe for another wonderful
year of potential and partnership that means more
than any of us envisaged when the discussions for this
programme started in 2006.

ALUMNI FUNCTION

Stowe School
partnership

F R I E N D S ,

Left to right: Cameron Rajah, Nombuso Madela, Mbuso Dhlamini,
Lydia Madumo, Whitney Tabetla, with Mr Sobreira and Mr Moore

ALUMNI GATHERING
JAN 22 – Under the enthusiastic leadership and
organisation of past learner Ms Kani Buthelezi, 50 old
boys and girls saw the first dedicated alumni gathering
for Dominican in many years. It was appropriately termed
a gratitude ceremony, during which Sr Natalie and many
other past and present members of staff were honoured
and thanked for their input to the school, and the lives
of individual alumni. Mr Gqi Raoleka (alumnus and now
Board member in charge of the Alumni Subcommittee)
challenged all present to get involved with their old
school by sharing their expertise, while Board Chair Mr
Simon Morule encouraged those who had benefited from
a Dominican education to step up and become involved
in sustaining the school into the future by leading Board
committees. There was much catching up, laughter
and fun as the benefits of a Dominican education were
confirmed. If you know of any past learners, please let us
know so we can get their updated contact details to invite
them to future gatherings.

D O N O R S

Our relationship with Stowe School in the UK, started
through the Branson Scholar programme, has continued
to grow, and a few Dominican staff members spent some
time in September observing different methods of
doing things.

A N D

We were pleased to welcome Ms Laura Grossick and Mr
Felix Stevenson from Stowe as gap students at Dominican
in 2010.

A L U M N I

Our Stowe partnership is important as it highlights the
significance of reaching out beyond our borders to show
how globalisation and international friendships can be
used as building blocks for the future. Both Laura and
Felix contributed enormously to the life of our school
while they were here and we thank them for the quality
of their input and the fine characteristics that they shared
with us.

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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Back To School With Cyril Ramaphosa
DEC 10 – Every year Cyril Ramaphosa celebrates his
birthday with a banquet that raises funds for his Adopta-School fundraising campaign. He invites friends and
acquaintances to “return to school” (wearing school
uniform) for an evening. This year a group of our senior
learners assisted with the credit card machines as money
was donated by returned “school children”. Our learners
enjoyed the evening as much as the adults!

F R I E N D S ,
D O N O R S

Cyril Ramaphosa with Fifi Sebobe and Tebogo Rammutle

A N D
A L U M N I
14
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GR 8 ARTS AND
CULTURE SHOWCASE

NEIGHBOURHOOD INTERACTION
Do your surroundings
define you?
Or do you define
your surroundings?

This is but one example of the input we are currently
providing in the neighbourhood. The work of KNF
continues to grow in scope and significance and we will
be placing an even greater emphasis on service in the
years to come. We receive much and we must give even
more as we work to make our community that much
better for all who live around the school.

N E I G H B O U R H O O D

Every day Dominican learners are reminded what a
privilege it is to attend a quality school. They, in turn,
respond generously to the weekly collections for those
less fortunate than themselves. Over the course of the
year this money adds up and is used to respond to
specific appeals for support, for funding community
interaction and for support of vulnerable children in many
situations. Going without that extra item from the tuckshop, thinking further than the daily personal challenges
they face and understanding that even a small sacrifice
can make a significant difference are all ways in which our
young people are encouraged to make personal giving
a habit.

Wings of Hope School who have moved to neighbouring
state schools but who still need academic support. Our
Dominican children spend time every afternoon helping
these youngsters with homework that illiterate or absent
parents are unable to help with. Dominican children are
thus developing the habit of giving of themselves to
make the lives of others more meaningful.

I N T E R A C T I O N

While monetary giving is important, it is even more
important to develop the habit of giving of yourself and
your time – and this is a true sacrifice. How pleasing it is
to see this habit starting to permeate every section of
the school, accompanied by the thought: “How can we
make a difference in the lives of others while still getting
our own work done?” The inspiration of the Mandela Day
service initiatives challenged everyone to make service to
others core to what we do. The community of Belgravia
currently has an unending need for good work and we
have taken a conscious decision to use our privileged
situation as a catalyst for change and upliftment in
the area.

Obviously our first method of providing this support is
through the Kgosi Neighbourhood Foundation (KNF).
Plans are to expand and support the initiatives run by
KNF using the service commitment of all our Dominican
learners. So it was a delight to see the Interact Club
opening the KNF Homework Centre for past pupils of the
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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HOMEWORK CENTRE OPENS

cotlands civvies

JUN 9 – Where will you find a volunteer group of
Dominican High School learners every afternoon?
Working in a new partnership between our new Interact
Club and the Kgosi Neighbourhood Foundation (KNF),
of course. This is an initiative to assist primary school
children from neighbourhood schools who have little
or no support at home and we aim to make a difference
to their school achievements with an hour of
assisted homework.

JUN 9 – Fundraising for Cotlands was again a great
success. Mr Thiel’s PA confused both learners and teachers
in her school uniform. She got a lot of demerits, though,
for wearing summer uniform with high heels! All in all, the
learners looked Ayoba! and what was really awesome is
that DCS raised R1 380 to support terminally ill children
in Hospice Palliative Care at Cotlands. Thank you for
your generosity.

“Can you please come again tomorrow?” That was
enough to confirm to the DCS learners that they were
doing a great job with teaching the ABCs and 123s. DCS
has instilled the spirit of giving to its learners and that is
why a group of High School learners have dedicated an
hour of their week in this way.
N E I G H B O U R H O O D

Yani Horn, Assistant Director of the Foundation, which
operates from the corner of the Dominican campus,
wrote in thanks: “The children are doing tremendously
well. Yesterday we had some of the kids waiting at the
gate at 13h15 instead of 14h30, they were all so excited
for their hour of homework help. I’ve also had so many
parents come up to me and thank me for all the help the
children are getting. One of the moms came up to me in
tears to tell me that she often struggles to help her child
as she is unable to read English; she was very grateful!
Thank you!”

67 minutes for mandela
JUL 30 – While DCS has always taught and practised that
every day is the chance to give to those less fortunate, the
High School made a big difference to the cleanliness of
Belgravia by cleaning up vacant lots and picking up litter
for blocks around. The positive energy that characterised
this Mandela Day initiative was inspiring. Thanks to all!

I N T E R A C T I O N

A small and simple way to give back the benefits of our
education to make a world of difference to the education
of others.

knf
CATALYSTS OF HOPE  
In 2010, the Kgosi Neighbourhood Foundation’s (KNF)
circle of care grew wider, expanding its services to over 80
pre-school children, offering educational support to past
pupils, and empowering more neighbourhood parents.
The Dominican Convent School deepened its support
of KNF through a new homework initiative, where over
25 high school learners offered time each week to tutor
and act as mentors for neighbourhood children who
needed assistance with their schoolwork. In this way, the
educational foundation provided by KNF in pre-school
was assured more lasting success, as children from
challenged home environments received educational
support their caregivers could not otherwise provide.
KNF also has become a center of excellence for training
pre-school teachers and staff. Four members of the local
16
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community are receiving training from the Department
of Education which will empower them to become fully
qualified Gr 0 and Gr R teachers. Looking to the future,
there is much to hope for, as KNF and DCS discover new
ways to be catalysts of hope and respond to the pressing
social concerns of the neighbourhood. Despite the
many challenges, these moments of success – educators
in training going to graduation, former KNF students
receiving high year-end marks because of the support of
his tutor, a blind three-year-old getting a placement in a
school for his special needs – continue to remind us there
are wings of hope everywhere.

N E I G H B O U R H O O D
I N T E R A C T I O N

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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PRIZES AND AWARDS
High School Top achievers
Grade 8 – Top 3
AYANDA AFRICA
Certificate for the Most Improved Swimmer
Certificate of Merit for Speech and Drama
Scroll for Music
2nd Place in Human & Social Sciences (82%) and Natural
Sciences (88%)
1st Place in Arts & Culture (77%) and Life Orientation
(82%)
1st OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 8 (82%) – Scroll
DIBABA EKANGYELA
Certificate of Merit in Rugby
3rd Place in Mathematics (89%)
2nd Place in Arts & Culture (70%)
1st Place in Human & Social Sciences (88%), Life
Orientation (82%) and Natural Sciences (91%)
2nd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 8 (80%) – Scroll
P R I Z E S
A N D

PONTSHO MORAPELI
3rd Place in Human & Social Sciences (81%)
2nd Place in Afrikaans (82%)
1st Place in English (87%) and Economic & Management
Sciences (99%)
3rd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 8 (79%) – Scroll

A W A R D S
Grade 9 – Top 3
NALEDI RAPHESU
Certificate for the Most Outstanding Player in U15 Netball
3rd Place in Natural Sciences (84%)
2nd Place in Arts & Culture (77%)
1st Place in Economic & Management Sciences (86%) and
Life Orientation (83%)
1st OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 9 (83%) – Scroll
AKSHAAR RAMSURWAJ
2nd Place in Economic & Management Sciences (86%)
1st Place in English (86%), Mathematics (93%) and Natural
Sciences (91%)
2nd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 9 (81%) – Scroll
18
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CAMERON RAJAH
Certificate for Most Reliable Player in Tennis
3rd Place in Economic & Management Sciences (85%)
2nd Place in Mathematics (91%) and Natural Sciences
(87%)
1st Place in Human & Social Sciences (92%)
3rd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 9 (79%) – Scroll
Grade 10 – Top 3
ZUKISWA MBASA
Certificates of Merit
in Marimba
and Choir
2nd Place in
Mathematics (81%)
1st Place in
English (80%), Life
Orientation (78%),
Physical Science
(88%), Accounting
(90%) and isiZulu
(89%)
1st OVERALL
ACHIEVER IN GRADE
10 (82%) – Scroll
MPHO RADEBE
Certificates of Merit
in Photography,
Performing Arts
and Choir
Certificate for Most
Valuable Player in U16
Netball
3rd Place in Mathematics (80%)
2nd Place in Accounting (85%), English (74%), Physical
Science (81%) and isiZulu (87%)
2nd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 10 (80%) – Scroll
TSHIRELETSO MENTOR
Certificate for Most Valuable Player in Volleyball
Certificate of Merit in Visual Arts
Scroll (re-awarded) for Performing Arts
3rd Place in Physical Science (81%) and Life Orientation
(78%)
2nd Place in Afrikaans (75%) and Life Sciences (80%)
1st Place in Visual Arts (79%)
3rd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 10 (76%) – Scroll
Grade 11 – Top 3
MARHEB BADIANYAMA
Scroll for Matric Dance Committee
1st Place in Accounting (80%), Life Sciences (87%),
English (75%), French (94%), Life Orientation (88%),
Mathematics (94%) and Physical Science (86%)
1st OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 11 (86%) – Scroll

THEMBOKUHLE MASONDO
Certificate of Merit in Choir
Scrolls for Matric Dance Committee and Public Speaking
Scroll and Trophy for Senior Victrix Ludorum in Athletics
(shared)
2nd Place in Life Sciences (77%)
1st Place in Business Studies (81%)
2nd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 11 (76%) – Scroll
KARABO GALETLOLE
Certificate of Service for being a Computer Monitor
2nd Place in Accounting (79%), English (73%) and
Mathematics (87%)
3rd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 11 (74%) – Scroll

Gr 11: Xolo Mdlalose (Performing Arts)
Kelebogile Maimela (Performing Arts)
Noxolo Dlamini (Performing Arts)
Palesa Thai (Performing Arts)
Ziphozakhe Same (Performing Arts)
Makhotso Maiko (Performing Arts)
Sakhiwosombuso Radebe (Performing Arts)
Lunga Maseko (Performing Arts)
Mbali Nkosi (Speech & Drama)
Reabetswe Mazibuko (Choir)
Mbali Ngcobo (Choir)
Tebogo Rammutle (Choir)
Gr 12: Shadadi Karikumbuga (Soccer)

Grade 12 – Top 3
PAULA SSEBUNNYA
2nd Place in Life Sciences (78%)
1st Place in English (74%) and Mathematics (78%)
1st OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 12 (71%)
P R I Z E S

LEBOHANG MOSEBI
1st Place in Accounting (70%), Life Sciences (79%) and Life
Orientation (84%)
2nd Place in Mathematics (76%)
2nd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 12 (71%)

A N D

KHOTSO MATOBOLE
1st Place in Business Studies (73%)
2nd Place in Life Orientation (76%)
3rd OVERALL ACHIEVER IN GRADE 12 (70%)

A W A R D S
ACADEMIC HALF COLOURS
Gr 9: Akshaar Ramsurwaj (Average of more than 80% for
two years)
Gr 10: Zukiswa Mbasa (Average of 80% for two years)
Gr 11: Thembokuhle Masondo (Average of more than 75%
for two years)

SPORTS & CULTURAL HALF COLOURS
Gr 8: Pontsho Morapeli (Music)
Gr 10: Monde Ndlumbini (Choir)
Disebo Mosala (Choir)
Botlhale Moeketsane (Choir)
Bontle Serai (Marimba)
Dimpho Motloung (Marimba)
Lombo Nzolantima (Marimba)
Zanele Maseko (Marimba)
Nonhle Ndaba (Marimba)

FULL COLOURS
Gr 9: Christopher Ryan (Swimming)
Gr 11: Remofiloe Sebobe (Basketball)
Matshidiso Nhlapo (Basketball)
Gr 12: Bongani Zwane (Performing Arts)
SPECIAL AWARDS
BRANSON SCHOLARSHIP AWARD – 2009/2010
Genesis Manney
Kabelo Phalatse
Tsakani Sambo
Andiswa Nyathi
Oageng Mokhele
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR (shared)
Success Lekgoathi and Sandile Malawana
SPORTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR
Remofiloe Sebobe
P R I Z E S
A N D

HONOURS AWARDS
Gr 11: Marheb Badianyama (Academic Average of more
than 80% for four years)
Gr 12: Xolisile Mkhize (Choir)
Gosiame Makwela (Choir)

A W A R D S

SPECIAL AWARDS
Paula Ssebunnya – Samantha Krogg Service Award
Khumo Khunwane – Excellence in Leadership Award
Paula Ssebunnya – Dux Scholar
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP
BOARDING – 2011
Head Boy – Tebogo Rammutle
Head Girl – Matshidiso Nhlapo
HIGH SCHOOL – 2011
Head Boy – Tebogo Rammutle
Head Girl – Thembokuhle Masondo
Deputy Head Boy – Jean-Pierre Peterson
Deputy Head Girl – Palesa Thai
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HEADMASTER’S HIGH
SCHOOL PRIZE-GIVING
ADDRESS
Dominican Sisters, Board Members, honoured guests,
parents and the high school prize-winners for 2010 –
good evening. I am not sure where I read this quote, but
coming from Albert Einstein (who, even though he did not
finish school, made a success of life anyway!) I thought it
appropriate to use: “Sometimes the things that really count
cannot be counted.”
Tonight I want you to come with me on a journey in which
we try to prove Einstein wrong. I wonder what he would
have made of the social networking revolution that has
changed the way we communicate in our world, of the
Twitter, MXit and Facebook phenomena.

Obviously, social networks cannot be bettered when
it comes to conveying information and making
arrangements and appointments. They are the ideal media
for sharing ideas quickly with many people. All this is
important, but what our world needs most are meaningful
engagements and discussions between
real people.
Think for a moment about what you would say on your
Facebook status right now. It is true that when you look

This is the world through which we are journeying, and
the one for which we are preparing young people.
Am I suggesting that Dominican should shun new
developments? Certainly not! It is part of the quality
of our school that we balance new technologies and
embrace new ideas, while at the same time holding on to
what really counts in life.
To matriculate with a Dominican education is to have
been exposed to a wide range of experiences, to become
focused in our faith and beliefs, to be challenged to
achieve academically, to think critically, to develop social
and cultural abilities, to learn sporting skills and the
positive habit of exercise, to practise resilience as we grow
into strong adults, to reach out to those less privileged
and to embed in our upbringing the empathy that makes
us real people. None of this has changed over the 102
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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A W A R D S

My message tonight is that, despite all these
communication tools making it easier to connect with
each other, this does not mean we are communicating
better. Critics say that technology is isolating people from
each other, focusing us inwards rather than outwards and
allowing us to communicate in simple bite-sized messages
rather than interacting with each other in a meaningful
way. Everything is shortened and the quote or sound bite is
all important. Summarising and simplifying are seen as the
most important skills.

Our messages are available for all to see. We can “direct
message” and tell our friends to “inbox” us. But even then
we are communicating through a passive machine, a
computer or phone. Such discussion loses the personal
touch, the nuances of how the person we are speaking
to reacts, the importance of physically connecting with
those we deal with. Yet, social networking is growing in
popularity and is an important connecting tool in our
increasingly rushed world.

A N D

It is a different world that we live in now, a different world
that we communicate in. Can you imagine Einstein sharing
E = mc2 as a tweet, telling the world in only 140 characters
what it means! More importantly though, because this is
our journey – yours and mine – I wonder what you would
tweet about the things that really count in your life.

at your Facebook friends (strangely, you may even have
friends you have never actually physically met!), most
statuses are personal and reflect a current reality in our
lives – what we are doing, what is important to us or
perhaps news that we want everyone to know. We are
communicating with people we may have lost contact
with, and that is great!

P R I Z E S

Perhaps some of you parents have only just mastered
email, but I can say with relative certainty that most
children here tonight have already tweeted their activities
of the day and updated their Facebook status at least twice
in the past 24 hours. If you don’t understand what that
means, think of it as sharing what you are doing, what you
are thinking and what you want others to know about you
– live to the universe all the time.

years that this school has existed, and all are important.
However, what really counts is how we eventually use
all the skills we have learnt as members of the
Dominican family.
As we venture forth in our daily lives, the ethos of the
Dominican Convent School covers everything we do like
an invisible blanket, a cloak that shelters, warms, beautifies
and allows us to be ourselves in a difficult world. The way
we interact with others is determined by what we have
experienced here, and our communications, whether on
Facebook or face to face, must reflect what we have learnt
at this great school.

P R I Z E S

In 2010 our school has continued to grow in terms of
enrolment (which has reached 775), new programmes
and new staff. Physically, the footprint of the school has
also grown with the recent purchase of two doublestorey houses in Marshall Street. These will form part
of the re-launch of our boarding facility in 2011, where
smaller numbers of boarders will live together in house
groups and where the staff living and working with them
will have the capacity to be available immediately and
responsible for their wellbeing.

A N D

Weekly boarding is a wonderful option in our busy lives,
and we are seeing growing numbers of parents using
this service for the safety and care of their children, while
still connecting meaningfully on weekends. Our new
boarding houses will reflect real life and contain a spread
of age groups in each house.

A W A R D S

What really counts as a critical differentiator between
good and bad schools are not the fields or the facilities,
but what happens in the classrooms. People, and the
way they communicate with each other, are pivotal in
any educational experience. I congratulate all of you for
choosing Dominican for the education of your children.
We have an inspirational teaching staff – a diverse group
of educators who know not only the subject matter they
are teaching incredibly well, but also how to connect with
young people.

22
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Our teaching of communication continues to extend
beyond our classrooms and beyond this campus. This
is another marker of a quality school. Internationally the
Branson Scholar Programme has entered its third year. The
success of this endeavour has meant that, even with the
withdrawal of one of the sponsors, our partner in the UK,
Stowe School, is determined to ensure the programme’s
survival is set for future years.
Such programmes look outwards, across the world and
a Dominican education is one that challenges us all to
be aware of others in different environments. Our Stowe
partnership will continue to bring international gap
students to DCS in 2011. In addition, we will welcome
a Stowe sports tour in February and are working on the
possibility of a tour for our Dominican choir next year.
Communicating beyond our walls is vital in preparing
young people as citizens of the world.

Guiding and mentoring make up a critical part of the
process. Despite increasing enrolment, our overall
teacher-to-learner ratio continues to drop, currently
standing at 1:14 in classes of around 25 in the GET and,
depending on subjects, between 1:5 and 1:24 in the FET.
Our commitment to new technologies continues, and
internet access and projectors were installed in almost all
classrooms in 2010.

It would be easier to be a school that accepts only
wealthy children who can pay very high school fees; it
would be easier to mix only with those we know are
like us; it would be easier to have only high achieving
children who fit into a certain academic mould; it would
be easier to play sport only against those weaker than us;
it would be easier to ignore the social realities facing our
children daily; it would be easier to say that introduction
of religious faith is best left to parents at home; and
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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A W A R D S

It is a strategic imperative of the Dominican Board of
Governors that we employ the best available staff and
that we do all we can to retain the services of exceptional
teachers and heads of department. Dominican teachers
are increasingly sought after by other quality schools,
sometimes at higher salary levels than we can afford. This
is a sign of their quality, but it is also true that many who
leave us do so with regret. Working with your children
is, despite the occasional headaches they cause, still a
wonderful motivator for our teachers. We are not here just
to get the job done, but to connect with children as we
do this.

A N D

The almost R3-million our donors invest each year (even
in hard economic times) is a sign of the importance of our
educational model and the belief that the thinkers in our
society have in our school.

P R I Z E S

In a year characterised again by teacher strikes in state
schools, I count myself incredibly lucky to work with men
and women of this calibre, who know that being in the
classroom engaging with the children is both where they
are happiest and where they are needed. Please join
me in thanking Ms Burger and Mr Sobreira for their
leadership in the High School and applauding their
team and the administration for another year of growth
and development.

Contact closer to home is just as important. A Dominican
education challenges all of us to seek social justice
and create peace in our communities. What counts at
Dominican is not just that we get involved in community
outreach initiatives, but that we actually live these within
our school. What better way to teach the economic and
social realities of society than by mirroring them? In so
doing we communicate with each other in a way that
really teaches the life lessons that count.

it would be easier to shut our gates at 13h30 every day.
BUT... that would not be our school; that would not
be Dominican.
We are not about doing things because they are
easier, but about doing what counts. We are not here
to communicate only in bite-sized chunks, but to
communicate meaningfully and with ALL the people in
our world.
Children, this school is where you learn the lessons for
living a meaningful adult life, for making a difference in
your communities. This school is where your parents and
teachers work with you in partnership. This is a school
where everybody’s hopes and aspirations must count.
So, what will your Facebook status say in 10 or 20 years’
time, or perhaps when you retire? What will it reveal
about your life, about who you have become?

P R I Z E S

I love this school because what we do here really counts,
and because what we teach is that people count. As we
rejoice with all the award-winners on their successes
tonight, you must know that prizes count and are
important because they are the building blocks for a life
of success. But... Einstein was also right – we cannot count
the things that really matter as we journey through a
Dominican education.

A N D
A W A R D S

Our social network is strong and supportive, whether
we communicate in tweets, on Facebook or face to face.
What we can and must do is to take the privilege of all
the parts of this education and go out into the world and
make it count there.
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PRIMARY School
TOP ACHIEVERS

Gr 2M
3rd in Literacy: Khahliso Ntoi
1st in Numeracy: Alexander Mphiphira
1st in Life Skills: Tatenda Dlali
2nd in Life Skills: Muzuyanda Maseko
3rd in Life Skills: Thandiwe Kadzuwa
2nd in Literacy and Numeracy: Kutlwano Shai
1st in Literacy, 3rd in Numeracy and 1st in Gr 2M:
Chelsea-Rose MacKenzie
Grade 3C
2nd in Literacy: Reabetsoe Machepha
3rd in Literacy: Nwabisa Moyo
2nd in Numeracy: Nokwanda Dube
3rd in Numeracy: Bontle Same
2nd in Life Skills: Thendo Liphasa
1st in Numeracy and 3rd in Life Skills: Zinhle Geluk
1st in Literacy and Life Skills, and 1st in Gr 3C:
Ulemu Kadzuwa
P R I Z E S

Grade 3R
Grade 1B

2nd in Literacy: Simnikiwe Dhlamini
3rd in Numeracy: Tshegofatso Malopane
1st in Life Skills: Naomi Kazembe
2nd in Life Skills: Zakhele Madlala
3rd in Life Skills: Omolemo Mogase
3rd in Literacy and 2nd in Numeracy: Sogwa Djofang
1st in Literacy and Numeracy, and 1st in Gr 1M:
Kutloano Taule

A W A R D S

Grade 1M

A N D

3rd in Literacy: Sibusiso Gumede
2nd in Numeracy: Bathandwa Manyamalala
2nd in Life Skills: Lebohang Makgatho
3rd in Life Skills: Tsholofelo Mokgoasi
2nd in Literacy and 3rd in Numeracy:
KudakwasheMatabire
1st in Literacy, Numeracy and Life Skills, and 1st in Gr 1B:		
Simphiwe Radebe

2nd Literacy: Ian Mphiphira
3rd in Literacy: Daluxolo Sithebe
1st in Numeracy: Nicky Ntilikwendera
3rd in Numeracy: Boitumelo Khoanyane
1st in Life Skills: Thuto Koenane
2nd in Life Skills: Lyanda Mtembu
3rd in Life Skills: Buhle Skosana
1st in Literacy, 2nd in Numeracy and 1st in Gr 3R:
Olebogwe Matlala
Da Sousa Cup for Reading in Grade 3: Ulemu Kadzuwa
Religious Education book prizes
Gr 1B: Bontle Madisenyane
Gr 1M: Tshepiso Tshabalala
Gr 2B: Lesego Mogale

Grade 2B
1st in Literacy: Thando Sangweni
1st in Numeracy: Kgosiemang Mosinki
3rd in Numeracy: Morena Mdalana
1st in Life Skills: Kgosietsile Mosinki
2nd in Life Skills : Andile Dube
3rd in Literacy and Life Skills: Hans Itefela
2nd in Literacy and Numeracy, and 1st in Gr 2B:
Nkanyezi Maclare
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Grade 4M
Progress Award: Ofentse Somo
Service Award, distinction in Arts & Culture: Cristiana Fita
1st in Religion: Savannah Campbell
1st in Arts & Culture with distinction: Nkosinathi Maseko
Top 3 in Grade 4

Gr 2M: Pertunia Mashiloane
Gr 3C: Nokwanda Dube
Gr 3R: Ian Mphiphira
Grade 4S
P R I Z E S
A N D

1st in Religion: Lesedi Maqhiza
1st in isiZulu: Simphiwe Shabalala
Progress Award: Yves Nkobo
Distinction in Arts & Culture: Karabo Malatjie
1st in Afrikaans with distinction, Service Award:
Michaela Alexander

1st in Sesotho and 3rd in the grade: Reabetswe Madibu
1st in Mathematics and distinctions in Arts & Culture and
Economic & Management Sciences and 2nd in the grade:
Sarah Kazembe
1st in Life Orientation, English, Natural Sciences and Social
Sciences, with distinction in Social Sciences and 1st in
Gr 4: Lehlohonolo Makhoadi
Grade 5B
Liturgy Team: Refilwe Sithole
Progress Award: Neo Taule
Distinction in Arts & Culture: Tshepo Nyanda
1st in Arts & Culture with distinction: Nonhlanhla Maclare
1st in Sesotho with distinctions in Sesotho and Arts &
Culture: Ntulikazi Meela
1st in Religion and Life Orientation, distinctions in Life
Orientation and Economic & Management Sciences,
Service Award and Liturgy Team: Alyssa Potgieter

A W A R D S

Grade 5M
Distinction in Arts & Culture: Nonhlanhla Dlamini
Service Award: Marilha Mavuba
Progress Award: Isreal Mthembu
Distinctions in Arts & Culture and Natural Sciences:
Tshegofatso Matseba
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Top 3 in Grade 6
1st in Religion, Mathematics and Social Sciences, with
distinctions in Arts & Culture, English, and Mathematics.
On the Liturgy Team and 3rd in the grade: Santa Pinheiro
Distinctions in Arts & Culture and English and 2nd in the
grade: Kekeletso Skosana
1st in Natural Sciences, Arts & Culture, and isiZulu, and 1st
in Gr 6: Pulane Maake
Grade 7P

Top 3 in Grade 5

P R I Z E S
A N D
A W A R D S

Distinctions in Arts & Culture, Natural Sciences, Social
Sciences and Economic & Management Sciences, and 3rd
in the grade: Mpho Moabi
Distinctions in Zulu, Arts & Culture, Maths, Natural
Sciences, and Economic & Management Sciences, and
2nd in the grade: Siph’esihle Sibeko
1st in Religion, English, Afrikaans, Maths, Natural Sciences,
Social Sciences and Economic & Management Sciences,
with distinctions in Arts & Culture, English, Afrikaans,
Maths, Natural Sciences, Social Sciences and Economic &
Management Sciences, a distinction aggregate and 1st in
Gr 5: Imani Nyezi

Progress Award: Rethabile Chomane
Distinction in Economic & Management Sciences:
Simphiwe Mahlangu
1st in Religion, distinction in English: Masego Mosupye
1st in Afrikaans with a distinction: Chene Stevens
Distinctions in Afrikaans and English: Thato Sebogodi
Distinctions in English and isiZulu: Mbalenhle Mabuya
Distinctions in Arts & Culture, Afrikaans and Economic &
Management Sciences: Biisa Mohammed
Distinctions in Arts & Culture, English, isiZulu and
Economic & Management Sciences: Mbali Mahlangu

Grade 6C
Liturgy Team, Progress Award and a Scroll for Music:
Buhle Mahlangu
Liturgy Team and Service Award: Onkagile Nkwinika
1st in isiZulu with a distinction: Sithembiso Mokuwa
Distinction in English: Jessica Amoda
1st in Economic & Management Sciences:
Rhulane Mahane
1st in Life Orientation, English and Afrikaans, with a
distinction in English: Sinaye Komani
Grade 6L
Service Award: Luanne Ndlovu
Liturgy Team and Progress Award: Wezi Chirwa
Liturgy Team: Kagiso Semete
Distinction in Arts & Culture: Nicolle Charuma
1st in Arts & Culture with distinction, Liturgy Team:
Nadine Draper
Liturgy Team and distinction in Arts & Culture:
Percina Langa
1st in Religion, with distinction in Arts & Culture and
isiZulu: Somila Kima
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1st in English, Mathematics and Natural Sciences,
with distinctions in Arts & Culture, Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, Economic
& Management Sciences, a distinction aggregate and 1st
in Gr 7: Nobuhle Mazibuko
Special Awards
Margaret Smith Award for Cheerful Service:
Mampuru Mnikazi
Best Entrepreneur Award: Chene Stevens
Outstanding Leadership Award: Smanga Mthethwa
Best Reader in Grade 7: Mahlako Mothapo
Keeping Maths Alive: Reitumetse Mazibuko and Biisa
Mohammed
Maths Problem Solving & Critical Reasoning Trophy:
Smanga Mthethwa
Dux Award: Nobuhle Mazibuko
Sports Awards
Soccer
P R I Z E S

Player of the Year: Reitumetse Mazibuko
Goal-Scorer of the Year: Mnikazi Mampuru
Netball

A N D

Player of the Year: Karabo Ntuane
Goal-Scorer of the Year: Mbali Skosana
Athletics

A W A R D S

Victor Ludorum: Mnikazi Mampuru
Victrix Ludorum: Rhulane Mahane
Grade 7S
Distinction in Arts & Culture: Karabo Ntuane
Distinction in English: Merafe Kgatlego
1st in Social Sciences with distinction:
Kamogelo Makhene
1st in isiZulu with a distinction: Rosie Gumede
Distinctions in isiZulu and a Service Award: Mbali Skosana
1st in Mathematics with distinctions in Mathematics and
Social Sciences: Smanga Mthethwa
1st in Religion with distinctions in Mathematics and Social
Sciences and a Progress Award: Reitumetse Mazibuko
Top 3 in Grade 7
1st in Arts & Culture and Economic & Management
Sciences, with distinctions in Arts & Culture, Afrikaans,
Economic & Management Sciences and aggregate
distinction, and 3rd in Gr 7: Michelle Nagel
1st in Life Orientation, with distinctions in Life Orientation,
Arts & Culture, Afrikaans, English, Mathematics, a
distinction aggregate, Service Award and 2nd in Gr 7:
Mahlako Mothapo
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Sports Girl, who participated in Netball, Athletics, Rugby
with enthusiasm and effort: Rhulane Mahane
Sports Boy, who participated in Athletics, Soccer,
Basketball, Rugby with enthusiasm and effort, and was
House Captain for St Catherine: Mnikazi Mampuru

HEADMASTER’S PRIMARY
SCHOOL PRIZE-GIVING
ADDRESS
Let us be thankful that we are in a place
where people count
(Extract from the Headmaster’s 2010 Primary School
Prize-giving address)
When you get together with your families, it is usually
for what my grandmother always called “an occasion”.
Sometimes it is for a sad gathering and sometimes we are
celebrating – tonight is the celebration type. So what are
we celebrating? Is it what you have achieved through the
year? Yes, it is, but I want us to celebrate more than just
the awards tonight.

When I asked her why she wanted to come back, and
what was different about her new school, she simply said,
“This is where I know that I count, and I want to feel like
that again.”
I believe this is what we are celebrating here tonight: a
real South African school, which is not rich in things, but
rich in love; which is not poor either, in any sense; which is
constantly striving to improve itself; and which is always a

What we achieve is important, and we must celebrate
it. But above our achievements we must celebrate the
human, caring element of a family that keeps it together
and makes us want to meet and support one another.
To the Gr 7s moving up to high school, I want you to
remember that while I hope you will achieve excellent
results in the next phase of your schooling, what is most
important is your character and what other people learn
from you. Achieving for yourself is one thing, but inspiring
others by your example is even more important.
One of the matrics introduced me to a great friend of
hers last week as “my sister from another mother”. That
encapsulates perfectly the lessons that we nurture here
at Dominican. The biological link is a wonderful link, but
it is not the only way we can create family or support
mechanisms. We do it by the example we set in our
relationships with others.
We might not always get it right, but as we come
together as a Dominican family, let us be thankful that we
are in a place where people count.
Mike Thiel, 25 November 2010
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A family is the one place where we can relax and be
ourselves in a supportive and loving environment. It is the
one place where we can make mistakes and know that
there are people around us who will help us to get up
again. Family is the place where we know we count.
This is what I see every day at Dominican. One of the
most meaningful moments for me during 2010 was not
the World Cup (fun though it was), or the successes of
the children at our school alone (important though those
are), but it was when a child who spent many years in
our primary school (and who is now attending another
high school) came to see me to say how much she was
missing this school and to ask if she could come back
here next year.

A N D

Sometimes, however, we get together to share special
news, like the announcement of an engagement or a new
baby on the way; sometimes when we are together it is to
plan new directions for the family – where a child will go
to university, what will happen when Gogo can’t live on
her own any more.

It might surprise you to learn that teachers don’t teach
reading, writing or mathematics. We teach children, and
there is a very big difference. If you teach a subject, you
simply have to put the work up on the board and hand
out homework; but if you teach children, you have to
connect. Perhaps that is why that child wants to return:
because she understands intuitively that here she is
important, more than just the results of exams or sport
matches.

P R I Z E S

I have American friends who are celebrating Thanksgiving
at present. They tell me it is celebrated much like we
would celebrate Christmas, but without the religious
element. For them it is the only time of the year when the
extended family regularly gets together. For many of us,
this time is Christmas.

place of safety and a place where people count.
I would like to commend our talented and committed
teachers for another year of improvement and growth in
the primary school. They are sometimes tough, but only
when it is needed, and the warmth they display when a
child needs it convinces me daily that they make up an
exceptional team.

other awards
Head’s Academic Awards
Congratulations to all those recognised in the annual
Academic Awards assemblies
GRADE 4

GRADE 10 – MOST IMPROVEMENT
Grace Thabethe, Zukiswa Mbasa, Jenny Nzolantima,
Mlungisi Radebe
GRADE 11 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS

P R I Z E S

Sarah Kazembe, Lehlohonolo Makhoadi, Esther Mujana,
Reabetswe Madibu, Princess Tshidino

Jean-Pierre Petersen, Ponciana Fita, Dimpho Vilankulu,
Mbali Nkosi, Mandlenkosi Shingwenyana, Xolo Mdlalose,
Karabo Galetloe, Griscael Moukoko, Zinzi Modige,
Remofiloe Sebobe, Marheb Badianyama, Makhotso Maiko

GRADE 5

GRADE 11 – MOST IMPROVEMENT

Imani Nyezi, Siph’esihle Sibeko, Mpho Moabi, Ntulikazi
Meela, Tshegofatso Matseba

Matshidiso Nhlapo, Mbali Ngcobo, Thembi Masondo,
Deolinda Simango

GRADE 6

GRADE 12 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS

Pulane Maake, Santa Pinheiro, Sinaye Komani, Kekeletso
Skosana, Jessica Amoda

Koketso Molotsi, Carina de Beer, Edite Langa, Khotso
Matobole, Duduzile Maseko, Katlego Motau, Khumo
Khunwane, Nkrumah Pinheiro, Gosiame Makwela, Siphiwe
Matore, Vusiwe Mashinini, Lindiwe Khumalo, Jambase
Magwentshu, Paula Ssebunnya

GRADE 7
Nobuhle Mazibuko, Michelle Nagel, Smanga Mthethwa,
Mahlako Mothapo, Mbali Skosana

GRADE 12 – MOST IMPROVEMENT

A N D
A W A R D S

GRADE 8 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS

Ntheti Morapeli, Patience Mathe, Katleho Mpele

Tiago Almeida, Divine-Christine Ssebunnya, Baanetse
Madiba, Sindile Dube, Thobeka Ngcongo, Ayanda Africa,
Monwabisi Tshayinca, Bandile Nhlapo

High School Good Behaviour Pays Off
Who says good behaviour doesn’t pay? It certainly did
recently, as those with most merits were rewarded for
their efforts during the year at a special assembly. With
Marheb Badianyama winning a voucher for top number
of merits in the school and all recipients enjoying tea and
cake, it was a great day”

GRADE 8 – MOST IMPROVEMENT
Tiisetso Moleo, Thabitha Seabi, Mandisa Dlamini, Dino
Coetzee, Elizabete Casimiro, Mandisa Chirwa
GRADE 9 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS
Mpho Ntshong, Jussara Cardosa, Miriam Ssebunnya,Lydia
Madumo, Nkanyezi Jula, Tavena Badianyama, Cameron
Rajah, Akshaar Ramsurwaj and Naledi Rapeshu
GRADE 9 – MOST IMPROVEMENT
Andile Dube, Bongiwe Ngele, Lebohang Majola, Asanda
Nene,Joelene Ndhlovu, Xolile Vilakazi
GRADE 10 – HIGHEST ACHIEVERS
Mokgadi Lebea, Bontle Serai, Nonhle Ndaba, Deborah
Nzolantima, Theano Shubane, Sandile Malawana, Lizeka
Makalima, Kgololosego Segapo, Lungelo Mphahlele,
Bridgette Dlamini, Mlungisi Radebe, Nkamogeleng Letsie,
Mpho Radebe, Tshireletso Mentor
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GRADE R GRADUATION
off to big school
You can’t beat the excitement of the Gr R graduation
ceremony, when the happiness of the little ones
is matched by the exuberance of their parents!
Congratulations to all as they take the next step in their
school careers.

P R I Z E S
A N D
A W A R D S
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RELIGIOUS
feast days
FEB 5 – Yellow ribbons
were everywhere during
Mass on the Feast of
St Thomas.

ash wednesday
Lent Begins
FEB 19 – With the readings of the day challenging us
not to put on long faces, or to feel sorry for ourselves
when things go wrong, Ash Wednesday started a time of
reflection for all of us, a time to be aware of our own lives
and of the needs of those around us.

“Though it took place on the school premises, I found
it amazing in that the instructors were able to bring the
best out of us. I learnt something new.” – Gloria Fita
“It was an experience of a lifetime, which made me realise
how many things I am ignorant about.”
– Itumeleng Mdalana
“[It was] a day of spiritual fulfilment, as we were able to
connect.” – Kelebogile Maimela

stations of the cross and
paschal meal
APR 16 – As is traditional, Term 1 ended with the DCS
“Stations” service and the staff Paschal meal ceremony.
Both were enjoyed as the end of the Lenten season.
Lent was truly vital for reflection. The Gr 11s received the
Diocesan Pilgrimage Cross for a week, which summed up
the importance of acknowledging, inviting and accepting
Jesus Christ into our lives.

R E L I G I O U S

retreats
GrADE 8 Bosco Retreat
MAR 12 – The St Don Bosco Youth Centre always focuses
the Gr 8s at the start of their High School journey – and
2010 was no different, as the programme reminded us
that we are all special. We started the day with Mass and
the friendly Bosco team ran informative and challenging
activities for us at this, our first High School retreat.
GrADE 5s On Retreat
MAR 19 – “I had such a great day at Koinonia Centre as
we realised that we are all one – all God’s children and all
united. Thank you!” – Khumo Peete, Gr 5B
Our Confirmation Retreat
JUN 9 – In a very emotional experience, which was
also an eye-opener, the Gr 11 confirmation candidates
went on their formal preparation retreat. Miss Francisca
answered our questions clearly and this retreat has given
us a new meaning and a clearer understanding of God
and his works. I really enjoyed the experience and wish
to thank Mrs Motha and Mrs Bouman on behalf of the
confirmation group. – Gemma Bowes, Gr 11P
GrADE 11 On Retreat
“Uplifting and inspirational – as I expected it to be. We
really enjoyed the day and thank Mrs Motha and the
school for organising such a joyous day for us. We should
do this often.” – Bongani Radebe and Karabo Galetlole
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Personally, I felt that the Stations of the Cross laid an
uneasy path for us Christians to walk, as we captured the
heart-breaking images of His struggle. His resurrection
became the final destination to victory at the end of a
long walk. – Makhotso Maiko, Gr 11 Liturgy Team

Archbishop ConFIrms CONFIRMATION At
St Anne’s
JUL 30 – We were all quite nervous and pressured by the
thought of standing in front of Archbishop Buti Tlhagale.
The whole week saw Confirmation candidates paging
through notes and studying every little thing that could
help them out. But the night turned out to be a joyful
and exciting one as we took this important step in our
spiritual life. Our preparation had been nerve-wracking
both spiritually and emotionally, and we thank Sister
Imelda and Mrs Motha for all the hard work put into
preparing us. – Mbali Mjwara and Deolinda Simango,
Confirmation candidates

baptisms

R E L I G I O U S

cRowning of mary
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Confirmation Outreach Programme
JUL 30 – The Gr 11 Confirmation group donated blankets
to Kgosi Neighbourhood Foundation as part of our
outreach programme. We hope our contribution will
make a difference and change lives. – Itumeleng Mdalana,
Gr 11R

catholic Schools’ sunday
AUG 6 – Sunday 1 August saw a DCS presence at four
parishes – St Anne’s (Belgravia), Holy Family (Spruitview),
Our Lady of Loreto (Kempton Park) and St Albert’s
(Vosloorus). Our learners displayed posters and handed
out bookmarks at the parishes where this was permitted,
read letters about Catholic schooling at the end of Mass
and answered questions about Dominican to interested
parishioners. Some parishes did not allow this to happen,
and while I commend the parishes that supported us, it
is disturbing to note that other parishes were not keen
on working with Catholic schools. The question is why?
Well done to everybody from the Dominican family who
reminded us why our Catholic schools are one of our
most powerful evangelising agents. – Mrs Rosa Motha,
RE Co-ordinator
R E L I G I O U S

1st Holy Communion: A
Blessed Morning
OCT 20 – Everything was in order – all systems go for
the great occasion of the First Holy Communion. But,
when we got to St Anne’s, there was no electricity! A
quick prayer to our Lord Jesus Christ changed the whole
scenario and the Mass went well, from the beautifully
arrayed first Communicants to the angelic singing of our
Primary School choir. A great thank you to Sister Bernita
and all those people involved in the preparations. We
hope all our First Communicants grow in their love for
Christ. Congratulations! – Mrs R Motha, Religious
Education Co-ordinator
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graDE 7 cso diocesan mass
NOV 26 – The chance for all Gr 7s in Catholic schools
to meet and share in celebrating Mass was a special
occasion at Regina Mundi Church.

academics
matrics
Refilwe Leads Matrics To Excellence
JAN 15 – Coming up top of the class in the Independent
Examination Board (IEB) matric exams, 2009 Head Girl
Refilwe Mashile led last year’s matrics to a good set of
results in these challenging private school exams. With
15% of the matrics achieving subject distinctions, 85%
able to study for degrees and diplomas, and improved
subject averages, this second year of IEB exams proved
that our children have what it takes to achieve and our
teachers can produce top-quality results. Refilwe achieved
distinctions in English (85%), Afrikaans (85%), Mathematics
(95%), Physical Science (83%), Life Orientation (81%), Life
Sciences (84%) and Maths 3 (91%), while just missing an
eighth distinction with Accounting (79%). A later remark
gave her 80% for Accounting. Her hard work has already
paid off as she sits with three full university scholarship
offers to choose between. Refilwe outlined her study plans
at school this week before she heads off to the University of
Cape Town where she will be studying towards an Actuarial
Science degree. She hopes one day to be a management
consultant and, after spending her entire schooling here at
Dominican, has promised to visit often.

matHEMATICS
Thanks to the wonderful support of the Epoch and
Optima Trust, Dominican Maths results are improving all
the time

Maths Learners Say:
“An exciting and informative way to start our Gr 12
year! Mr Musada gave us great motivation to become
mathematicians, and that was topped by Ms Moipolai’s
detailed guide to our curriculum. Having this experience
makes me hope that all teachers strive for such passion
and enthusiasm about their subjects.” – Paula Ssebunnya,
Gr 12A
“The day was insightful. Thanks to our Maths teachers,
I now have a clear idea of the year ahead and what is
expected from me.” – Gosiame Makwela, Gr 12M
“It was an inspiring experience that captured my mind.
It changed my attitude towards Maths. I will not forget
the motivational speech from Mr Musada titled: ‘I am a
mathematician and I am blessed!’” – Innocent Diteko,
Gr 12A
Marking World Maths Day
Primary School
MAR 12 – Our theme was “Uniting learners with numbers”,
and every grade made a presentation highlighting how
Maths is related to our daily lives. A parent, Mr Peter
Mphahlele, gave us much insight into Maths use in our
world today, whilst Ms Precious Nkwane (from Tastic
Rice) shared how Maths is part of her field too. Mr Daya
Raam and his team from Nedbank filled us in on the daily
banking process and the importance of counting our
money and saving it in a bank account. With all grades
contributing to a “Maths Mini-Market”, learners sold items
that had Mathematical concepts attached to them, with
all funds raised going towards our Lenten Appeal.
– Mahlako Mothapo, Gr 7
I learnt that…
“Tastic grains swell up to three times their size when
boiled.” – Christina Fita, Gr 4M
“My parents need to open a savings account for me and
invest in my future.” – Xolani Msibi, Gr 4A
“Most 2010 soccer stadiums have geometric shapes.”
– Hloni Makhoadi, Gr 4M

Mathematics Symposium
JAN 22 – Sounds a little frightening, doesn’t it?! But Friday
15 January 2010 was a remarkable day for our Gr 12
Maths learners, as the Maths department set the scene

“Maths is all around us and is fun for everyone.” – Lunga
Mdakane and Wezi Chirwa, Gr 6L
High School
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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Congratulations to all the matrics on a great set of results
and to their teachers on the incredible input that has
enabled us to achieve at this level.

for a successful year. The day was filled with inspiring
moments, with the Maths teachers taking the learners
through an orientation for matric success, and outlining
the expectations the teachers have and what the matrics
need to do to excel at the end of the year. Among other
things, the department explained the syllabus to the
learners. – Ms Moipolai, Maths Head of Department

“Dominican took on the world in the Maths competition
and came out first, second and – amusingly – last. It
was fun, as our friends would laugh at us when we
came last, but we also encouraged and helped each
other to get to the first position. For many, our strongest
opponents seemed to be the Chinese [learners]. We are
looking forward to beating them next time!” – Shadadi
Karikumbuga, Gr 12, Maths Club President

Maths Department At It Again On PI Day
“Don’t ever say Maths can’t be fun at Dominican! Imagine
a world where Maths is turned into art … drama …
poems … songs … even jokes. That’s exactly what
happened when Pi (π) Day dawned!” – Ms Kesa Moipolai,
Mathematics HOD
“Pi day helped us to measure circles – it was also fun to
dance.” – Emmaculate Lembede, Gr 8M
“We worked in groups and got to know each other’s
strengths and weaknesses ... and ‘work’ was different for
once!” – Molemo Huma, Gr 8C
“Taking a walk along the passages of the Maths
department you would have heard Ms Moipolai’s matric
class chanting:
‘Today is Pi Day (3, 14), you square the radius and the
answer is found; you said you don’t know, I told you don’t
lie, just work with a smile find the area around. Today
is Pi Day, your calculator don’t lie, make your mistakes,
Moipolai is around. Today is Pi Day, today is Pi Day!’
What an enjoyable experience, filled with fun and
excitement!” – Maths Matrics

A C A D E M I C S

Playing Maths Bingo in Gr 2

“The World Maths Day competitions were fun and
challenging. The questions were simple but, unfortunately,
time was limited. Looking forward to next year!”
– Cameron Rajah, Gr 9
“The day proved to be surprising as we were challenged
mentally. It was rather difficult and tested our unique
Maths skills. Thanks to Ms Moipolai and the Maths Club for
a wonderful day!” – Ntheti Morapeli, Gr 12
Maths Club Parliament
Maths Club Parliament is a school-wide initiative,
run on Monday afternoons, which helps learners see
Mathematics as a great subject.
It has been very difficult choosing our executive
committee. Congratulations to: President: Shadadi
Karikumbuga (Gr 12); Deputy President: Lindiwe Khumalo
(Gr 12); Project Manager: Koketso Makgale (Gr 12); Deputy
Project Manager: Marheb Badianyama (Gr 11); Marketing
Manager: Xolo Mdlalose (Gr 11); Assistant: Emmaculate
Lembede (Gr 8); Personnel Administrator: Ntheti Morapedi
(Gr 12); Additional Members: Lebo Mosebi (Gr 12) and
Patience Mathe (Gr 12). – Ms Kesa Moipolai,
Mathematics HOD
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Maths Extravaganzas
APR 30 – “The Gr 8 and 9 classes have enjoyed a Saturday
each of Maths! The turnout was awesome and parents
were also excited about this intensive day of extra Maths.
The Gr 8s achieved a 74% average in the assessment
we gave them – a good sign for the future!” – Mr Thulani
Masum, Intern Teacher
“The extravaganza was great! We enjoyed ourselves so
much, even though we originally weren’t enthusiastic
about the idea of coming to school on a Saturday and
doing Maths the whole day! We did many Maths activities
and enjoyed sharing jokes with our teachers. We wouldn’t
mind coming again. Thank you to our teachers for their
efforts in improving our understanding of Maths.”
– Nokuthula Ndebele, Gr 8N
Mathematics = Fun
How did Dominican Gr 12 learners spend their holidays?
Doing Maths, of course! Maths camp was fun – teachers
covered many revision aspects, and learners explored
their skills and loved the experience. This is what the
learners had to say:

“Two words: agility and perseverance. Maths camp
basically revolved around the two – initial preparation for
the prelims that really geared the matrics. It was a vital
camp that was equal work and fun time. Thanks to Papa
Nkomo and Mama Moipolai.” – Zweli Mosiane

Amesa Inspires Teachers
APR 30 – Thanks to support from the Epoch and Optima
Trusts, the DCS Maths teachers attended the inspiring
Amesa Congress in Durban during the holidays. The
congress, with the theme “Mathematics – the Pulse of the
Nation” left the teachers fired up to teach and make Maths
interesting to learners. It is clear from the work of the
teachers this term and the zeal from the learners that DCS
definitely has its finger on the pulse! – Ms Kesa Moipolai,
HOD Mathematics

Block day
DCS Block Days
MAR 12 – The High School is doing things differently at
the moment, with two block days of extension work and
lengthier periods for academic classes. The first day saw
religious retreats for Gr 8 learners, high finance for the
Gr 9s and academic focus for the seniors.

ieb conferences
IEB Conferences
FEB 12 – All matric teachers are attending Independent
Examinations Board (IEB) subject conferences on the
weekends. Ms Burger reported a strong message from
the Afrikaans conference about the need for academic
rigour in teaching, especially developing higher-order
thinking skills. She believes the expectations are high
but attainable and all learners should be expanding their
Afrikaans vocabulary by reading a variety of texts in their
own time.
In all subjects the importance of a solid foundation is
clear, so all children (not just the Gr 12s!) should realise
that they are building their matric success now – even if
they are only in Gr 8! – Ms Marina Burger, Head of
High School

Wallabies Trading Game
MAR 12 – In a full-day dynamic simulation activity
run by the Johannesburg School of Finance, the
Gr 9s became competitive syndicates as teams came to
grips with the financial mechanics of business. Finance,
entrepreneurship, business and micro-economic skills
were all honed by our future entrepreneurs as they
battled concepts such as financial calculations and
considerations, risk taking, uncertainty in markets,
marketing and strategic planning. – Mr Franc Sobreira,
Commerce HOD
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A C A D E M I C S

“Maths camp, hmmmmm … It was a great experience,
full of learning. I have never seen learners so excited to do
Maths. Now that we have been trained and prepared, all
I can say is: prelims and final exams, here we come! To all
the Maths learners, the sky is the limit – heads up! Thanks
to our dedicated teachers, Ms Moipolai and Mr Nkomo,
you have never given up on us.” – Innocent Diteko

AMESA MATHS conference

subject choices

A C A D E M I C S

MAR 19 – Parents
attended an informative
night, where they listened
to teachers vigorously
promoting their subjects.
A point to remember is
that a “correct” subject is
one a learner enjoys, has
an interest in, can excel in
and which can be part of
a future path. Contact Mr
Steyl with any queries on
jsteyl@dominican.co.za.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR
MAR 12 – Unathi Nyhila (Gr 6) went to Absa Bank in
Bedfordview to collect the debit card for her very first
bank account! She sold all her angels at Entrepreneur’s
Day and banked R180. She is very proud and even
deposited a further R20 while she was there to prove that
she had not forgotten her Economic and Management
Sciences lesson on how to complete a deposit slip!

parent consultation
evenings
Parents Collect Reports
MAR 16 – Many parents made sure they collected the
academic progress reports at the end of Term 1 and
progress discussions with teachers went on well into
the dark! Thank you to those parents who show such an
active interest in the development of their children.
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portablE fridge
Portable NonElectric Fridge
APR 16 – I made my own
little fridge. It took time
to make. It was difficult
to get it to balance. I
made a bowl of jelly,
which I put outside in my
fridge that night. In the
morning I found that my
jelly had set. – Tawonga
Chuma, Gr 5B

matrics in business
GrADE 12 on wall street
APR 30 – The matrics spent a Saturday engaging
with current affairs issues during the Business Studies
PowerPoint Presentations. The day involved discussing
topics such as the impact of the recession, taxi strikes and
the sustainability of the 2010 World Cup, and learners
engaged with the topics in an interesting manner, often
citing their opinions and well-researched statistics and
information. It was wonderful to see how excited the
matrics were to engage with real economic issues in such
a mature manner. – Mr Franc Sobreira, HOD Commerce

ems olympiad
MAY 7 – Naledi Raphesu, Akshaar Ramsurwaj and
Cameron Rajah were selected to represent DCS in
the 2010 Economic and Management Sciences Olympiad.
The trio reached the third round and we are very pleased
with their efforts – in spite of many obstacles, they came
second. This competition helps with standardisation
in this learning area. – Ms Yvonne Potgieter, Gr 9
EMS Teacher

Grade 5’s In A Story
Skirmish At The Library
AUG 13 – “Nine Dominican Gr 5s read and read and read
in preparation for the first round of the Rhodes Park
Reading competition. What a wonderful experience they
had! They were well prepared and answered questions on
the books confidently, which earned them second place
on the day.” – Mrs Kim Bechus, Gr 5 Teacher

A C A D E M I C S

“The competition was lots of fun but we were nervous in
the beginning. Although we came second, we all tried our
best and were congratulated on the reading we did to be
able to answer the questions. Thank you to Mrs Bechus for
preparing us so well.” – Alyssa Potgieter and Mpho
Moabi, Gr 5

isasa social
sciences breakfast
NOV 12 – Hosting a range of independent primary
schools for this annual breakfast was a treat and the
smells of bacon wafted up from the hall to the High
School classrooms. With an outstanding performance
by the Primary School choir, a challenging presentation
by our own Ms McNulty, and a chance to network with
other independent school teachers, the morning was
a privilege and a pleasure. We welcomed around 80
teachers to our world.

grADE 9
entrepreneur’s day
SEP 17 – Making money while you learn – is that possible?
In an entrepreneurial morning featuring everything from
food to games, make-up to dancing, the Gr 9s proved it.
As Naledi Raphesu (Gr 9H) tells us: “All the learners had
vibrant and interesting stalls from which they showcased
their managerial, marketing and entrepreneurial skills. We
got a glimpse of the challenges of being in the world of
business! Thank you to Ms Potgieter for organising and for
all who supported us.”
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DCS Faces
SACEE Challenge
SEP 17 – Silence echoed through our corridors last
Wednesday as the High School students faced the
daunting task of completing the 2010 South African
Council for English Education Language Challenge.
This is the third year that we have entered this national
competition – a competition entered by many prestigious
schools – and we are proud to say that each year our
results show an improvement, which is a clear reflection
that our English at Dominican is reaching new heights.
– Mrs A Antunes, English HOD

A C A D E M I C S

exams
Good Luck, Matrics!
OCT 29 – Classes are over for the 2010 matrics and we
wish them the best of luck for their final Independent
Examination Board exams, which started this week!
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Sport
AthleticS
House Captains Elected
JAN 29 – Congratulations to the newly elected
leaders of houses:
Primary School Captains for 2010
St Catherine: Calvin Msebele and Mbali Mahlangu
St Thomas: Reitumetse Mazibuko and Michelle Nagel
St Dominic: Kamogelo Makhene and Kgatlego Merafe
High School Captains for 2010
St Catherine: Mkini Maseko and Tshepiso Tsotetsi;
Vice-Captains: Lunga Maseko and Mbali Zwane
St Thomas: Shadadi Karikumbuga and Lindiwe Khumalo;
Vice-Captains: Zweli Mosiane and Sanele Morgan
St Dominic: Katiso Dube and Carina de Beer;
Vice-Captains: Malefetsane Mpitso and Remofilwe Sebobe
Athletes Show Their Pace
FEB 12 – After weeks of rain and postponements, both
Primary (at Murray Park) and High School (at Wits track)
Inter-House Athletics Meetings took place last week. The
events are always vibrant occasions. This year field events
were added and there was greater competition between
the houses. With some field events only being completed
this week, final scores will be announced next week!

The final points and the winning house for 2010:
1st Place – 257 points – St Catherine (Red)
2nd Place – 255 points – St Dominic (Green)
3rd Place – 251 points – St Thomas (Yellow)
Junior Girls’ Victrix Ludorum – Elizabete Cassimiro
Junior Boys’ Victor Ludorum – Peter Mbimala
Senior Girls’ Victrix Ludorum – Remifiloe Sebobe,
Palesa Mosebi, Thembi Masondo
Senior Boys’ Victor Ludorum – Success Lekgoati
Laying An Athletics Foundation
MAR 26 – The joy of the Foundation Phase children
was tangible when they ran in their very own Athletics
Meeting, a fun event in which participation was
everything – regardless of athletic ability. If you think
potatoes are for mash and chips, think again! The potato
and spoon race was a hit, and the beaming faces of
learners showing off their hard-earned medals was a prize
in itself! – Mrs Busi Mwelase, Gr 1 Teacher

S P O R T

Inter-house Athletics

FEB 19 – Introducing field events has brought about the
downfallof St Thomas as the dominant sports house for
the past five years. As many tried their skills at high jump,
long jump, shot put and discus, a host of surprises and
talent has been unearthed.

Running
FEB 5 – If you are ever awake at 05h30 and walking down
Park Street, you would be forgiven for feeling a little
confused. For approximately 20 minutes the entire road
is taken up by an onward, rushing wave of blue! One
blink and you may miss it, such is the speed of this wave.
However, if you were to have a closer look, you would see
that what you were watching was, in fact, the morning
run from Dominican. As we enter the third week of this
(very early!) morning activity, we can start taking real
pride in the hard work we have put in. The determination
of the learners to finish the run each morning has been
outstanding. However, as John Bingham once famously
said, “The miracle isn’t that I finished. The miracle is that I
had the courage to start.” – Felix Stevenson (Gap student)
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010

41

Inter-School Athletics
FEB 12 – Congratulations to the following Primary School
learners: Kamogelo Makhene, Aathi Komani, Tshegofatso
Matseba, Linamandla Msumza, Boitumelo Khoanyane,
Thandiwe Padzuma and Bathandwa Manyamalala. They
reached the next round and will represent District 9 at the
Johannesburg Stadium. We’re really proud of you! – Rita
Chendip, Primary School Sport

neighbours, Jeppe Boys’. Both games against the Pretoria
schools, St Albans and Pretoria Boys’, had to be cancelled,
so this derby was our first in a few weeks.
RESULT: DCS vs JEPPE BOYS’
U14 won 25 –12
U15 lost 29 – 40
Open won 37 – 30
FEB 25 – The U16 boys struggled in the St John’s U16
tournament, but calamities of the previous game had to
be forgotten and the next game focused upon in a short
period of time. We look forward to improvements at the
International School of South Africa U16 tournament later
this year.

S P O R T

Athletes Go To District
MAR 5 –
Congratulations
to our Primary
School shining stars:
Kamogelo Makhene
(U13) – 4th in 200m
Lindamandla Msumza
(U10) – 5th in 80m
Thandiwe Padmuza
(U7) – 3rd in 60m; 5th
in 80m

DCS 5, King Edward 73 (lost)
DCS 13, Pretoria Boys’ 52 (lost)
DCS 31, American International School 20 (won)
DCS 11, St Andrew’s College 43 (lost)
DCS 13, St John’s College 40 (7th/8th-place play off ) (lost)
MAR 5 – DCS vs Sacred Heart College
Open won 42 – 32
U16 won 20 – 17
U14 lost 9 – 31
Well done, all! – Mr Sidrick Moore, Head of Sport

Basketball
JAN 22 – The battle continues! One of our biggest rivalries
resumes as we face St Benedict’s when the league restarts. St Benedict’s has often basked in the glory, while
DCS was not in its league – until now … Dominican had
some tough games, but is happy to issue a warning to
watch out for new learners who come with enthusiasm
and skill. Game on! – Mr Moore (Director of Sport)
Basketball – Boys
FEB 29 – DCS vs St Benedict’s
Open Postponed due to rain
U16 lost 21 – 27
U15 lost 15 – 28
U14 Postponed due to rain
Lack of training led to these results, but with the help of
our two new basketball coaches, our extra two hours on
court will pay off!
FEB 19 – As a result of rain and transport problems, the
number of games postponed or cancelled is worrying,
and we have only managed to play against our
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Basketball –girls
MAR 12 – DCS vs The
Hill School
U17 won 26 – 19
U15 won 12 – 6
Who dares question our
girls’ skill? Well done, all!
– Mr Sidrick Moore, Head
of Sport

MAR 26 – DCS vs Maryvale U17 lost 11 – 26
The basketball girls lost a very difficult game against
Maryvale, despite all their efforts. The fight will continue in
the third term… – Matshidiso Nhlapo, Gr 11

SEP 10 – Thato Zwane participated in the first edition
of the Gauteng Youth Basketball League, which has run
every weekend since June. During the holidays he played
in the final for Boston Celtics, the ultimate winners of the
championships. Well done, Thato!

Meschac Moukoko scored 20 points, Lethabo Montjane
added 16, Amani Nyezi 10 (8 rebounds), Makhensa Nkuna
7 (6 rebounds) and Lungelo Mphahlele 4 (and 3 assists).
Rookie Geoffrey Chimalizeni, playing his debut for the
open team, scored a 3-pointer in his opening shot and
added 5 points to the score line. Well done, boys! – Mr
Elvis Dickson, Coach
Other results:
DCS Boys vs Maryvale
U14 lost 12 – 8
U16 lost 21 – 15
DCS Boys vs Edenvale High
Open Boys lost 24 – 22

S P O R T

Gauteng Basketball
AUG 13 –
Congratulations to
Remofiloe Sebobe
(Gr 11) and Matshidiso
Nhlapo (Gr 11), who
have been selected to
represent Gauteng at
the National Basketball
Tournament in
September 2010. This
is a great honour for
the girls and the school
and confirms DCS as a
breeding ground for the
sport. Well done, girls
– we will watch your
progress with pride! –
Mr Sidrick Moore, Head
of Sport

OCT 1 – DCS Open Boys played the much anticipated
derby game against Barnato Park recently. Starting as a
strongly contested match, the first quarter ended with the
Barnato boys 6 – 4 up. But the Dominican boys recovered
in the second and third quarters with five 3-pointer shots
from Meschac Moukoko and aggressive defensive and
offensive rebounds by Makhensa Nkuna putting DCS into
the lead at the end of the third quarter, 24 – 37. Lethabo
Montjane (our point guard) continued to penetrate and
demolished the opponents’ defence, creating scoring
opportunities and finally nailing the now-confused and
disoriented Barnato Park boys in the fourth quarter of the
game. The match ended 34 – 62 in favour of Dominican.

DCS Girls vs The Hill
U14 lost 26 – 0
U16 won 13 – 14
OCT 20 – Even though Makhensa Nkuna played his
heart out, DCS lost 23 – 46 to St Benedict’s. Our boys
lost control of the game from the first quarter, giving
away possession and facing strong tests of their team
spirit and athletic skill. We were caught in the fast breaks
and were slow to fall back on defence. Our opponents
took advantage and scored easy baskets. On the bright
side, we learnt valuable lessons on the importance of
participation, teamwork and practice. As the first half
of the 2010/2011 season concludes, we need to ask
ourselves as young athletes, did I represent my school
properly? Did I give 100% to the sport I love? What can
I do to improve my performance? It starts with attire
and proper sports gear for all sporting activities. Proper
dressing prepares you mentally and shows readiness.
We will be mapping out strategies to take Dominican
basketball back up to the level it belongs. Long live DCS
Basketball! – Mr Elvis Dickson, Basketball Coach
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Netball
U12 TRIALS
MAR 19 – Congratulations to Santa Pinheiro, Rhulane
Mahane, Somila Kima and Kekeletso Skosana, who
showed much talent and skill on Saturday, representing
our school and enjoying the competition. Keep up the
effort girls! – Mrs Amanda Maree, Coach
Netball Camp
APR 16 – At the beginning of the holiday, the Primary
School netball girls headed to Grootvlei for their
training camp. On the way there Mrs Sithole bought us
McDonald’s! Stephanie was our facilitator.
We enjoyed a swim before the U13s headed to the netball
courts for tasks while the U9, 10, 11 and 12 girls were
doing team-building activities. After all those tasks we
went to do team building where we had to carry a bucket
filled with water on top of a wooden pole. A night activity
had us guessing symbols before it was lights out.
On Saturday we had more training and also obstacle
courses in the lake and swimming. After the night-time
movie we were tired and headed for bed before some
midnight PT!
S P O R T

Sunday saw even more training and practice matches
against other schools in the afternoon. That evening we
were put to the test to see how creative each group was
by designing outfits. Khanyisile and I had to dress up
like rock stars, which was so much fun, and our group
members helped design the outfits. Monday was a final
walk and ride, clearing up and packing our bags before
the prizegiving.

Primary School Netball
APR 30 - DCS vs St Catherine’s
U9 lost 15 – 10
U10 lost 21 – 0
U11 won 9 – 1
U12 lost 5 – 6
Open lost 2 – 9
DCS vs Bishop Bavin
U9 lost 0 – 9
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U10 lost 0 – 13
U11 lost 5 – 10
U12 lost 2 – 8
U13 lost 3 – 9
Keep working at your skills, girls!
MAY 7 – DCS vs King David
U9 lost 2 – 3
U10 lost 1 – 2
U11 lost 6 – 20
U12 lost 6 – 12
U13 lost 3 – 8
Keep trying, girls! Practice makes perfect!
MAY 14 – DCS Primary vs Redham Primary
U9 lost 1 – 6
U10 lost 0 – 12
U11 drew 2 – 2
U12 lost 1 – 18
U13 lost 3 – 8
JUN 9 – DCS vs Assumption Convent
U9 lost 0 – 8
U10 lost 0 – 14
U11 lost 3 – 14
U12 lost 6 – 10 –
Keep striving for success, girls! – Mrs A Maree and
Mrs N Sithole, Coaches

High School Netball
APR 30 – DCS vs Summit College
U14 lost 4 – 12
U16 lost 8 – 13
Open won 15 – 3
DCS vs Sagewood
U14 won 7 – 0
U16 won 5 – 1
Open won 12 – 5
This was one of our best games ever! All DCS age groups
won their games. The cheering from our team-mates and
the coach spurred us on. Good shots, ladies! – Zanele
Maseko, U16 Goal Shooter

DCS vs King’s
U14 lost 2 – 7
U15 drew 6 – 6
U16 lost 0 – 9
U17 won 9 – 6
Open won 8 – 5
MAY 14 – This fixture felt free to hide on Freedom Day.
Eish! The things we do at the expense of freedom!
Anyhow ... on that four-day week, the DCS netball team
travelled west to challenge King’s School. Overall, we won
the day – but it was still a struggle to totally overcome our
opponents. We hope that we will address this in the near
future so that we can produce provincial players.

PRIMARY SCHOOL Inter-House Rivalry
AUG 6 – The Primary School enjoyed a house competition
on the netball courts. This event was fun with support,
team work, strategy and much more. As a green house
(St Dominic) player, I felt the warmth and support of our
fans. Congratulations to all house players for their hard
work in the games well played. At the end of the day, St
Thomas (yellow) was in first position, St Dominic (green)
was second and St Catherine (red) was third. Thank you to
Mrs Chendip, Mrs Sithole and Mrs Maree
for organising this great event, and to all those who
played and supported this successful tournament. – Santa
Pinheiro, Gr 6
High School Inter-House Netball
SEP 10 – This event was all that we had hoped it would
be. The courts were filled with enthusiastic players, who
were bursting with energy as they competed against
each other. The players left the courts laughing and
cheering as they recalled the great games they had just
played and witnessed.

JUN 9 – An eish! day against St Peter’s College, with some
valuable lessons learnt!

rugby

AUG 6 – Preparations for the 2011 netball season are in
full swing, with our current junior teams playing friendlies
against what will be their league opposition next year.
A training camp at
Maties in Stellenbosch
is what the girls are
trying to organise now
– a camp that a few
senior players attended
two years ago. As long
as DCS netball aspires
to hold the league
crown there will be
no slacking in the
effort that goes into
preparing for every
season, until we are
victorious.

A Senior Primary First – Rugby!
AUG 13 –“What an experience…. as the Gr 5 to Gr 7
boys were pleasantly surprised by three members of
the Gauteng Lions School Development Coaching
Team, running an introductory practice for us. Coaches
Zukisi, Basil and Vusi guided us with proper ball passing
and tactical skill and motivated us in team building. For
many of us it was a first to have gained insight into the
game. Thank you to the coaches and to Mrs Chendip for
organising this activity.”
– Smanga Mthethwa, Gr 7

Friendlies against
Saheti
U14 lost 0 – 3
U16 lost 0 – 4

S P O R T

DCS vs St Peters
U14 lost 0 – 9
U15 lost 5 – 9
U16 lost 0 – 15
U17 won 11 – 7
Open lost 16 – 22

“What an adrenalin rush, quick footwork, accurate passing
and communication was the order of the day at rugby
practice last week.” – Buhle Mahlangu, Gr 6
“Crouch, touch, pause, engage … passing the ball
backwards and great team work and communication
skills were enjoyed at rugby practice yesterday.” – Kagiso
Semete, Gr 6
AUG 20 – Last Saturday our Primary School rugby
enthusiasts were invited to the match between Gauteng
Lions and the Free State Cheetahs at Ellis Park. What
an experience! We were enthralled by the atmosphere
and the high-spirited game, and enjoyed observing the
strategy and game plan behind both teams. Thank you
to the Gauteng Lions for sponsoring the tickets, to Mrs
Chendip for organising this event and to Mrs Bouman for
her support. Teachers do indeed make a difference in our
lives! – Smanga Mthethwa, Gr 7

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010

45

SEP 23 – The rugby boys came back this term to the touch
league, with everybody trying to prove to Coach that we
were worthy of playing in the Friday touch games. Our
first game at the Zoo Lake fields was a friendly against
Greswald High – an intense game in which we showed
good team work, but ultimately lost 3 – 0.
The following week at Greenside High we did not go
down easily. We played a spirited game, and thanks to
the experience we gained from the previous week, we
managed to score 2 tries. The eventual outcome was 3 – 2
to the hosts. Well done boys! Keep charging forward like
mighty Spartans! Remember that with every game we
will grow in experience. – Dibaba Ekangyela, Gr 8

MAR 19 – The U14 and U16 soccer teams spent the weekend sweating on the fields of Mondeor High
School. I think the U14s took all the Dominican energy
and did not share with the U16s, as it did not go so
well for them, but there will be a next time, boys!
Congratulations to the Dominican U14s, who were the
overall tournament champions.
DCS 2, Horizon 1 (won)
DCS 2, Calvary 1 (won)
DCS 3, Calvary 1 (won)
Well done, guys! – Mr Masum, Coach
“It was great and we really impressed the coach with
our performance. We worked very hard and reaped the
rewards.” – Captain Vuyi Mkhaza

OCT 8 – What an awesome experience our first rugby
camp at Dominican was! Accompanied by two highly
qualified Gauteng Lions rugby development coaches,
Coach Vusi and Coach Thando, we learnt rugby skills,
hand-eye co-ordination, team-work, communication skills,
and strategic and tactical possession. The activities were
hands-on and physical, and included tag rugby, bleep
tests, fitness training and a rugby festival. Competition
was keen and we all gave of our best.

S P O R T

The camp was about more than just rugby, and we
enjoyed paintball, horse riding, running the obstacle
course and night activities where we encouraged
our peers to deal with their fears and take on any
challenge positively.
Thank you to Mrs Sithole for accompanying us and to Mrs
Chendip for organising the camp. Crouch ... Touch ... Pause
... Engage! – Smanga Mthethwa, Gr 7
TOUCH RUGBY LEAGUE
OCT 20 – Our determined rugby boys faced off against
the President Boys at Greenside High. Knowing they
are one of Gauteng’s best touch teams, we had to be
prepared and took our determination to the field to give
them a taste of what Dominican rugby is all about – for a
time at least. We unfortunately lost the game but gained
great experience. Good luck, boys, as we take on our next
opponent. – Jordy Bin Simba, Gr 9

Soccer
MAR 12 – The American International School hosted an
U13 Six-a-Side Tournament. We were very excited as this
was our first tournament for the season. The two DCS
teams played with skill, displaying ball control and teamwork. One of the teams featured in the quarterfinals, but
lost on a penalty shoot-out. Well played, boys! 2010
siyabangena (2010, here we come)! – Reitumetsi Mazibuko,
Smanga Mthethwa, Kamogelo Makhene, Gr 7
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Primary Soccer Camp
APR 30 – Whistles, soccer balls, kits and enthusiasm were
all we needed when we entered Camp Discovery in
Limpopo. We were welcomed with ball skills, team play
and great interaction with other schools. Saturday was
filled with soccer coaching and intensive training. We
played matches, watched movies, enjoyed a snake show
and a game trail and had loads of fun. Although our U11
team lost all their matches, they learnt a lot, while the U13
team progressed to the quarterfinals and Mpho Monali
and Mnikazi Mampuru were voted Most Valuable Players
from all schools. Well done to both of you! – Smanga
Mthethwa, Gr 7
DCS vs John Mitchell
U9 lost 0 – 1
U10 won 2 – 0
U11 lost 0 – 1
U13 lost 0 – 1
Keep striving for
greater success, boys!
– Coach Bongani
High School
Soccer
MAY 7 – The game against the Eagles’ Wings proved to
be memorable. DCS might have had difficulty finding

the school at first, but they absolutely had no difficulty
in finding the back of the net. Tebogo Rammutle was
the pick of the bunch with a hat-trick. The opponents
helped our score line with an own goal. We hope to do
our best for the rest of our shortened 2010 league. The
performance by the Open Team “youngsters” means the
future looks great for DCS soccer. – Freddy Faray Bin-Simba
and Thabo Kubheka, Gr 11

DCS vs Maryvale
U14 lost 0 – 4
U16 lost 0 – 4

DCS vs Eagle’s Wings
Open won 7 – 2
DCS vs Yeshiva College
U14 lost 6 – 2
U16 won 2 – 1
Open lost 3 – 1
Primary School Soccer
DCS vs Sir Edmund Hillary
U9 drew 0 – 0
U10 lost 1 – 4
U11 drew 1 – 1
U12 lost 1 – 2
U13 lost 0 – 2
Keep trying, boys – we will get there! – Coach Bongani

You played with skill and balance today, boys! Keep it up!
– Coach Bongani
MAY 14 – DCS travelled the long road to Germiston for
a league game against St Catherine’s. The U16 team was
once again unstoppable – so much so that they hope to
challenge the might of Kaiser Chiefs’ U16 before spring.
Watch this space!
DCS vs St Catherine’s
U14 won 3 – 1
U16 won 2 – 1
Open lost 3 – 5
AUG 6 – Our soccer teams are undergoing a massive
transition. Thanks to Mr Masum and Mr Matlakala, who
have a vision to produce players and teams of national
readiness, these teams have embarked on a betweenseason set of friendlies. This is a trial period putting
players in new positions, trying out new team strategies
and improving on those elements that made them
successful in the 2010 season. There is still much to
be done!

The scores on the day:
U16
DCS 2 – Sagewood 0 (won)
DCS 3 – AISJ 1 (won)
DCS 2 – AISL 0 (won)
U19
DCS 1 – KS Westrand 2 (lost)
DCS 0 – French School 0 (drew)
DCS 1 – Sacred Heart 2 (lost)

S P O R T

DCS vs Troyeville
U9 lost 1 – 2
U10 drew 1 – 1
U11 drew 0 – 0
U12 drew 1 – 1
U13 lost 2 – 1

American International School
Six-a-Side Tournament
Both the U16 and Open teams took part in this
tournament. The excitement was substituted by
frustration at referee decisions and other teams
swopping players caused much tension. The coaches’
report concentrated on the positive, saying “Our U16s
showed no mercy” and “Thanks to Sipho, Mzwandile,
Peter, Bongani, Andile and Mbuso for their first-grade
performance.”

Knockout stages
U16
DCS 6 – KS Robin Hills 0 (won)
U19
DCS 0 – AISJ 0 (lost on penalties)
Quarterfinals
U16
DCS 5 – French School 0 (won)
U19
DCS 0 – ISSA 2 (lost)
DCS learners are not perturbed by challenges, which is
why they pulled through to a level higher than in 2009,
when they were knocked out in the semi-finals. Very well
done, boys! This is how I see it: 2009 – semi-finals; 2010 –
quarterfinals; 2011 – obvious! – Mr Sidrick Moore, Head
of Sport
Primary School Soccer
JUN 9 – What a spectacle! Our Senior Primary soccer stars
played their League matches against Asteri Primary. The
boys were filled with enthusiasm and displayed good
ball skills, teamwork and were victorious in many matches.
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To all the boys – well done and keep up the spirit!
– Smanga Mthethwa, Gr 7
DCS vs Asteri Primary
U9 lost 1 – 2
U10 won 1 – 0
U11 drew 0 – 0
U12 won 2 – 0
U13 drew 0 – 0
AUG 6 – The Soccer World Cup has ended, but soccer
fever lives on at Dominican … the Senior Primary boys
engaged in an intense battle of ball skills, teamwork and
great soccer. Teams were neatly attired and encouraged
by their eager supporters. Our teachers played a key role
in the final decision as they were on the lookout for house
spirit, support and behaviour. On the field, St Catherine
and St Thomas put on a spectacular show, which resulted
in a penalty shootout. St Thomas and St Dominic also
displayed accurate ball passing and good team-work.
Log Positions: First – St Catherine, second – St Dominic,
third – St Thomas. Keep up the spirit, boys!! – Mnikazi
Mampuru, Gr 7

S P O R T

Soccer League Semi-Finals
AUG 6 – Our two junior teams, U14 and U16, played in
the semi-finals of their respective leagues. “The victory
was so close yet so far. We were evenly matched after
full time, so extra time beckoned. Although we played
with willing hearts it just was not enough. In the end one
mistake cost us the game. We will be back.” – Andile Dube,
Gr 9, U 16 Captain
“Our game plan was just to shoot and not just to ease the
game, so the opposition team simply caught us on the
counter attack. We also did not have enough team spirit,
so all we were doing was chasing shadows. We had so
many opportunities but failed to convert them.”
– Ayabulela Mkaza, Gr 8, U14 Captain
Trials: Good luck to the 15 boys attending district trials this
week. – Mr Sidrick Moore, Head of Sport
OCT 20 – If you think the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ Final
was entertaining, then you clearly weren’t watching our

teachers play the first team. Mr Nkomo (aka Khune) really
saved the teachers from the whipping the boys had
prepared for them. But hey, a 1–1 draw clearly shows that
all a team needs to avoid humiliation (and a lesson on
how to play the game) is a brilliant goalkeeper. Well done,
teachers – Christmas only comes once! – Nothando Palesa
Thai and Mbali Zwane, ardent supporters

Redhill Soccer Tournament
OCT 29 – “This tournament was extremely competitive! We
collaborated with the U16s and did a tremendous job in a
long day filled with fun and adrenaline. Coming third was
a milestone as we played against tough, determined and
passionate players. The team really enjoyed themselves
and we are looking forward to winning the trophy next
year. Many thanks to our winning coach, Mr Masum – he
was a really great help.” – Tebogo Rammutle, Gr 11P
“The boys were competitive and enjoyed themselves,
with Andile and Tebogo organising them well – proof
that we are not only playing soccer but grooming
boys in discipline and hard work too.” – Mr Thulani
Masum, Coach
Results
DCS 2, 0 Greenside (won)
DCS 0, Cornwall Hill 0 (drew)
DCS 1, Redhill One 2 (lost)
DCS 3, Redhill Two 0 (won)
DCS 0, Greenside Two 0 (drew)

Swimming
Jan 29 – Christopher Ryan (Gr 9M) won the overall
standing for boys 15 and under in the first leg of the
Gauteng Swimming Challenge for elite swimmers. He
saved the best for last when he scooped first position in
his last race, the 50m breaststroke. Other results: 100m
freestyle – 9; 50m backstroke – 10; 100m breaststroke – 4;
100m butterfly – 8. Chris will be representing the school
at Gauteng School Trials this weekend. Go, Christopher!
48

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010

Congratulations to Jessica Amoda for placing third in the
100m race at the Novice Gala at Linden Pool.
FEB 25 – Congratulations to Christopher Ryan (Gr 9) on his
selection to the Gauteng Schools’ Swimming Team. He
will be competing at the National High School Aquatics
Championships next month. Well done and good luck!

Swimming House points :
1st – St Thomas – 159
2nd – St Dominic – 95
3rd – St Catherine – 72
GALA
MAR 19 – It was a cloudy Tuesday when the Primary
learners left for Malvern Pool. They were all very excited.
Mr Faried (the lifeguard) showed us what to do if
someone gets hurt. The Gr Rs showed us how they blow
bubbles and kick in the water. The teachers were very
impressed to see how some of the Gr 1 to Gr 3 learners
are now able to swim across the width of the pool
without stopping. We would like to thank Ms Cathi, Coach
Bongani and Mr Faried for helping the learners achieve
these goals. The learners had a great time.
“Splash! Splash! Splash! Freestyle, backstroke and relays,
kept most of our opponents at bay. Competition was
tough but we displayed skill and used sunscreen. What a
fantastic water experience, embracing fun, team work and
perseverance.” – Santa Pinheiro and Jessica Amoda, Gr 6

Michael Phelps, arguably the greatest swimmer and
Olympian ever, once famously said that there is nothing
more enjoyable than watching someone make history. At
the Inter-Catholic Gala, Chris Ryan broke the inter-schools’
record in the U15 breaststroke (halving the DCS record!)
and six other swimmers broke school records. History was
made, and I can now totally agree that there was nothing
more enjoyable then watching it happen! Ten school
records were broken, with Chris joining other Dominican
heroes Sibongile, Gugu, Masego, Sandile, Kelly and
Kamogelo with new records.
Two days later, in the High School Inter-House Gala, 13
new records were set by Chris (with five) and Dominican
heroes Thato Zwane, Malefetsane Mpitso, Gugu Khanye,
Masego Selebogo, Sandile Malawane, Kelly Johnston
and Palesa Thai. On both occasions all swam well and
on our way back to school we knew we had left behind
more than just a splash! Thank you to St Benedict’s for
the use of its amazing indoor pool. – Mr Felix Stevenson,
Gap student

SEP 10 – Holiday results for Christopher Ryan in the Adrian
Graffe Memorial Gala:
Boys 15 – 16, 50m backstroke – 11th 		
Boys 15 – 16, 50m butterfly – 8th
Boys 15 – 16, 50m breaststroke – 1st		
Boys 15 – 16, 50m freestyle – 6th
Well done!
SEP 23 – Christopher Ryan competed at the Highveld
Inter-Provincial Gala in two events. He came second in
the 15 –16 100m breaststroke and second in the 4x100m
medley relay. At a high level of competition, where world
100m breaststroke record holder Cameron van der Burgh
was the major competitor, most swimmers produced
good times. Well done!

Best swimmers of 2010:
Junior girls: Gugu Khanye
Junior boys: Christopher Ryan
Senior girls: Palesa Thai
Senior boys: Sandile Malawane
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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S P O R T

BIG SPLASH AS RECORDS TUMBLE
MAR 5 – In a busy swimming week, Dominican
participated in both the Inter-Catholic Gala and our own
Inter-House Gala.

MAR 26 – Congratulations to Christopher Ryan on his
achievements at the National Level 3 Championships
where, among other great times, he qualified for the
100m breaststroke event at the National Swimming
Championships against Cameron van der Burgh, the
world record holder in this event. Chris also came fourth
in the 50m and 100m breaststroke races.

Tennis
JAN 22 – The boys’ tennis league resumes next week –
thank you to Mrs Hutchings for stepping in to continue
harnessing this tremendous talent. After the first
round of matches, Dominican is lying second in its league
with only one loss. Keep up the serves, boys!
JAN 29 – Our boys lost the first tennis league game by
three points at Rhodes Park. However, No 1 seed Daniel
Nthite won his game 10 – 1. Overall score: 51 – 48 to
Glenvista High. Our talented athletic intake in Gr 8 and
Gr 9 will add depth this year. Heads up!
FEB 19 – DCS (26) vs Parktown Boys’ (72). DCS lost.
No big deal, but lots of work to do! The brand new
Gr 8s will carry the DCS tennis flag in the future. So, let
the opposition enjoy the current glory as we will enjoy
their astounded silence next term. Also, the old guard has
vowed to return for the next two games to add speed
to the serves and dexterity to the net plays. Feel the
pain, Waterstone.

S P O R T

Tennis – Boys
The first league match of the season has been played.
With only five players instead of six, we achieved a score
of 46 games against 53 against Eden College. Both teams
enjoyed the game. Congratulations to Sipho Makhura,
Oageng Mokhele, Kenny Nigere, Lwazi Nhlapo and
Thami Botha.
Our league players lost their match to Glenvista by 33
games to 66. The boys were a credit to Dominican, being
punctual, friendly and polite. Well done to Kenny Nigere,
who won his singles match, and to our new player,
Molema Huma. – Ms Kate Hutchings, Coach

FEB 25 – Dominican did well in the Fun Volleyball Festival
at Pretoria Girls’ High. We look forward to seeing our
players in action in the league.
DCS 25, Fourways Juniors 14 (won)
DCS 16, Fourways Seniors 25 (lost)
DCS 25, Heron Bridge 14 (won)
MAR 26 – Gauteng Schools’ Volleyball League:
DCS 2, Fourways 1 (won)
DCS 2, AB High 0 (won)
DCS 1, TM High 2 (lost)
Competing in the schools’ league pitted us against the
best volleyball players in Gauteng. However, we had
enough stamina and managed to win two of our three
games. We now look forward to finishing in the top 16
and advancing to the finals. Maybe some of our players
will get provincial selection! – Jabulane Marishane and
Sandile Malawana, Gr 10
APR 30 – In a fruitful weekend, the DCS U17 boys won
all three of their matches in the Gauteng League second
round. The valuable six points will improve their log
standing beyond the fourth place they had at the start of
the day. Four boys were selected for Gauteng trials. Good
luck, boys. – Mr Brighton Nkomo, Coach
DCS 2, St Barnabas 1 (won)
DCS 2, Phokompe High 0 (won)
DCS 2, Bophelo High 0 (won)

Volleyball
DCS PARTICIPATES IN SACSSA GAUTENG
REGIONAL VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT
FEB 19 – “Being invited to participate in our first volleyball
tournament was a blessing, and we were eager to
impress. The standard of play was at a professional level
and we displayed good sportsmanship and character on
and off the court. Although new to the sport, DCS results
were excellent and we know that at our next tournament
we will dominate and definitely be a force to be reckoned
with.” – Jabulane Marishane and Lungelo Mphahlele, Gr 10
DCS 17, Shanan 16 (won)
DCS 18, Sonrise16 (won)
DCS 18, EastRand 23 (lost)
DCS 27, New South Baptist 17 (won)
DCS 19, Maranatha 24 (lost)
DCS 28, Anchor 11 (won)
DCS 36, Covenant 13 (won)
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High School Volleyball
AUG 13–- Recent results show how tough the league is:
DCS 0, Forte High 2 (lost)
DCS 1, TM Lakale High 2 (lost)
DCS 0, Poneko High 2 (lost)
“Even though we lost, l had a lot of fun! Playing for the
U17s was really great as the team showed discipline and
spirit. l think we could have won all our matches if we
were concentrating a bit more – next time we are not
coming back with a loss!”– Monwabisi Tshayinca, Gr 8

S P O R T
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Culture and clubs
Drama
Drama AT DCS
JAN 29 – Silence on set … ACTION! After an enthusiastic
audition process, rehearsals for the Inter-House Plays
began this week. This promises to be an exciting year for
the House Plays, as competition is intense and each
house has chosen very different and electrifying plays to
perform. This is the year not to miss, so diarise the House
Plays on 24 February at 14h30 and 18h00. Tickets go on
sale soon, so watch this space … Aaaand CUT!

C U L T U R E

Have You Heard About The House Plays?!
MAR 5 - A year of Weird Honeymoons, Blue Christmases
and De Gossiperez – the year that the hugely successful
Dominican competition came of age! With quality
presentations from all three houses enjoyed by the
crowds, the adjudicators from Roedean and Assumption
struggled to find a clear winner. The Gr 11 Drama
students worked incredibly hard to create a show of
variety and high standards – and it will be hard to beat.
They involved learners from all grades and showed
incredible commitment to their work, leaving all of us
with a favourite memory. – Ms Sarah Sutherland,
Drama Teacher

Results
Best Play: St Thomas
Best Director: Makhotso
Maiko
Best Actor: Xolo Mdlalose
and Sibusiso Nhlapo
Best Actress: Makhotso
Maiko
Best Supporting Actor:
Noxolo Dlamini
Best Supporting Actress:
Ziphozake Same
Fact Or Fiction?
JUL 30 – Don’t
forget to buy your
tickets to the High
School production
– a compilation of
extremely funny
10-minute plays.
Date: 5 August will be the day you laugh yourself silly
Ten-Minute Plays
The audience didn’t stop laughing as they enjoyed the
High School group productions centred around the
challenging theme of humour. All did well to ensure that
this is a “must-repeat” performance!

A N D
C L U B S

GrADE 8 Concert
The Gr 8s started work on their end-of-year concert with
a gumboot workshop. Given the calibre of talent, this
year promises to be an exciting performance … and you
are all invited! Diarise Thursday 4 November at 18h30
and we will see you there! – Ms Sutherland, Arts and
Culture Department
SARAFINA LIGHTS UP THE STAGE
DEC 10 – The Senior Primary classes recently reminded
us of where we come from and what human rights are
all about with their production of Sarafina. It was a huge
success, enforcing our dedication to our heritage. The
children especially loved the dancing and there was great
applause for the whole cast and especially the main role
players. Congratulations to Mrs Baskerville for pulling
together such a vibrant show in which much fun was had
while the children learned many positive lessons about
team-work and discipline.
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Marimbas

music soiree

Marimbas Win Nationals
JUN 9 – The Dominican junior marimba group has made
us proud – the blood, sweat and tears have finally paid off
as the band made it through the rigorous process of the
National Eisteddfod Academy’s Young Performer Awards.
Although they faced many challenges, these learners had
the commitment and determination to make it to the
finals of these prestigious awards. Their performance at
the University of Johannesburg Arts Centre in May was
their pièce de résistance, wowing the packed audience
and netting them the awards for Best Music Performance
and for Most Inspiring Performance in any category and
eventually placing them second overall for all disciplines.
Well done to the group! We look forward to being able
to buy another marimba soon so that more children can
participate. – Mrs Linky Kokolo, Marimba Coach

Congratulations to Ms Corlia Fourie and all the Music
teachers on raising the bar again at this event, which
was an exceptional showcase of all things musical at
Dominican, from singing to marimbas, from piano to
violin, including everything from golden oldies to modern
tunes, and in every genre possible. Music is alive and well
at our school!

C U L T U R E
A N D
C L U B S

Pub-

lic

Marimbas At Nationals
AUG 20 – The marimba band participated in the Fifth
National Marimba Festival in Boksburg – three days of
learning, playing and meeting new people. Competing
against bands from all over the country was intimidating
at first, but we did our best. How amazing to see music
of traditional African instruments spreading across the
world. Highlights included djembe drum workshops,
traditional dancing and observing techniques of other
bands. Thank you to Mrs Kokolo for the encouragement,
leadership and motivation. – Genesis Manney and Bridgette
Dlamini, Gr 10
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were pleased to be there and did Dominican proud with
our results: Gr 4 and Gr 5 achieved a B++, Jessica Amoda
was awarded an A and Khanyisile Mdletshe an A+. We
thank our teachers for accompanying us. – Khanyisile
Mdletshe and Jessica Amoda, Gr 6C

interact
SERVICE ABOVE SELF
FEB 7 – Mr Ian Widdop of the Rotary Club of
Johannesburg New Dawn discussed the Dominican
Interact Club with Gr 11 learners.

C U L T U R E
A N D

Speaking/POETRY

C L U B S

Speech Festival Achievers
MAY 7 – Congratulations to the DCS achievers at
the annual Speech Festival held at Crawford College
this year:
Grade 5
Prestige Awards to
Boipelo Duiker, Neo
Taule, Juste Bonte
Moukoko, Khumo
Peete
Grade 6
Prestige Awards
to Anele Sidaki,
Khanyisile Mdletshe,
Rhulane Mahane
Grade 7
Gold Awards to Chiedza Nyazema, Mbalenhle Mabuaya,
Nobuhle Mazibuko
Poetry Afternoon Full Of Fun
OCT 29 – The Gr 3 to Gr 6 learners heading off to the
poetry afternoon at St Dominic’s in Boksburg were
excited but very nervous – “tummies full of butterflies”. It
was an extraordinary event, and we listened to so many
schools and heard such humorous poems. The Gr 5 boys
from CBC wore long blond wigs and were so funny! We
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SEP 23 – Opportunity knocks every day, they say ... but
here at Dominican it knocks even more! Strangers to
our campus are
often surprised
by the variety of
activities on offer.
But beneath all
of this activity is
something even
more important
than opportunity.
At the heart of
everything we do
lies a firm belief
that the way
we tackle these
activities and the
compassion and
support we show for others are more important than the
practical skills we learn in the process.
Our Interact Club was chartered this week, providing
a tangible example of what is most important in a
Dominican education. Service above self is perhaps the
best known Rotary International catch phrase, but how
important it is for everybody in our community to realise
that this is the only way to achieve a sustainable future
for our world. Jesus is the best example of this selfless
service, and if we learn nothing else while at this school,
let it be that the person who wins most when we serve
others is our self. If we are winning then our world
wins, too.
Interact Charter Dinner
Who would have thought that high school students
would be honoured and treated like celebrities the way
we were? During the recent DCS Interact Club Charter
Dinner, we were honoured to be chartered as an official
Interact Club under the guidance of the Rotary Club of
Johannesburg New Dawn. Mr Peter James-Smith handled
the induction of members and our Inaugural President
Khamuka Moloi spoke of the many community outreach
projects the club had already started. We had a great
evening with a three-course meal and lots of fun and

fellowship. Rotary Club members joined the evening, as
did parents, Mr Thiel, Ms Burger and Mr Sobreira. Thanks
to everyone who made the evening a special occasion
for Dominican Convent’s first ever Interact Club. Special
thanks to our co-ordinators, Mrs Joan Donet from Rotary
and Mrs Julia Wright from DCS. – Kelebogile Maimela and
Candice Dube, Gr 11
DCS Interact office-bearers:
President: Khamuka Moloi
Vice-President: Palesa Thai
Secretary: Candice Dube
Treasurer: Boitumelo Lefike

computer centres
HI-TECH TRAINING
FEB 7 – Computer
monitor training
kicked off this week.

C U L T U R E

Interact Leaders At Rotary Breakfast
Apparently breakfast is the most important meal of the
day. Well, that was confirmed over orange juice, toast,
mushrooms and omelettes by five Interact members
who joined our sponsoring Rotary Club of Johannesburg
New Dawn at the University of Johannesburg’s School of
Hospitality and Tourism for breakfast. Whoever thought
that coming to school at 06h30 could be so much
fun and so delicious! We enjoyed the speaker and our
interactions with the Rotarians. – Noxolo Dlamini and
Palesa Thai, Gr 11 Interactors

art

Joan Donet hangs the Presidential Chain on Khamuka Moloi

C L U B S

Left to right, Julia Wright (DCS Co-ordinator), Joan Donet
(Rotary liaison), Khamuka Moloi (Charter President), Mike Thiel
(Headmaster), Palesa Thai (Vice-President) and Peter James-Smith
(Rotary Past-President)

A N D

CREATIVE CALLING
FEB 7 – Mr Nkomo ran the first
High School art workshop
last Saturday.
Valentine Crafts In
Production
FEB 12 – Gr 4 learners
have had a lot of fun
at craft afternoons. We
have been making boxes
and filling them with all
kinds of goodies for our
valentines! We made
cards, chocolates and
pretty soap. What a great
way to cover a tech syllabus!
Party Gear!
The Gr 4 Craft Club
made exquisite
party hats. When
home time came,
they could not
wait to run
around with their
feathers flapping
in the wind!
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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Artists At Saheti
JUL 30 – Learning from two celebrated contemporary
artists what motivates them was inspiring. As we are
studying some of Willem Boshoff and Michael Smith’s
deeply conceptual themes, meeting the artists in person
gave us greater insight. We became familiar with their
vast talent as they took us through their journeys as
artists. What an inspiring Friday afternoon! – Remofiloe
Sebobe, Gr 11R

C U L T U R E
A N D
C L U B S

Art Exhibition
If you walked into
the hall last week and
thought you were
in one of Sandton’s
best art galleries, you
could be forgiven. The
Winners’ Exhibition
showcased a wide
variety of artworks
under the theme
“My 2010 Adventure”.
Different genres
were represented,
especially among the
interesting primary
school pieces, and it
was refreshing to see
the semi-3-D T-shirts
of our beloved Bafana
Bafana, the humorous
creativity of Tshireletso Mentor with Zakumi in a casket,
Ayanda Africa’s Dominican World Cup Trophy and Freddy
Bin Simba’s realist style paintings. The star was definitely
Kgotsofalang Lebeta, who had no less than five good
paintings on display and could easily have organised his
own solo exhibition! Once again the Dominican talent
was evident. – Mr B Nkomo, Art Teacher
IEB Matric Art Exhibition
OCT 1 – Attending the opening of the Independent
Examinations Board (IEB) Matric Art Exhibition at the
University of Johannesburg was eye-opening and
informative. The exhibition was breathtaking, as IEB
schools from around Gauteng showcased their best
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talent from their Gr 12 and Gr11 classes. It was amazing
to see how much time and resources were invested in
the art pieces. Also fascinating to note was how art talent
sometimes runs in the family – William Kentridge’s son
came second with his cleverly done triptych. Not to be
outdone, Dominican Convent was well represented by
Shadadi Karikumbuga and Freddy Bin-Simba. I hope
when I get to Gr 11, I will also have an art piece hanging
among the best talents. – Phyllis Mushothi, Gr 9

Shadidi Karikumbuga (above) and Freddy Bin-Simba (left) with
their art

photography club
Photographers visit Mai-Mai
OCT 1 – Kwa Mai-Mai, a market of colour, sounds and
smells, has been operating since 1920 and you can find
anything there, from traditional items like Zulu bridal
kists or umabo (“bridal gifts”), coffins, pelmets, crafts,
woven sleeping mats and clothing. The market houses of
sangomas and inyangas (“traditional healers”) can also be

found, where symptoms are diagnosed and medication is
dispensed for the treatment of sickness or for protection
against evil. The highlight of the visit was the skinning of a
huge python, which was a challenging moment for some
of the more squeamish members of the club! What a
great opportunity to capture images in a truly unique part
of Johannesburg. – Mr Lundall, Photography Club

johannesburg student
council (JSC)
Representing Dominican on the JSC was a great learning
curve for us and the elections, run by the IEC here at
Dominican, were an eye-opener – especially for the Gr 8
and Gr 9 learners. They were a great success and it was a
pleasure to hand over our badges to the new Councillors,
Naledi Raphesu and Neo Mawasha. Congratulations! We
wish Naledi and Neo the greatest of fun and a successful
term. – Lerato Flak and Malefetsane Mpitso, Gr 11

scholar patrol

A N D

2010 Scholar Patrol: Sakhile Maziya, Neo Sebotsa, Bonolo
Tlhotlhalemaje, Lebogang Isaac, Edmind Dladla, Thapelo
Segole, Thato Mosoetsi and Nirvana Nokwe-Mseleku.

C U L T U R E

Scholar Patrol Changes Guard
Walking to Mass was a different experience yesterday as
we watched the outgoing Gr 9 Scholar Patrol members
training their successors, giving them control of the
whistle and the chance to swing stop signs across the
road. The novelty will soon wear off but the importance of
the job will remain. Thank you to “retiring” members for
getting us across the busy Marshall Street in safety. Thank
you also to Mr Vincent Vollgraaff and Mr Alex Ngoasheng
for their assistance.

C L U B S
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PARENTS
GENERAL introduction
From The Headmaster
MAY 7 – The Dominican Board of Governors met this
week. One of the reports during a lengthy meeting in
which many important decisions were made was from
Mr Tshepo Mogase, the 2010 Chairperson of the Parent
Council. The Board was delighted with the progress being
made by this body to engage parents, to hear their ideas
and concerns and to get them involved in the life of
the school.
It is true that no school is ever as strong as it should be
without the input of the parents. While we thank Mr
Mogase, Mr Mphahlele and the other Parent Council
members, we also thank those parents getting involved
in the school life of their children. It is never enough for
parents and caregivers to simply pay the fees (although
this is important!) and leave things up to the school
from there. Many children who struggle academically
do not have adults checking on their progress, following
up on homework and supporting their extramural
achievements. When teachers contact parents it is to
support them in the difficult role of parenting, as we
know that together we form a partnership that will lead
our children to greater things.
P A R E N T S

parent information
mornings
Back To School For Mom And Dad
FEB 5 – Saturday was a busy day on the Dominican
campus, as desks were occupied by parents during the
annual info morning. The morning was well attended
and filled with academic details about what would be
covered in the different learning areas this year: High
School parents were introduced to the policy booklet,
while Foundation Phase parents attended a talk on
occupational therapy. By learning what skills are needed
as their children develop and ways in which they can
assist them at home, parents can become aware of the
important role they play. While the waterlogged field
meant that the Primary School Inter-House Athletics was
postponed, the sun came through to make the family
braai an enjoyable and sociable occasion. – Mrs Dalene
Rostovsky, Head of Primary School
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parent COUNCIl
New Parent Council
FEB 19 – Thank you to all the enthusiastic parents involved
in the Council for 2010 – your input is valued and vital.
The Executive Committee is:
Mr Mogase – Chairperson
Mr Mphahlele – Vice-Chairperson
Mr Mosinki and Mrs Zola Montjane
We congratulate the above members on their
appointments and wish them good luck for their term
of office.
Parents unite
MAY 7 – In spite of the cold and wet weather, parents
came out in numbers on the 1 May public holiday to
support their Parent Council. The chair of the Parent
Council, Mr Tshepo Mogase, facilitated discussion on the
billing system, transport, uniform, fundraising and Merry
May Day. It was great to see parents volunteering to cook
for the event, and get a sneak preview of the stalls reveals
mogodu, curry (mutton and chicken), salads stalls etc.
The overall discussions were productive and it was
refreshing to know that as much as there are issues to be
dealt with, there were many
good things raised that the
school can be proud of. A
fundraising committee was
formed and more detailed
reports and feedback will be
given at the next meeting,
on 29 May. Thank you to all
the parents who made it –
we hope to see you all next
time. Phambili bazali!

SCHOOL LIFE
back to school
JAN 15 – The only activity that Dominican engages in
that is quiet is exams, and these were far from everyone’s
minds as the new academic year opened with much joy
for those meeting up again after the holidays, excitement
(and also some apprehension!) for the many new children
both in the pre-school and Gr 1 and the many new Gr 8s.
After an exhausting first day, the real meaning of
Dominican is perhaps captured by an observation from a
new Gr 000, aged three, who said to his father when told
his family was waiting in the car for him, “I don’t want to
go home yet – this can also be my family”. May everyone
have a wonderful year as part of the Dominican family!

GRADE 8 Orientation Camp
Welcome To High Shool
JAN 29 – Last Friday, after just over a week at High School,
the serious business of study was well under way and it
was time for the social fun and laughter of Orientation
as our Gr 8 learners of 2010 spent time getting to know
each other.

“Spending the weekend with the Gr 8s for their
Orientation was a thrilling experience – they are a lovely
bunch! This was the perfect opportunity to show our
teamwork as a prefect body – the Gr 8s gave us a run for
our money and we are now stronger than ever! – Koketso
Molotsi, Gr 12A

Valentine’s DAY
No More Lonely Hearts
FEB 19 – With red the dominant colour and hearts the
décor of choice, the Matric Dance Commitee had a
successful Civvies Day during school, and an elegant
evening function to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Mrs Rita
Chendip (Primary School) and Linda Ngele, Gr 8M (High
School), won the raffle prizes. Matshidiso Nhlapo,
Gr 11V, said of the night: “Friday 12 February wasn’t
exactly Valentine’s
Day, but attending
the DCS Valentine’s
Ball helped create
the right mood. The
night was filled with
glamour, and good
company and
food. The ball was
a success and
truly a night to
be remembered!”

S C H O O L
L I F E

Under the careful supervision of Dr Lima, Mr Baatjies and
the other Gr 8 educators, the learners enjoyed a pool
party on Friday afternoon and a sleepover at the school in
the evening. Saturday was filled with leadership activities
run by the prefects and an outside organisation. The
final task involved peeling, cutting, browning (“How do
you actually cook a chicken potjie, Sir?!”), cooking and
checking and, of course, a little tasting, too! The activity
ended on a high note as a large number of brave parents
were served delicious potjiekos made by their children.

“It was nice because we were cooking for our parents and
we were playing games on Friday. We swam and it was
cool!” – Thabitha Seabi, Gr 8N

“Our Orientation was a wonderful experience. I met
new people and got to know them well. I would like to
compliment the prefects and educators for making us
feel welcome. I am
normally shy, but this
weekend I made a lot of
friends and felt free to talk to
anybody.” – Lungela Shelembe,
Gr 8M
“Exciting! Especially the
Friday night when there
was House music…” –
Lindokuhle Dlamini, Gr 8N
“The Orientation camp was
brilliant – it was exciting
and we had lots of fun. We
got to meet new people
and make more friends.” –
Vuyi Mkaza, Gr 8C
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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Valentine’s Picnic
FEB 25 – The Gr 1M learners enjoyed their Valentine’s
picnic:
“On Valentine’s Day we are surprised by things
we get and the picnic was a nice surprise.” – Meron
“The picnic was nice because we could eat our lovely KFC
and play with all our friends.” – Naomi
“Valentine’s Day is about love.” – Lwandile
“At the picnic, our group was dancing, eating and playing.
We love our friends.” – Bintu

S C H O O L

SCHOOL Expos

L I F E

Choir Rocks Glenanda Primary
FEB 19 – The Prefect Executive Team represented DCS at
a marketing expo with Mrs Moore, answering questions
from interested parents and learners alike. Some were
challenging to answer, but it was great to see the interest
shown. Our choir only just managed to fit on the stage
as they shared the unique sounds of Dominican, to great
applause. – Tumelo Lekhu, Head Boy
Jabulani Expo
AUG 6 – The three days I spent at Jabulani Mall were
extremely successful in marketing DCS. Prospective
parents showed great interest in our school and were
happy that we went to Jabulani Mall. Many who had
not known anything about Dominican Convent School
were impressed with what we offered and also with our
learners, who spent Saturday at the DCS stand.
They conducted themselves well and their behaviour
sold the school. Spaces are filling fast for 2011,
especially in Gr 1 and Gr 8. If you have friends planning
to join the Dominican family next year, make sure they
have applied to avoid disappointment! – Mrs Sabrina
Moore, Administration
Maponya Magic
SEP 23 – Dominican recently staged a three-day
marketing expo at Maponya Mall. Mrs Moore was assisted
at the expo on day one by Ms Lucas and Mr Mogase and
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on days two and three by her dedicated team
of learners.
Reporting back on the expo, Mrs Moore said: “Prospective
parents showed great interest and I feel sure that our
normal entry points of Gr R, Gr 1 and
Gr 8 will be full with waiting lists for 2011. The marimba
and choir performances were well received by a constant
stream of shoppers.”
Choir member
Disebo Mosala
(Gr 10) described
morning: “What
that I hear? Music?
Yes, the sound of
children in blue
white uniforms –
was on the minds
the shoppers as we
for over an hour,
beautiful sound
reaching every corner
of the Soweto-based
We had fun and
that our choir
going places
shoppers started
giving us money!
My voice has
now recovered and I’m ready to do it again!”

her
is
and
this
of
sang
our
mall.
saw
is
when

Well done to Mrs Motha, Mrs Kokolo and all their learners
on being excellent ambassadors for our school.

Identity Documents

and it was exciting to see
large groups so eager to
enter Gr 8 at Dominican
next year. Remember
to encourage friends
wanting to come to DCS
in 2011 (Grades 000 to 10)
to apply now, before all spaces are taken.

World Cup /
Soccer Fridays

SPCA visit

“We learnt a lot and I thank everyone who
contributed to this day.” – Alyssa Potgieter, Gr 5B

Scholarship Exams
400+ Write DCS Exams
MAR 5 – Mrs Moore handled the many children writing
scholarship and entrance exams in her usual no-fuss way,

A Different World Cup KickOff
JUL 16 – While the excitement of Football Fridays was
felt throughout the school, it was the smallest members
of our community that represented us in kicking off the
World Cup celebrations. How wonderful it has been to
celebrate the World Cup in South Africa – these events
have brought joy to so many. The Wings of Hope children
and the Dominican Gr R children played a heated match
against each other, with many KNF parents and DCS
Foundation Phase learners as spectators. They ran, they
fell, they laughed and they scored! Thank you to everyone
who contributed in making the day as special as it was.
In particular,
we would
like to thank
John “Shoes”
Moshoeu and
McDonald’s for
providing meals
for all of our
students. – Mrs
Yani Horn,
KNF Staff
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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We Care About The SPCA!
FEB 25 – “SPCA stands for ‘Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals’. Mrs Angie Jennet visited us to
receive a donation of food for the cats and dogs. We
learnt that worms, ticks and fleas suck blood from
animals.” – Tawonga Chuma, Gr 5B

Football Friday
APR 30 – Feel it, it’s here! It’s all in our hands! I am very
anxious and excited knowing that we have less than 50
days before the official 2010 World Cup kickoff. Thinking
about it, I would like to be there – wouldn’t you? Let’s take
this as an opportunity to socialise and meet other people.
All we need to think about is that South Africa is going to
win! And when it’s all over, my testimony will be “I was
there”. – Chene Stevens, Gr 7P

S C H O O L

Home Affairs
MAR 5 – Officials
from the
Department of
Home Affairs came
to Dominican to
help those turning
16 get their first
identity document.

facebook

merry may day

DCS On Facebook
MAR 12 – Find us on
Facebook: facebook.com/
dominicanconventschool.
Become a fan and keep up
to date with DCS news!

Come One, Come All
MAY 7 – Thank you for
your prompt response
and generosity to the
request for Merry May
Day items. The puzzle is
not yet complete, so we
request you to please
donate a cake, muffins or
homemade biscuits for
the Tea Garden.

spellbound puppet
Puppets On Cue
MAR 19 – The Gr R and Gr 1 children watched
enthusiastically and eagerly answered questions on the
moral of the puppet show, namely, to be aware of what
you do; remembering that some people help the sick,
some stop crime, some put out fires and some teach
others. The highlight was that the puppets actually
answered the questions our children asked!

original skin
S C H O O L
L I F E

Original Skin At DCS
MAR 26 – The High School was treated to a performance
of Original Skin, written and performed by Phillippa Yaa
De Villiers, who has recently returned from performing
this autobiographical work in Berlin. We sat spellbound
as the story of a baby born to a white Australian mother
and a Ghanaian father unfolded. Phillippa was given up
for adoption in South Africa at the height of apartheid
– a strange choice of place indeed! Playing multiple
characters with multiple accents and using very few
props, Phillippa took us on her journey to discover
her identity as South Africa was travelling its path of
struggle towards democracy. – Mrs Carol Wengrowe,
History Teacher

radio veritas
GrADE 4s Live On Radio Veritas
MAR 26 – Saturday 20 March saw Reabetswe Madibu,
Hloni Makhoadi and Bongi Mncube broadcasting as
guests on the Radio Veritas Kids’ Catholic Club Show.
The three Gr 4 learners, who were selected because of
their special talent in creative writing, talked about their
writing on the importance of
friendship. DCS was proud to be
mentioned on air and a special
birthday wish was announced for
Mr Thiel. – Mrs Annamarie Smit,
Gr 4 Teacher
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For those of you new to
the concept of Merry
May Day, the idea is
very simple – we want
all Dominican families
(and their friends) to join us at school for a fun-filled day
of games, food (come and have lunch here and buy a
takeaway supper!), sports, music, karaoke, competitions
and much more. The more, the merrier …
Programme:
09h00 Open Day – presentation for potential new learners
and their parents
10h00 – 17h00 Merry May Day activities and food stalls
open (buy your Dominican money on arrival)
18h00 – 22h00 High School Concert – The Annual DJ
Showdown (R100 per ticket, strict security)
All families are billed R70 and can redeem this money
in Dominican money to spend on the day. This billing
is non-refundable, as is Dominican money once
purchased, as we aim to raise as much money as possible
for school development.
Note: the day will continue in the hall and other venues if
it rains, so there is no excuse!
See you there!
Merry May Day – A Kaleidoscope Of Colour
MAY 14 – Ever heard of talking pictures? Listen carefully
to the Merry May Day photos and you will know what fun
was had by all at this annual Family Fun Day. The profit for
the day was R18 000. Thank you to all parents, staff and
learners who worked so hard behind the scenes to ensure
the success of the day!

high tea
High Tea Cups Clatter
JUN 9 – The clatter of cups and saucers and an air of
expectation greeted guests invited to share High Tea at
Dominican Convent. The Matric Dance Committee pulled
together a special morning of entertainment and lucky
draws that combined well with the chatter of friends and
the chance to share a laugh.
Guest speaker Kate Turkington shared her travels and
encouraged us to live life without regrets and to reach
out to achieve what we wanted. Simphiwe Moloi sang a
mixture of songs that had people keen for more, while
past Head Boy Leatile Gaelae and Erica Da Silva shared
ballads with us. The choir (lead by Mrs Motha) performed
with their usual aplomb and unique style, opening the
morning with a beautiful sung prayer.

L I F E

Little Loaves
JUN 9 – The entire Foundation Phase had a turn baking
this term, with much excitement as their “Little Loaves”
emerged from the oven – what an experience! Their
comments tell the story:

S C H O O L

pRIMARY
sCHOOL Baking

The award-winning marimba group showed us why
they are the best, and were followed by our own models
showing off designer and bridal wear from various
labels. Variety, colour and talent all mixed together for an
unforgettable morning. Thanks to all hostesses, moms,
dads, friends and guests
who attended! – Dr Lima,
MDC Co-ordinator

“I enjoyed it when they mixed all the ingredients together,
it looked delicious. The butter looked like cheese, it made
me hungry.” – Liam
“I enjoyed eating the bread with the butter, when I got
home and told mommy, she said when I grow up I will
bake my own bread and sell it.” – Bokang
“It was exciting; I couldn’t wait to taste the bread. I
enjoyed throwing the sugar in the green bowl. We used
salt, sugar, water and flour.” – Nkateko
“I enjoyed mixing the ingredients with my hands and
made a ball, it felt soft. The bread was nice, I wanted some
more.” – Omphil
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matric dance
JUL 23 – It was bitterly cold on Friday evening, but that
did not dim the sparkle of our matric learners as they
swept into their very own Winter Wonderland. Amid the
frosty snow and glittering crystals, past snow-covered
branches under the twinkling chandeliers, our princes
and princesses moved gracefully. They danced the
night away to the sounds of house music. Excitement
filled the air and it seemed that it was over all too soon.
Teachers and matriculants enjoyed a wonderful evening
of glitz and glamour that has provided memories for
many years. – Dr Amelia Lima, MDC Co-ordinator

S C H O O L
L I F E
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school birthday – feasT
of sacred heart
102 And Counting
JUL 16 – Following a belated celebration of the Feast
of the Sacred Heart during school Mass this week, we
marked the 102nd birthday of our school with cake for
everyone. Here’s to another 102!

funky hair and shoe day
High School Says: “ Funky Hair Stand Up”
AUG 13 – The winners of the Funky Hair
competition were:
• 1st Place: Vusiwe Mashinini, Gr 12
• 2nd Place: Gemma Bowes, Gr 11
• 3rd Place: Xabiso Kima, Gr 9

S C H O O L

high school careers expo

L I F E

Career Expo
AUG 20 – Dominican learners recently had the chance
to interact with nine tertiary institutions as part of an
ongoing programme of guidance for the future. With
many different options open to them, the guidance
afternoon helped to make study options a little clearer
for all.

Primary School Says: “ Funky Shoe
Step Forward”
AUG 13 - The winners of the Funky Shoe
competition were:
1st Place: Percina Langa, Gr 6
2nd Place: Ntaoleng Masooane, Gr 4
3th Place: Ronald Ngwenya, Gr 3
4th Place: Kutlwano Shai, Gr 2
MDC would like
to thank everyone
for their support during
this fundraising event.
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“what walrus?”
production
What Walrus?
SEP 10 – The youngest Dominican children were excited
when told they were going to watch the What Walrus?
show, about seasons and how they affect different
creatures like rabbits, bees, frogs and swallows. During
the show, all the children watched attentively with much
interest and, afterwards, they couldn’t stop talking about
it. They can’t wait for the next show! – Gr 000 and
Gr 00 Teachers

GrADE 9 Heritage Day
OCT 8 – “Wow! What an experience. It was like we were
interconnected as we portrayed other cultures.” – Sharon
Isaac, Gr 9H
“Being Afrikaans for a day was really challenging,
especially our clothes and the food. The experience was
great and full of energy.” – Basetsana Tsotetsi, Gr 9B
“Wow! All the Gr 9s enjoyed themselves representing
different cultures in dance, food and attire. We are all
thankful to our teachers, Mr Vollgraaff, Mrs Motha and Mr
Moore, for making this both educational and fun.” – Zinhle
Gebuza, Gr 9V

“How awesome hearing
different greetings, discussing
beliefs and tasting traditional
foods. I learnt dances and
songs from other cultures.
The food was delicious and
very different to the food
we have in my culture.” –
Mnikazi Mampuru, Gr 7P

“The Heritage Day programme was memorable, as we
faced the task of exploring different cultures of the
world. At first, people had difficulties in accepting the
cultures assigned, but ended up enjoying it and learning
a lot – we had a funtabulous time!” – Nirvana
Nokwe-Mseleku, Gr 9H
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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heritage day

“Wow, what a wonderful day! Gr 3 to Gr 7 presented plays,
songs and dances, telling us about the various religions
and festivals that different cultures have. We learnt a lot in
a day filled with laughter, enjoyment
and fun. Sharing different cultural
food and wearing our traditional
clothes, I felt proud to be a South
African. How wonderful that we
can get together as one – even the
teachers looked stunning! Thank
you to the Arts and Culture and Life
Orientation teachers!” – Mahloko
Mothapo, Gr 7P

S C H O O L

Colourful Outfits And Tasty Smells
The Primary School eagerly participated in multicultural
food tasting, wearing traditional outfits and exploring
traditional values. Thank you to the parents who
contributed to the success of this important day.
– Mrs Ntsoaki Sithole, Arts and Culture Teacher

tv dcs stars
SEP 23 – Don’t forget to catch children from the High
School appearing on the Rageh Omaar Report on DStv
Channel 406 (Al Jazeera English news) talking about
South Africa, the past and the future.

pRIMARY sCHool
market day
DEC 10 – Entrepreneurial know-how is vital in the 21st
Century and our primary learners again proved that they
have what it takes in an exciting morning of trading.

raffle winners
Raffle Drawn To Great Excitement
DEC 10 – Following a lengthy sales period, the winners of
the 2010 Dominican Raffle were drawn at the final High
School assembly. The winners are:
1st Prize (R5 000): Mr D Bimray
2nd Prize (R1 500): Ms N Morapeli
3rd Prize (R1 000): Mr M Shezi
4th Prize (hamper): Mr Ndlovu

S C H O O L

Aquafresh Best Mum Awards
SEP 23 – Congratulations to our DCS finalists in this
competition: Nkosinathi Maseko (Gr 4M), Sithembiso
Mokuwa (Gr 6C), Reathibile Chomane (Gr 7P), Mnikazi
Mampuru (Gr 7P) and Danny Moukoko (Gr 7P). – Mrs P van
der Schyff, Media Centre

L I F E

pre-primary spring
is sprung
OCT 20 – The morning started beautifully with children
so excited they could hardly wait to plant their flowers.
We divided the lovely spot and the planting began. Each
child had their turn to dig their hole, dirty their hands and
plant their flowers. Once all was done, the plants were
watered. The children will be watering the flowers every
morning as part of their Life Skills programme. After all
of the hard work, treats of juice, suckers and chips were
shared. Thank you to Mr Whitaker for selecting the perfect
spot and to Mrs Wessels for organising. What a wonderful
idea! – Pre-Primary Staff
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We were thrilled to make a profit of R20 205 on the raffle.
Many thanks to all who participated – we look forward to
your support again in 2011!

matric valedictory
Farewell, Matric 2010
The Valedictory Mass is always a moving experience, as
our seniors complete their academic year and move on
to tertiary study and the world of work. This year was
no different, as the youngest Dominican children led
the matrics out of church following a wonderful Mass.
We wish the class of 2010 all the best as they await their
matric results, due out on 4 January 2011, and move on
to further study. Remember you will always be part of
the Dominican family!

S C H O O L
L I F E
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out AND about
Grade 5 to Sci-Bono
Science Is Fun For GrADE 5s

Various classes to
Bokkie park
Bunnies Chase GrADE 2s!
MAR 5 – The cool weather did not match the warmth
of the enthusiastic
Gr 2s as they saw
peacocks, donkeys,
pigs, ponies, cows
and ducks at Bokkie
Park last week. The
tractor was a great
attraction and the
many bunnies made
for a much-loved
experience – even
those that chased
us when it was time
for our lunch! – Mrs
Amanda Beukes,
Gr 2 Teacher

O U T
A N D

FEB 5 – Maths, Science and Technology came alive for the
Gr 5 learners during their trip to the interactive Sci-Bono
Discovery Centre in Newtown.

A B O U T

“We had such fun – tour guides explained first, we read
the instructions and then we played all the exciting
games which taught us so much. It was so cool,” said
Khumo and Tshepo.
Now, if science is cool and playing is learning, I think the
experience was a success! – Mrs Kim Bechus, Gr 5 Teacher

Grade 4 to The Star
Hot Off The Press For GrADE 4s
FEB 15 – The Gr 4s did more than read their newspapers
this week – they watched them being printed while on a
fun tour to The Star newspaper.
“Mr Baloyi was our guide and told us that the newspaper
was 133 years old. We watched the lunchtime edition
being printed and left with a copy ‘hot off the press’. It was
the best fun I have ever
had!” said Akani.
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Bunnies Before Easter
MAR 26 – Though the weather was not on our side (but
our sun hats were packed, just in case!), our goodie
bags were ready and the excited pre-primary children
enjoyed their outing to Bokkie Park.
On arrival, the children’s faces lit up with great surprise,
as bunnies came running from every direction. Feeding
them carrots, we walked from one end of Bokkie Park
to the other. Along the way we saw more bunnies,
ducks, geese, goats, sheep, pigs, ostriches and donkeys
as we headed for our picnic spot and some fun on the
jungle gyms. Most children fell fast asleep on the way
home, no doubt dreaming of – you guessed it! – chasing
bunnies! – Gr 00 and 000 Teachers

Grade 9 Prison Visit
Don’t Trade Your Uniform Of Excellence
For A Uniform Of Shame
MAR 19 – “The Grade 9 boys’ visit to Leeukop Prison started
as a sudden hushed silence fell over the bus, as our tour
guide reminded us that there is no freedom or comfort
in jail, where you are just the number on your orange
jumpsuit. We journeyed through the different sectors,
from maximum security, to the rehabilitation centre. I
experienced a kaleidoscope of emotions, ranging from
excitement and anticipation, to fear. The most shocking
and awkward section was the juvenile centre, where kids
of our age (from 11 to 17) were held for rape, murder,
housebreaking and assault convictions. It was especially
sickening as only a few kids showed remorse – the
atmosphere was tense.

The Gr 9 girls went to Sun City, but this prison was a little
different to its namesake!

Cultural Experience At Lesedi Village
SEP 17 – On our long drive out to Lesedi we even saw
cows! Our tour guide was called Slender. She gave us
snacks, we watched a movie and we visited the different
villages in the complex. Slender showed us a special stone
and said that if we make a wish on it, that wish would
come true! When we finished the tour, Slender made us
stand in a straight line and gave us goodies before we left
for the long return journey to school. – Sarah, Savannah
and Reabetswe, Gr 4

GrADE 3 Visits A Synagogue

JUN 9 – Our theme for this term is Proudly South African
and we are discussing different religions in our country. We
were lucky enough to visit a synagogue. A synagogue is a
place of worship for the Jewish people. The Jewish people
have 613 commandments, which they try to obey. Every
morning before praying, the men put on tsitsit. It is made
of animal skin and string and has knots. The Torah is their
Bible. Men wear yarmulkes on their heads to show that
God is in heaven. – Luyanda Mthembu, Gr 3R

A N D
A B O U T

“I had never thought such an opportunity would cross
my path and at the entrance our eyes were glued on the
massive buildings and the orange overalls of prisoners
beyond the barbed wire fencing. In the ‘awaiting trial’
section we saw a lot of women and I spoke to a woman
sentenced to five years for fraud, before we moved on to
the juvenile section. The male section inmates dramatised
what happens in prison. This opportunity taught us a lot
about decisions – our choice of friends and obeying our
teachers and parents. This visit is one never to be forgotten
and we are truly thankful.” – Bonolo Tlhotlhalemaje, Gr 9V

Grade 6 & 7 to the theatre
Theatre Experience
AUG 20 – Gr 6 and Gr 7 learners enjoyed the Children’s
Theatre production of Heidi.
“I enjoyed the Grandfather, Alm-Uncle, and Heidi’s Auntie
Dete because of their accents and how they changed their
voices,” said Onkagile Nkwinika (Gr 6C).
Khanyisile Mdletshe (Gr 6C) commented that “it was so
clever how the actors would draw my attention to a spot
on the stage, while the scene was being changed behind
them. I really want to become an actress one day.”
“Going to the theatre was very exciting – thank you, Mrs
Pirie, for organising it,” said Biisa Mohammed (Gr 7P).

O U T

“More enjoyable was meeting the rehabilitated prisoners
who gave inspiring talks warning us against giving in
to peer pressure, gang life and drugs. I now have a new
respect for my family, loved ones and most importantly
myself. This was a much needed reality check and an eyeopening experience.” – Cameron Rajah, Gr 9V

Grade 4 to lesedi
cultural village

Pre-Primary to the zoo
GrADE 00 And GrADE Rs Visit The Zoo
JUN 9 – The children were excited to get onto the bus,
carrying their own lunches. When we arrived at the zoo
there were many questions: “Why are the lions so big?”,
“Why is that bird red?”, “Why are the elephants eating with
their noses?”, “Why do monkeys have red bums?” The
children were eager to see the snakes and the monkeys.
Even the assistant enjoyed herself by having a picture
taken with the life-size statue of Max the Gorilla. We all
enjoyed a wonderful picnic under the trees and playing
on the jungle gyms. Upon returning to school the children
were tired and couldn’t wait for a nap – a first! Gr 00
and Gr R Teachers
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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Pre-Primary trip to
rhodes park
Grade 000s visit the park
JUN 9 – What fun we had at Rhodes Park, running from
one end of the park to the next, and climbing on all the
playground equipment. We sat down for a well-deserved
snack, but soon were off running again! We took a long
walk around the lake and had a look at the ducks and
other birds.
Then as quickly as we had arrived, it was time to go. We
had so much fun and can’t wait to go again.
– Ms Tammy Bradley, Gr 000 Teacher

USA ADVENTURES

While both had mixed feelings on departure,
Pulane described her trip as “an experience of a lifetime”,
and Santa saw it as “my dream come true”. Pulane was
thrilled to discover how Nelson Mandela is held in such
high esteem overseas, enjoyed the night cruise on the
Potomac River and meeting children from all corners
of the world, with whom she learnt to interact with
confidence and ease. Santa believes that the trip helped
her understand how she is instrumental in making her
future meaningful and that she must “approach every
challenge head-on, show tenacity and enjoy leading by
example”. Her highlight was visiting the historical sites
set up as memorials to Abraham Lincoln and Thomas
Jefferson, and of course the visit to the White House! Both
girls thank their parents, sponsors and their DCS teachers
for believing in them and affording them such a
rich experience.

O U T

JUL 16 – Santa Pinheiro and Pulane Maake (both Gr 6)
spent time in Washington, DC, in the USA during the
holiday, as delegates to the “People to People World
Leadership Forum”. They joined a growing number of
DCS children to experience the growth that travel brings
(Pontsho Morapedi and Oratile Magogodi went in 2009),
and thoroughly enjoyed interacting with children from

A N D
A B O U T

Grade 7 Visits Maropeng

around the world as they visited Washington landmarks
and learnt about one of the most powerful countries in
the world. We are very proud of all our children invited on
these special programmes.
72

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010

AUG 20 – Arriving at Maropeng, we were not sure what
to expect. Upon entering the facility we were ushered
downstairs to a fearsome but exciting journey on a
boat, taking us through the four elements: earth, wind,
fire and water. It was interesting observing the fossils of
all shapes and sizes. Unfortunately “Karabo”, the latest
Australopithecus find, was not on display, but we had the
opportunity to see the skull of “Mrs Ples”, discovered in
1936 at the Sterkfontein Caves. The finding of this skull
helped to prove to the sceptical scientific community
that humans originated in Africa. It was fascinating having
the opportunity to phone (with really “old phones”) and
talk with creatures of the past like the dodo and the
woolly mammoth – we have changed and evolved into
very modern creatures ourselves! We all enjoyed our
educational trip and would like to thank Mrs Pirie and Mrs
Ramsurwaj for taking us. – Tumi Mazibuko and Kgatlego
Merafe, Gr 7

Afrikaans learners to
Aardklop

Grade 5s Visit The SPCA
AUG 20 – THE Gr 5S had a wonderful interactive day at the
SPCA and got to hold, love and cuddle the dogs and cats.
They learnt how to approach animals and care for their
pets. – Mrs K Bechus, Gr 5 Teacher

OCT 8 – Getting up really early to go to Potchefstroom for
Aardklop has now become a tradition, and we made our
way through early morning traffic to be in time for a show
with the chunky title Korte Mette Met Die Versamelde Werke
Van William Shakespeare. Luckily the important bits were
in English, so most of it was understood. The highlight
was Hamlet, condensed and presented at normal pace,
then fast-forwarded and, finally, rewound! The actors did a
great job, especially Waldemar Schultz (Jan-Hendrik from
7de Laan). Afterwards we enjoyed boerekos, popped in
to the house museum of President Pretorius and, before
we knew it, the day was over. Thank you to everyone who
supported our sour worm and pop-corn sales to raise the
funds for this trip. – Ms Alice Smith, Afrikaans Teacher

O U T

Theatre Outings

A N D

African Tapestry
SEP 23 - Primary School learners from Gr 2 to Gr 7 had a
busy week experiencing the thrill of the theatre. African
Tapestry was extremely colourful, with songs being sung,
tales being told and interaction between the actors and
the audience. The show made me proud to be an African!
The characters were funny and the actors talented. I
enjoyed the experience. – Rosie Gumede, Gr 7S

A B O U T

NB: Watch SABC
1 at 06h00 on 24
September for an
interview with our
youngest DCS children.
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School tours
Out On Tour
NOV 26 – With every grade from 4 to 11 out
on tour recently, we were reminded how an
outdoor environment provides a different
focus for learning, and how much fun can be
had in the process! While the magazine will
cover what happened in more detail, here are
a few quotes to whet your appetite:
• “We saw lions!” – Sarah Kazembe, Gr 4S
• “The best thing we did was hike up a
mountain. When we got to the top we
shouted, ‘Ukutula’ and it echoed.” – Tshepo
Nanda, Gr 5
• “The guides were such fun. They put us into
groups and kept us busy. We ran, jumped, hopped,
skipped and even swam in the Vaal River. We did so
many things and the fun will last a lifetime in our
hearts.” – Percina Langa, Gr 6
• “A night hike up the mountain with the sound of
jackals barking – we were a little scared! Even in the
day we were exhausted. We hiked, trekked, swam
in waterfall pools, abseiled – it was awesome! I
conquered my fear and couldn’t wait to go again
and again.” – Mbali Mahlangu, Gr 7P
• “After a long three-hour drive (in an awesome
bus, I must add), we were forced into activity
mode immediately – problem solving, horse
riding, foefie sliding, raft building. A 22km hike in
the Royal Natal National Park was the highlight of
my camp!” – Masego Selebogo, Gr 9
• “After a long walk to Blyde River, the amazing
sight of the mountains and the scent of fresh air
swept over us. The campsite was the ideal setting
and the facilitators were amazing, taking us on
exciting and new activities like river rafting and
stargazing. For our last tour, it was an awesome
experience!” – Thembi Masondo, Gr 11
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the creative voice
Prosperity Poem
In an early classroom activity Nobuhle Mazibuko
(Gr 7) suggested the following class rules to help achieve
prosperity in 2010:
Peace amongst each other
Respecting each other’s space and properties
Offering to help when someone is in need of help
Supporting each other
Protect each other
Embracing others’ ideas
Responsible behaviour is required
Identify what is wrong and follow rules
Temper to be controlled especially around others
Yelling is not permitted as it is an interruption

Grade 2

T H E

2010 FIFA WORLD CUP (tm)
South Africa is hosting the FIFA World Cup Soccer. It is the
first time ever for Africa. 32 countries are coming for the
tournament. The people are building 10 stadiums. Kick-off
will take place on 11 June. The soccer will end on 11 July
2010. Go Bafana Bafana. – Chelsea-Rose Mackenzie, Gr 2M

C R E A T I V E
V O I C E

THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE
Once upon a time there lived a hare and a tortoise. The
tortoise thought that he was the best , he wanted to
challenge so they started. Go! Then off they went. The
hare was way too fast for the tortoise. Then the hare
was too tired. He started to sleep under the tree and the
tortoise went on and started to win. The hare started to
hear cheering, then he woke up and ran but it was too
late. The tortoise won. The End. – Kutlwano

GRADE 3
My favourite traditional food
Name: Samp
Ingredients: Beans, Aromat and Margarine
Method: In your pot mix samp and beans together. Bring
to boil. Rinse the starched water using cold water. You
pour cold water and put it back on the stove. Cook it until
it becomes nice and soft. Pour margarine and aromat and
mix it till the margarine melts. Mix it very well so it can
become yellow and soft.

there are orders for weddings and casual wear in Limpopo.
When I visit Limpopo she gives me pocket money of a
hundred rand. – Olebogwe Matlala
The most precious woman in my life was my grandmother
who was always there for me. My grandmother passed
away in 2005. She used to take me to school and attend
my meetings while my mother was at school studying
nursing. – Luyanda Mthembu
My fact file
My name is Nicky Ntilikwendera. I was born in Gauteng. I
live with four other people. I’m in third grade at Dominican
Convent School. My birthday is in April. My favourite
games are stick in the mud and mother, mother. My two
favourite books are the Children’s Bible and the Five-Minute
Story Book. Two things I like to do with my family are play
games with them and help them. Two things I like to do
in school are read and do literacy. Two things I like to do
with my friends are talk to them and play with them. Two
things I do really well are Basketball and reading. Two
things I want to learn to do better are to keep quiet and to
work hard. – Nicky Ntilikwendera
My name of fame – Boitumelo
Born wise
Outstanding
Intellingent
Truthful
Unique
Musical
Enjoyment
Lovely
Original
My name of fame – Daluxolo
Delightful
Arty
Lovely
Unique
Xcellent
Original
Lucky
Okay

Conclusion: It’s nice when you eat this with chicken, meat
or tripe. – Buhle Skosana

In a green, green garden
In a green, green garden
There was a red tasty fruit.
On the red tasty fruit
There was a long, long leaf
There grew a red tasty cherry
Tasty cherries-delicious
– Nicky Ntilikwendera

My success story
My aunt Rebotile studied at Parktown College. She started
her own dress-making business. The money she made
enabled her to buy her car and furniture. Every month

In a green, green garden
There was a yellow, yellow fruit
On that yellow, yellow fruit
There was a spiky long leaf
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From that spiky, spiky long leaf
There grew a yellow, yellow pineapple
Yellow pinapples fantastic. – Boitumelo Khoanyane

C R E A T I V E

Adventure inevitable
It is 7 a.m. I am in my transport on my way to school.
My favourite song is playing on the radio; everybody is
singing along but the transport driver and I of course.
I sit in the second row by the window, not only to feel
the morning breeze and the warm rays of sunrise but to
nonchalantly stare outside and avoid the personalities
and egos in the transport. We are a few metres away
from the blue school gate, I check the time. Oh my word!
We are 15 minutes early. What if my one and only friend
has not arrived yet? What if my homeroom class is not
opened, preventing me from engaging in an academic
chat with my teacher to whisk away the time? I am
doomed! I think to myself, I mean, I don’t want to sit there
by myself feeling lonely and vulnerable, having everyone
looking at me reading that old dusty book, thinking to
themselves, “what a nerd”, or “she is so not cool.” I don’t
want to stand there looking lost with no one to embrace
and say hello to.

T H E

The South African ABC : Ian Mphiphira
A
Anthem, Africans, Ackermans
B
Bafana Bafana, Bucks, Braai
C
Chiefs, Christian, Coat of Arms
D
Diski dance
E
Eastern Cape, Elephant
F
Franschhoek, Free State
G
Galjoen, Gold Reef City
H
Hip Hop
I
Indian
J
Johannesburg
K
KwaZulu-Natal
L
Limpopo
M
Mandela, Mosque
N
Nando’s
O
Orange River, Ostrich
P
Pick n Pay, Pap
Q
Queenstown
R
Rice
S
South African flag, Sun City
T
Table Mountain, Truworths
U
Umlazi
V
Vuvuzela
W
Western Cape, Woolworths
X
Xhosa
Y
Yellowwood tree
Z
Zulu, Zuma
– Ian Mphiphira

My own poem – My ideal world
My beautiful World
In my beautiful world, everyone would have fun.
Flowers would be red and beautiful.
And children would play at school and
Work very hard in class.
In my beautiful world
No one would kill each other.
No one would play with guns and
No one would swear.
In my beautiful world I would be an artist
– Olebogwe Matlala

V O I C E
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everything I say to them, but
isn’t a friend someone who
is totally honest with you?
Well as Kim Hubbard said,
“Honesty pays, but it doesn’t
seem to pay enough to suit
some people.”

We are getting closer and closer to school. My heart is
pounding, my hands are sweating, I am panicking. I don’t
like this part of me, always thinking about the future and
not living in the present. I hate feeling this way. We
have arrived.

T H E
C R E A T I V E

I jump out of the transport with hesitation thinking how
my day will start. We have all seen documentaries on TV,
issues in magazines or, better yet, LO books in school
that talk about self-esteem. They tell us about how we
have to feel comfortable in our own skin, how we have to
create our own “brands” in order to be unique and how
we don’t have to follow sheepishly in groups just to fit
in. The problem is: can we really take the advice? Do we
really throw away our insecurities and raise our shoulders
and heads to look up high? I always pass my LO tests, they
always need us to give advice to a person in a scenario,
most of the time advice on self-esteem. I give perfect
solutions, just too good to be true.

V O I C E

These solutions are logical, they are perfect for solving the
problems of the human race, but reality strikes and they
are none the less just letters of the alphabet stuck together
to make good sentences.
– Zukiswa Mbasa
Is honestY rEally the best policy?
A wise person once said that sticks and stones may
break your bones but words will never hurt you. If this is
so then why is it that so many people prefer to lie rather
than to face the truth and nothing but the truth? I was
brought up to believe that honesty is the best policy,
but lately I find that I have to censor my thoughts and
words to prevent people from thinking that I have a
stone in the place of my heart. If honesty really is the
best policy then why am I crucified on a daily basis
because someone thinks I am being harsh?
I am known for saying what is on my mind and for
being blunt at times. Because of this, I have gained a
reputation for being mean, cruel and insensitive. I have
been misjudged by almost everyone I have known my
entire life and because of this I have lost many friends.
These friends would have preferred that I sugar coat
80
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The elegance of honesty
needs no endorsements
and this is why I stick to
my values and stay true
to myself. Even though I
take what people think of
me into consideration and it does hurt to hear what
people want me to be, I am a fighter and I will stand my
ground as I would rather be hated for something I am
than be loved for something I
am not.
I do admit that at times I am brutally honest and this is
probably the reason why people think I am cruel, but
my intention was never to enlighten and make people
realise the realities of life. However in doing so, I have
hurt many and for this I am truly sorry. As people we are
all on a journey called “life” in which we endeavour to
find true self. I believe that true self can only be found
if one is totally honest with oneself and is not afraid to
face the truth.
As Thomas Jefferson once said, “Honesty is the first
chapter in the book of wisdom”. Only a few people
can understand the true impact and meaning that a
little honesty can have on a person’s life. As another
wise person said, “Honesty and kindness can only be
expected from the strong.” Not everyone is strong
enough to understand that a little honestly goes a
long way, so I cannot expect everyone to understand
me fully because, after all, many of us cannot handle
the truth.
I have discovered that honesty comes at a price and for
you to be honest you must understand that you will
lose many loved ones in the process. I do not regret
being honest and I am not going to stop telling the
truth. All I want is for people to see me for who I am
and realise that I am not cruel, only truthful.
– Khumo Khunwane, Gr 12
I want to become a better person
From the moment we are born our parents and family
members have a picture of what they want us to
become in future. “My son must be a doctor, my girl
will be an engineer, oh!! Maybe even a scientist or a
successful businesswoman. “ They have every right to
feel this way after all, they do want the best for us.
But while we are growing, we ourselves come to know

that there is more to life than careers. We get to know
our inner selves and realise that maybe there isn’t a
doctor or an engineer inside us, but a teacher or a nun,
etc. And whatever that is, it’s what makes us feel good
about ourselves. It is the thing that makes us better.
As I think about life in general, I see that we are moving
more and more apart from the relationship we have
with God and are focusing more on the lives of others
and trying to live our lives in a manner that resembles
that of others.

Growing spiritually is one of the important aspects in
life for me because I want God to be part of my failures
and my successes. I want God to help me to learn that
changing certain aspects of my life and showing more
compassion and being honest and trustworthy can
lead me to a better life emotionally. I want to be more
involved with my community and help out whenever
I can and give more to people who are less fortunate
than I am.
The world is tearing apart, not only because of the sins
humans are committing, but also because we have

Sarah, not being able to see Billy, decided to go and see
what was going on. Nothing in the world could prepare
her for what she was going to see.
Sarah finally made it to the front of the crowd. Her
eyes began to water. She felt dizzy. She didn’t know
what to do seeing the remains of Billy, who had once
been handsome. His once-blue eyes were out of their
sockets, blood spewing from every part of his body. His
skull was shattered. You could not even make out his
face. No-one could’ve survived such an injury. Sarah
felt dizzy with trauma. She spun around a few times
and collapsed on the spot. She woke up in the dark;
Billy was sitting next to her. She exclaimed loudly when
she saw him, but he didn’t even budge. Sarah was
perplexed by the situation. Before she had time
to speak, Billy disappeared and was consumed by
the darkness.
She flashed her phone around, desperate for light. She
heard the voices of tortured souls. Every accident that
had happened there was repeating itself tonight. She
closed her eyes, but still heard the sounds. Then it was
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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V O I C E

“Eish!! We have so much homework and I am soooo
tired.” Doing homework whenever you feel like it and
making excuses when you forget your book at home is
not right. So typical. Realising that doing the homework
and acquiring knowledge and skills for yourself is the
first key to success! This never crossed my mind until
two years ago. I want to become a better person by
continuing to push myself and improving my marks,
not only for myself but for my family because they are
my main concern and I want to be part of the support
system whenever they may be in need.

The unseen horrors (turning a blind
eye) underground
When subways were a new thing, everyone was excited
by the idea of trains moving underground. No one really
realised in maybe 10 to 20 years what these stations
would look like. Billy entered the dark unknown to pick
up his sister, who had just come from Holland, he wasn’t
used to the subway. You could say he was a foreigner.
Just as Billy was standing with a few people he saw a
blinding light come from the tunnel. He felt a shove by
his side and lost his footing. He fell on to the rails. No
one expected what was to come next. A sickening crack
and a faint scream came of the incident. The crowd was
chilled. Billy’s sister came off the train looking for Billy,
ignoring the crowd looking at the train accident.

C R E A T I V E

“Oh!! She’s got a new phone. I want a better one, mom.”
These are some of the things we always say when
we want to make our parents feel inferior. I want to
become a better person by showing more gratitude to
my parents and God because I usually take for granted
the fact that they are doing their best to ensure that
we have everything we need and that sometimes they
forget their own needs to satisfy mine.

I want to become a better person by becoming more
aware of my actions towards the environment and
becoming more conscious about what I am to the planet
and how it will impact others. Finally, I would like to
release the clever and creative side of me and visualise the
opportunities I have in life to succeed in what I love doing
by using all the resources God has blessed me with.
– Edite Madalena Felix Langa

T H E

So I decided that I will become a better person for my
own sake because only I have the power to decide
what life I want to live in future if I will have one. As
part of growing up there are challenges that we face
that can make or break us. In most of those lessons
there is something important we should learn. I want
to become a better person by taking responsibility
for my actions and for the wrong things I may do that
will impact negatively on the lives of others. I want to
become a more responsible person towards my sisters
so that they can count on me when they have nowhere
to turn to.

become so greedy that we are forgetting that we are
here to take care of each other and our surroundings.
Earthquakes every now and then between a number of
natural disasters – this is all we hear about nowadays.
People are dying and most don’t care, even if we think in
our minds that “oh, well, at least it wasn’t us; but shame,
hey!” We forget that this is a call from God giving us the
opportunity to become kinder, more humbler and caring
people. It’s a cry to reunite us all as we were once.

silent. She opened her eyes. She was back at the train
station. The crowd was still there but now she saw her
own body being stared at. Sarah finally realised that she
was among the living dead, that she was one of them.

come. I am so sure that letter said today,“ I answered.
We walked inside the building. It was very dark and cold.
Alex switched the lights on and suddenly the doors
slammed shut.

She was with Billy now, he handed her a blood-stained
blanket. Billy told her that it was used to cover her
body. Sarah finally saw light at the top. As she walked
to the end of the tunnel the light was getting closer
and closer. She was almost there, hugging the blanket
Billy had given her.

“Umm, Christelle, maybe we should come back another
time,” Jacinda said, heading straight for the doors.
We all followed her. No matter how hard we pulled, the
doors would not budge.

When she woke up she was at home. It was sunny and
birds were singing. She sighed. She sat upright and
looked around her room for any sign of disturbance.
She relaxed until she saw the blood-stained blanket
Billy had given her. She sat in shock. It’s said that little
Billy is still out there. If you listen closely, you can still
hear his footsteps and screams.

T H E

Sarah disappeared. Some say she died of a broken
heart. Some say she killed herself. But till this day no
one knows what happened that night. People who
were there could’ve prevented this.
– Wandile Khumalo

”Christelle, I am starting to panic,” said Alex in terror.
“Okay, people, let us try the back door,” I said, while terror
filled my bones.
It suddenly became dark again. There was a roar of
thunder and a piece of paper fell from out of nowhere
into Jacinda’s hands.
“Guys, it is a map. To get out we must go upstairs, turn
left into Mr Wilson’s classroom and out the back door.
Then we must -- “
“Never mind, we will figure out the rest there. Let us go,” I
cut in.

C R E A T I V E

“Wait! It also says whatever we do, we should not scream,”
Jacinda said in a shaky voice.
We had no idea what that meant, but we were not
going to stick around to find out. We got to Mr Wilson’s
classroom and, strangely enough, he was there.
“Mr Wilson?” I called out to him.

V O I C E
School of fears
“Okay, explain to me where we are going again? I am still
confused,” Jacob said to me.
“Like I said before, you, Laura, Jacinda, Alex and I were
all invited to some school programme today. This will
pull up our marks and we could really use the help,” I
explained.
We were on our way to school on a perfect Saturday.
We all dreaded the thought of wasting such a day in the
torture tower, but we had to.
“Christelle, are you sure they said today?” Laura asked me.
I could see why she asked. We reached the school and it
looked empty.
“Maybe if we go inside and wait a little, somebody might
82
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This was probably my biggest mistake, because right at
that moment he charged at us. Jacinda and Alex screamed
and we watched Mr Wilson cut their tongues out. We were
horrified. We ran out of the classroom and into the hallway.
Jacob said to me, “Jacinda and Alex were always terrified
of Mr Wilson. Can you not see what it means? Our fears
will be used against us. This is not a game.”
I was too scared to speak. Tears ran down my cheeks
like a waterfall. Suddenly, ensconced on a flying throne
was our headmistress, Miss Hendricks. I knew for a fact
that Laura and Jacob were fear-stricken. They made the
mistake of screaming and I watched as their tongues
were slit. I could not cope with the gruesome sight. I
pounced on Miss Hendricks. I had no idea what I was
doing but I had to save my friends. I stabbed her with my
pen and she lay motionless on the floor. I went to Laura
and Jacob, but I was too late. They were as motionless
as Miss Hendricks. I knew I had to get out of there as
soon as possible. I picked up the map and looked for
the exit. Out of the corner of my eye I noticed that the
place where Miss Hendricks’ body had been was clean.
My heart was pounding so fast I thought it was going to
leave my body. I slowly turned around... “AAAHHH”
– Miriam Ssebunya

Reaching my desires
I had desires to achieve what no one has achieved, to
do the impossible, to reach where no one has reached,
to see what the world has never seen before, to say
what is in my heart and scream my lungs out, but most
importantly to enjoy life to the fullest and get married to
the most handsome and loving guy in the whole world.

One day on the street there came a group of tourists.
They were pressing my hand and laughing at how ugly
the statue was. The statue which was me. I wanted
to ask for help but, again, my mouth was shut like a
padlock. Eventually a good-looking guy on my desire
list came and touched the face of the statue which I
was inside.
“What a beautiful statue this is,” he said.
I was surprised. He was the first person to see beauty
where there is none. Then I was set free. I realised that I
could be released by love.
After all that I got married to the guy and I reached all
my desires at once.
– Xolile Vilakazi

T H E

It was a cool night; eventually the streets were covered
by darkness. The sky became dark. The lightning and
thunder struck at the same time. I was on the streets
of Johannesburg. I gave a slight pose, reaching high
because all I was thinking about was how I was
going to achieve and fulfil my desires. In that present
moment, the sky was not the limit for me. While
thinking, I did not notice that the lightning was flashing
at me and took a photo of me while I was posing. The
picture would remain forever. It could not be torn or
lose colour. I was surprised after the lightning. I could
not move at all. I just froze. I became a statue at once. I
stood on the street in Johannesburg for days, thinking
that someone would try to look for me. One day it
happened that my family passed by. They smiled and
pointed at me and said, “What an ugly statue this is.” I
was surprised, shocked.

that I would be a human being again, I had faith that
I would return to being the beautiful girl that I was
before I became a statue. After every pain there is
happiness, after every hardship there is victory waiting,
that’s what I believed.

C R E A T I V E

Then a man carrying large mirrors passed by, I saw
the reflection of the statue that was me. I had a big
head, small ears, my mouth was just a line, my nose
was hanging. It was not me. The beautiful girl had
disappeared. I just wanted to talk to my family, even
though I had changed, but my mouth was shut. When
my family left I wanted to cry, but I was dry like a desert.

V O I C E

For years I lived on the streets of Johannesburg. I
couldn’t talk, eat, go to malls with friends, play games
with people I love etc. The weather was so bad,
sometimes I would be covered by ice, dust, leaves.
It would rain non-stop and the wind would not stop
blowing. The sun was so hot I felt like I was melting –
impossible when I am a statue.
“I wish my mom would hold me tight, make soup
for me, cuddle me, giggle with me, and bring hot
chocolate and warm blankets,” I would say to myself.
While standing on the street and being an ugly statue I
learnt a lot about life, about how people live their lives.
I would see young girls selling their bodies, becoming
pregnant; women being abused, people dying in front
of me. I couldn’t do anything. I would just stand still
and watch while crying inside.
My brain was filled with ideas for the world but I
couldn’t express my ideas to anyone. Who would
listen to a statue? I never lost hope of my desire to live
a normal life – I meant to say an extraordinary life –
that no one can. I remained stretching my hand high
because I knew the sky was the limit for me. I believed
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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GRADE 0 – My drawing

Ntando S – I played with my
friends

Obakeng – I played on the
jungle gym

Kgotso – I played in the car
and the swings

Oratilwe – I played on the
jungle gym

Unathi – I played on the jungle
gym

Musa – I played soccer

Siyanda – I played on the slide

T H E

Ayanda – I played in the house

C R E A T I V E
V O I C E

Lesego – I played on the ground

84

Khumo – I played on the jungle gym
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Onalenna – I played on the tyres

Ntando M – I was playing with Ngoko

Bokang – We were playing soccer

Ngoko – I played with my friends

Hilary – I played on the tyres and the
jungle gym

Nompumi – I played next to the flowers

T H E

GRADE R – world cup phrases

C R E A T I V E
V O I C E

Omphile – I saw a lot of people on TV
watching soccer

Dimpho – Bafana Bafana must win!

Ntimulo – I like to watch soccer

Tinyiko – Bafana team is the best

Asma – The players ran after the ball

Asanda – Brazil is my team
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Andile – I watched soccer every day, it
was nice

Thando – I bought a South African flag.
Go Bafana go!

Gomolemo – Ronaldo kicked the ball

Oratile – I blew the vuvuzela! Viva Viva

Owethu – I liked Itumeleng Khune’s hair

Bokang – Teko Modise runs the fastest

Kholwani – Itumeleng Khune kicked the
winning goal!

Liam – The vuvuzelas made a lot of noise

T H E

Makhosi – Bafana kicked a goal

C R E A T I V E
V O I C E

Joshua – Steven Pienaar is my hero!
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GRADE r – when i grow up i want to be...

Owethu		
Policeman – I will ride in the police car

Makhosi
Policeman – The police officers are there
to help the people

Bokang		
Hip hop dancer – I will entertain the
people and show them how to dance

Dimpho		
Model – I will wear beautiful clothes and
high heel shoes

Thando		
Policeman – I will take the people who
are stealing to jail

Omphile
Nurse – I will help all the sick people and
make them better

Gomolemo
Policeman – I will ride fast in my
police car

Kholwani
Sir – I will wear a suit every day

Asanda		
Teacher – The children will play a lot of
games and learn

Nkateko
Teacher – I will teach children to write
their names

Oratile		
Policeman – I will put the criminals in jail

T H E

Andile		
Policeman – I will help the people

C R E A T I V E
V O I C E
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T H E

Asma		
Teacher – I will teach the children the
days of the week

Tinyiko		
Ballerina – I will dance for all my friends
and they will clap hands

Joshua		
Policeman – I will patrol the streets and
keep the people safe

Liam		
Pilot – I want to drive my own aeroplane
and take my family on holiday

Madelaine
Mommy – I want to look after my
children and take them to Mc Donald’s

C R E A T I V E

GRADE rs – PUPPET SHOW

Liam

V O I C E
Unathi

Bokang

Tinyiko

Ernest

Gomolemo
Hillary

88

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010

GRADE 3r TEACHER TALK

T H E
C R E A T I V E

Olebogwe Matlala
Sandile Ndaba

V O I C E

Kananelo Mokone

Thuto Koenane
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C R E A T I V E

GRADE 3C

Olebogwe Matlala

Nokwanda Dube

Ulemu Kadzuwa

V O I C E

T H E

Luyanda Mtembu
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Zama Thabethe

Zinhle Geluk

Reabetsoe Machepha

Nwabisa Moyo

Nokwanda Dube

T H E

Faith Nethavani

C R E A T I V E
V O I C E
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Thando Chonco

Thendo Liphosa

T H E
C R E A T I V E
V O I C E
Ulemu Kadzuwa

Ulemu Kadzuwa
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Mpho Nethavhani
Nokwanda Dube

T H E

GRADE 5B

C R E A T I V E
V O I C E

Nonhlanhla Maclare

Ntulikazi Meela
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T H E
C R E A T I V E
V O I C E
Tshepo Nyanda
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T H E
C R E A T I V E
V O I C E

Alyssa Potgieter
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T H E
C R E A T I V E
V O I C E
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T H E
C R E A T I V E
V O I C E
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faces of dcs
administration staff

F A C E S
O F
D C S

FRONT ROW (Left to right): Ms H Ngubeni, Mrs E Sehlapelo, Mr M Thiel, Mrs S Moore, Ms S Ngcongo
BACK ROW (Left to right): Mrs J Sokhela, Mrs H Ntshelele, Ms Z Sikhakhane, Mrs K Whitaker, Mr D Whitaker, Mr S Phahlamohlaka
Absent: Mrs H Marx

DRIVERS

Mr M Ngubane, Mr A Hadebe, Mr S Ncanana,
Mr F Shabalala
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academic staff

FRONT ROW (Left to right): Mrs S Buthelezi, Mrs J Wright, Mrs A Beukes, Mr S Moore, Mrs D Rostovsky(Head of Primary),
Mr M Thiel (Headmaster), Ms M Burger(Head of High), Mr F Sobreira, Mrs R Motha, Mrs S Ramsurwaj, Dr A Lima

F A C E S

SECOND ROW (Left to right): Mrs A McNulty, Ms S Sutherland, Mr F Musada, Mr V Vollgraaff, Mr M Nkomo, Mrs S Wessels,
Mrs A Maree, Mr J Steyl, Ms K Moipolai, Mr B Nkomo, Ms C Wengrowe, Mrs N Sithole, Mrs M Bouman, Mr K Baatjies

O F

THIRD ROW (Left to right): Mrs D Thome, Mrs L Fortmann, Ms T Lamb, Mrs K Bechus, Mr J Chimwanda, Mrs A Pirie, Mrs T Changa, Ms S
Vos, Mrs T Olding, Mrs C Matjila, Mrs A Antunes, Ms F Masuku, Mrs A Francisco

D C S

FOURTH ROW (Left to right): Ms K Hutchings, Mrs V Magudulela, Mrs Y Potgieter, Mr B Melaphi, Mrs S Steyn, Mr W Ndlovu,
Mr T Masum, Mrs R Chendip, Mrs B Mwelase, Ms C Sibiya
BACK ROW (Left to right): Mrs C Baskerville, Ms A Smith, Ms J Spellas, Mrs D Mackenzie, Ms S Essop, Mrs T Chanetsa, Mrs A Smit,
Mrs J Machogo
Absent: Mrs N Selibe, Mrs L Kokolo, Mr J Matlakala, Mrs P vd Schyff

new staff
New Face In The office
JAN 22 – If you visit Mr Thiel
this year, there is a new face
to greet you and a new
voice to take your calls – Ms
Sandisiwe Ngcongo took up
her new position as personal
assistant to the headmaster
at the beginning of the year.
She has the following to
say: “I’m two weeks old…
at Dominican! It is a lovely
school and the experience has been great. Everyone is
polite – even when I ‘baptise’ them with new names, they
just smile and respond. I feel at home and the support has
been great.” We welcome Ms Ngcongo to Dominican.

Meet The New High School Family
JAN 26 – Ms Jacqui
Spellas is the “new kid
on the block” in the DCS
academic staff. As the
youngest of three children,
Ms Spellas grew up with a
passion for knowledge, so
teaching was an obvious
career choice for her. After
completing school in
Johannesburg, she went to
the Eastern Cape to attend
Rhodes University. After
five wonderful years there,
Ms Spellas returns
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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to Johannesburg. She joins the Dominican family as an
English and History teacher. Welcome!
“It has been a very interesting start to the year. I am happy
to be at Dominican Convent School and look forward to
many more wonderful years here,” says Ms Spellas.
DCS Intern Programme
Grows
FEB 5 – Mr Thulani Masum is
from the Eastern Cape but
completed his schooling
in Johannesburg and
went to the University of
Johannesburg on a bursary.
He was attracted to teaching
by his love for interacting
with young people and
inspiration from his father.

F A C E S

Mr Masum is passionate about Mathematics and says: “I
am very happy at DCS. I don’t feel at home, I am at home.
The reception was awesome. My colleagues are friendly
and supportive. As an intern, I am getting firsthand
experience in teaching.”
Welcome!

O F
D C S

DCS Impresses
FEB 12 – Ms Susan Vos is
a born and bred Joburger
who was educated at
Rand Afrikaans University
(now the University of
Johannesburg). After
teaching English as both
a Home Language and a
First Additional Language at
JG Strijdom (now Diversity
High) and Waverley Girls’
High, and working at the Independent Examinations
Board as the person responsible for entries and results,
Ms Vos completed her MEd degree in Computer-based
Education last year.
“As a new teacher, I am really impressed with Dominican
Convent School and its distinct Catholic ethos,” Ms Vos
said. “Living in a country where the focus has moved
away from religion in schools, it is wonderful to be in a
school like this, and I commend learners and teachers for
their dedication to the treasured traditions of the school.”
Welcome Ms Magudulela
FEB 19 – Ms Veronica Magudulela hails from Newcastle,
but obtained her BEd and BA Honours (African Literature)
degrees from Wits University. She has joined Dominican
as an isiZulu teacher after two years in a similar role at St
Stithians Girls’ College. After half a term at DCS, Ms
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Magudulela is happily
settled and comments
that “the environment
makes me feel at home.
DCS is a school where the
culture of learning
and respect are of a high
standard.”
Mrs Matjila Joins
The Family
MAR 5 – Mrs Christina
Matjila, who is originally
from Atteridgeville,
studied for her
Education diplomas
through TechniSA and
is currently completing
a Unisa degree focusing
on learners facing
educational barriers. She has been teaching for nine years.
“Culture at DCS is rich and I am happy to be part of the
family that nurtures it. My colleagues have welcomed me
with warm hands and I am looking forward to many more
years at Dominican,” says
Mrs Matjila.
DCS Welcomes Mr
Chimwanda
FEB 16 – The DCS
family welcomes Mr
Jeffrey Chimwanda to
the academic staff. A
BSc (Hons) graduate in
Applied Chemistry from
the National University of
Science and Technology
in Zimbabwe, he joins
us as a Science and Maths teacher after holding the
same position at Dale College in the Eastern Cape. “I am
happily settling down and hail the DCS learners’ and
teachers’ dedication to their work. Thank you for the warm
welcome.”
Welcome Mrs
Francisco
JUL 30 – Mrs Franciscos
has a Social Science
degree from ISCTE –
Instituto Superior de
Ciências do Trabalho e da
Empresa – in Lisbon. She
is married, has been living
in South Africa for over
three years and is teaching
Portuguese at DCS. “I’m happy with the opportunity that
DCS has given me. I thank all staff and learners for the
warm welcome I have received – Obrigado.”

Welcome
Mrs Fortmann
AUG 13 – “I started my
teaching career in KwazuluNatal and, after 17 years,
moved to Johannesburg to
teach at St Martin’s School
and most recently at St
Benedict’s College. I am
pleased to be teaching at
Dominican Convent now and
to share many years of experience teaching IEB Physical
Science to Grades 10, 11 and 12. I hope to encourage
learners to appreciate the subject more by exposing them
to demonstrations and experiments during their years of
study at the school.”
Welcome to Dominican, Mrs Fortmann!

Talented Women

We say thank you and farewell to Mr Sihle Vilakazi, who
will be teaching at a smaller private school after mid-term,
and to Ms Claudia Malzer, our German Gap student, who
returns to Europe after the World Cup. Enjoy this special
time, travel safely and come back even more enthusiastic
for the important part you play in the school.

THE DCS INTERN
PROGRAMME

D C S

MAR 26 – This final newsletter for a busy Term 1 heralds
the opportunity for reflection on what has been achieved
in the term and rest to prepare us all for the excitement of
the World Cup term and all we aim to achieve in it! We say
a temporary farewell to our Gap student from Stowe, Mr
Felix Stevenson, who will be on a volunteer placement in

At the end of year we bid farewell to; Mr Shan Ramsurwaj,
who re-structured our Science department; Sr Imelda
Mangena, Mrs Carol Wengrowe, Ms Kate Hutchings, Mrs
Kesa Moipolai and Ms Sue Vos. Good Luck to all of you in
your new endeavours.

It is common knowledge that the number of quality
teachers available in South Africa (and all across the
world) is dwindling. While there are many possible reasons
for this, it is true that the profession is no longer held up
as one of the top areas of work available. Society does
not accord teachers the level of respect that should be
given to the educators of the world’s tomorrows. Instead
of allowing this to become a self-fulfilling prophecy, we
need to ensure that we are “growing” our own teachers.
Dominican is lucky to be able to attract and retain quality
teachers, and in 2010 we started focusing on training new
and aspirant teachers as our part to creating a quality
educational future. Currently on Dominican internships
are Ms Linky Kokolo (English), Mr Judas Matlakala
(Mathematics) and Mr Thulani Masum (Mathematics),
while we are taking great interest in the progression to
qualified teacher status of our 2008 Head Girl, Tintswalo
Sambo (Mathematics). We need to encourage more
young people to enter the teaching profession if we are
to have a sustainable country in the future. I encourage all
companies and individuals to join our first donor towards
DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010
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O F

Staff Farewells

A more lasting farewell is bid to Mrs Marlene Gething,
who retires today after 10 years of service. It is the extras
that Marlene brought to us for which she will be most
missed: her ability to brighten our lives with flowers and
arrangements even in the middle of winter; her creativity
in matters of décor and wrapping; and, of course, the
heart of gold that taught us that the care of animals is a
God-given duty for all of us. Few will forget the many birds
raised in her office, the kittens rescued from the kitchen
drains, the dogs that kept her office (and the school
money!) safe. As we say goodbye to you, Marlene, you
must know that, in your quiet way, you have taught us
all many things. Enjoy this new phase of your life as you
spend even more time in the garden, reading and with
your animals!

F A C E S

MAR 5 – Jeanette Phoko and Maureen Mpote, who are on
the cleaning staff at our school, display some of the crafts
they produce in their spare time (in lunchtimes and over
the weekends). The ladies are involved in an upliftment
initiative called the Boitumelo Project. Money from the
product sales are used to help uplift the community.

Cape Town until he returns to us for a month in July. We
will miss his input greatly.

staff interns – Hitachi Power Africa – and to help us make
a difference to South African education by training a
growing number of interns.
If you don’t get involved in this programme, let me ask
you this....
“Who is going to teach your grandchildren?”

Proudly Primary
Conference

F A C E S

Six of our Primary School teachers spent part of their
holiday at the Independent Schools Association of
Southern Africa’s Proudly Primary Conference in Hillcrest,
Durban. It was the first time we had been invited to
attend such an event, and it was a wonderful experience
for all. We are grateful to Dominican for giving us the
opportunity. Hillcrest Christian Academy is a beautiful
school with wonderful facilities. We were all very
excited to see Lira on the plane when we got back to
Johannesburg and we could not miss the opportunity to
have our picture taken with her! – Mrs Dalene Rostovsky,
Head of Primary

O F
D C S
104

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010

The teachers even managed to meet up with Lira, who agreed to
pose with them in this picture!
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PRE-PRIMARY
CrechÉ
and
Grade 000

Creché: Devante
Appanah

Nokuthula Dlamini

Creché: Laxelle Down

Mikhile Govender

Paballo Gwadu

Creché: Quynn
Joseph

Thandixolo Konyana

Harel Lwambwa

Grade 00

P R E - P R I M A R Y

Olorato Mncube

Oratile Mokgasi

Nocinga Ndlovu

Luciano Claasen

Sheldon Everts

Ethan Fynn

Danny Pillay

Luyanda Gasa

Kutloano Sehlapelo

Bailey Joseph

Creché: VictorLeerooi Tshabalala

Katlego Xakaza

Paballo Mame

Banele Matabire

Rutendo Amoda

Luyanda Mathipa

Kelebogile
Matseoane

Grade 0s

Sandile Nkosi

Khutso Tselane

Palesa Selibe

Prudence Silinda

Tinyiko Mabaso

Andile Magudulela

Omphile Mashiane

Gomolemo Matseba
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Thandolwethu
Mavuso

Makhosi Dlamini

Madelaine Hunter

Liam Johnstone

Joshua Kitenge

Oratile Mosinki

Kholwani Mthunywa

Nkateko Nkwinika

Bokang Rathebe

Grade 0w

Asma Siby

Lesego Kungoane

Jordan Makeka

Kgotso Qwaka

Owethu Thamane

Oratilwe Masilo

Unathi Tshuma

Dimpho Tshabalala

Ntando Mazibuko

NOT PICTURED
Creché
and Gr 000
Karabo Chabedi
Nhlanhla Dlamini
Neo Fosa
Vincent Kibue
Khanya Kobeli
Yolanda Kubheka
Alan Longmore
Nobiko Nhlangothi

Ngoko Djofang

Khumo Moabelo

Musa Mofokeng

Quynn Joseph
Rorisang Kokolo
Andile Majola
Brandon Mtshali
Penuel Ndlovu
Buhle Sangweni
Mark Swarts
Yanga Ddumba
Gr 00
Russell Chikolo
Owami Hlophe

Nompumeleo Dladla

Onalenna Nawa

Siddarth Kistiah
Banthatile Maake
Ofentse Mabutho
Sisanda Mahauni
Akhona Mchunu
Diana Muzumara
Basil Obinna
Sogibuchi Orazuluka
Abongile Pheko
Gr 0s
Thomas Clark

Hilary Gallon

Obakeng Ndlovu

Bokang Khuele

Owethu Nkgadima

Ntimulo Mukhari
Nqobile Ngcobo
Gr 0w
Siphiwe Bopape
Siyanda Buthelezi
Ayanda Kawamba
Mpho Malatse
Ernest Mathabatha
Nomthimkhulu Sipambo
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P R E - P R I M A R Y

Keaton Purkree

Asanda Sisulu
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GRADE 1
Grade 1B

Shaquil Abdul

Kudakwashe
Matabire

Kamogelo Mathews

Sibusiso Gumede

Lethabo Legwale

Carla Kalonda

Nokthula Mbatha

Princess Kante

Boniswa Mhlayivana

Jennifer Lioul

Basetsana Madibu

Lebohang

Bathandwa

Makgathho

Manyamalala

G R A D E

Bontle Modisenyane

Tsholofelo Mokgoasi

Keratilwe Mphalo

Phineas Njovana

Mouna Abdul

Michael Botha

Branford Derbyshire

Simnikiwe Dhlamini

Tshegofatso

Lwandile Mavi

Omolemo Mogase

Omphemetse More

Grade 1M

Hlengiwe Plaatjies

Simphiwe Radebe

Lesego Sikwane

Sogwa Djofang

Keikanetswe Ezeife

Meron Getahune

Naomi Kazembe

1

Ntsika Nkosi

Zakhele Madlala

Malapane

NOT PICTURED
Gr 1b
Roselyn Mavuba
Gr 1m
Lehlohonolo Maribana
Philisile Ngwenya
Vusimuzi Nkemisetse
Neo Nobela
Karabo Sefotha
Levit Morgan
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Matete Phetla

Jemina Ruben

Bintu Samassi
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Kutlwano Sefoloko

Kutloano Taule

Tshepo Tlhaudi

Tshepiso Tshabalala

Matlatsi Tshelane

GRADE 2
Grade 2B

Malaika Mkhize

Tshepiso Ditsele

Andile Dube

Wandile Dube

Hans Itefela

Neo Kgosana

Jeffrey Kimani

Nkanyezi Maclare

Morena Mdalana

Lesego Mogale

Tlotleho

Thamol Mokolobate

Kgosiemang Mosinki

Kgosietsile Mosinki

Mpho Mthembu

Sizwe Mthembu

Nyeleti Mthombeni

Mokgosinyane

G R A D E

Mapalo Mwale

Sithembiso

Thando Sangweni

Sihle Sibanyoni

2

Mkhwanazi
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GRADE 2
Grade 2M

Tatenda Dlali

Thato Duiker

Thandiwe Kadzuwa

Benedicte Kalonda

Katleho Koenane

Chelsea-Rose

Khanyisa Maebela

Muzuyanda Maseko

Sibuleekonke
Mxesibe

Kganyisa Nameng

Mackenzie

Kamohelo

Bonga Mchunu

Sandile Mgubaisi

Tumelo Mokholo

Mashiloane

Zamamvulane
Motha

Alexander Mphiphira

Sibongiseni
Mthembu

NOT PICTURED
Gr 2b
Sanele hlatswayo

G R A D E

Owethu Luthuli
Tanyaradzwa Ndabanengi
Malik Nodangala
Gr 2m
Michael Chanetsa
Karabo Mchunu
Nompumelelo

Khahliso Ntoi

Reneilwe Peterson

Olwethu Pheko

2

Ngutshana
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Kutlwano Shai

Charlize Smith

Asante Zwane

GRADE 3
Grade 3C

Emeka Chonco

Nokwanda Dube

Zinhle Geluk

Ulemu Kadzuwa

Theresa Kante

Thendo Liphosa

Reabetsoe
Machepha

Uze Mgobozi

Grade 3R

Mpho Nethavhani

Ronald Ngwenya

Noluvuyo Radebe

Bontle Same

Sabelo Sibiya

Zamokuhle Thabethe Vusani Tshikovhi

Helen Getahune

Joseph Kazembe

Boitumelo

Thuto Koenane

Nonhlanhla Masinga

Olebogwe Matlala

Kananelo Mokone

Ian Mphiphira

Luyanda Mtembu

Prudence Rachoene

Boikanyo Rankapole

Daluxolo Sithebe

Buhle Skosana

Kamoogelo Tlake

Ntokozo Tshabalala

G R A D E

Nwabisa Moyo

Chantel Muianga

Sandile Ndaba

Nicky Ntilikwendera

3

Khoanyane

NOT PICTURED
Gr 3c
Banele Yika
Gr 3r
Bertina Clark
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GRADE 4
Grade 4A

Kgomotso Mpele

G R A D E

Michaela Alexander

Lunga Kalala

Sarah Kazembe

Karabo Malatjie

Katlego Maleho

Lesedi Maqhiza

Xolani Misbi

Siphesihle Ngobese

Efolopa Nkobo

Akani Novela

Simphiwe Shabalala

Keorapetse Taunyane Siphosihle thabede

Ntoyami Bopela

Savannah Campbell

Mbasa Dlilanga

Cristiana Fita

Emmanuel Getahune

Reabetswe Madibu

Tshediso Madiehe

Ntokozo Mosala

Esther Mujana

Bonolo Nkosi

Amukelani Nkwinika

Luis Pinheiro

Linamandla

Ofentse Somo

Ntaoleng Masooane

Maphutha Mothapo

Princess Tshidino

Grade 4M

Mthokozisi Yende

4
Lehlohononolo
Makhoadi

Sibonginkosi
Mncube

NOT PICTURED
Gr 4a
Luis Dos Santos
Lungelo Makubela
Juanita Maziya
Gr 4m
Botshelo Ezeife
Nkosinathi Maseko
Sibusiso Mthethwa
Njabulo Thomo
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Somhlahlo-Msumza

GRADE 5
Grade 5B

Khanya-Khaya Moyo

Likele Bazeba

Tawonga Chuma

Bulela Komani

Nonhlanhla Maclare

Ntulikazi Meela

Mpho Moabi

Asande Molaba

Juste Moukoko

Siyabonga Ndaba

Tshepo Nyanda

Odirile Okoye

Khumo Peete

Alyssa Potgieter

Masana Sithole

Refilwe Sithole

Neo Taule

Siphesihle
Cebekhulu

Nonhlanhla Dlamini

Boipelo Duiker

Sara Kalonda

Mpho Manalo

Tshegofatso Matseba Tumisang Moipolai

Cheraldine Peters

Siph’esihle Sibeko

Kabelo Tlowana

Sipho Twala

Lindokuhle Mosoetsi Thabo Mthembu

5

Nkosinathi Mosebi

G R A D E

Grade 5m

Noluthando Nhlapo

Imani Nyezi

Sibonginkosi Zuze

NOT PICTURED
Gr 5b
Erica Audusto
Gugu Nkala
Aristides Santana
Gr 5m
Marilha Mavuba
Refilwe Mosebi
Charmain Sedikane

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010

113

GRADE 6
Grade 6c

Sibusisiwe Amoda

Phumzile Caluza

Timoteo Kalonda

Sinaye Komani

Rhulane Mahane

Buhle Mahlangu

Lethabo Mashoeng

Khanyisile Mdletshe

Grade 6L

Khethiwe Ndaba

Onkagile Nkwinika

Santa Pinheiro

Samuel Ramothibe

Anele Sidaki

Skosana Kekeletso

Musaru Chirwa

Nadine Draper

Nobuhle Hlomuka

Somila Kima

Percina Langa

Pulane Maake

Khanyisile Malope

Nicolle Charuma

G R A D E

Sithembiso Mokuwa

6
NOT PICTURED
Gr 6l
Gaobape Rethabile

Luanne Ndlovu
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Sphindile Nkosi

Mmoni Nthite

Tefo Ntladi
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Unathi Nyhila

Kagiso Semete

Lunga Mdakane

Sphiwe Mkhonza

GRADE 7
Grade 7p

Jeffery Bin Simba

Goitseone Chomane

Mbalenhle Mabuya

Mbali Mahlangu

Simphiwe Mahlangu

Mnikazi Mampuru

Gugulethu Masondo

Biisa-Aakua
Mohammed

Katleho Mokone

Masego Mosupye

Mahlako Mothapo

Dany Moukoko
Nzouzi

Nonhlanhla

Zaziwe Konyana

Kamogelo Makhene

Thato Sebogodi

landi Sigasa

Vuyiswa Sisulu

Siyabonga

Nobuhle Mazibuko

Reitumetse

Chené Stevens

Sangweni

G R A D E

Grade 7s

Nyikiwe Chauke

Thato Hashatsi

Mathabela

Kgatlego Merafe

7

Mazibuko

NOT PICTURED
Gr 7s
Rosie Gumede
Naledi Motimele

Calvin Msebele

Smanga Mthethwa

Michelle Nagel

Karabo Ntuane

Chiedza Nyazema

Lesedi Senona

Mbali Skosana
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GRADE 8
Grade 8c

Siyabonga

Ayanda Africa

Elizabete Casimiro

Nozibusiso Dlamini

Robert Gwanyanya

Molemo Huma

Tebogo Makwala

Jonatao Maningvane Katleho Matlatse

Ayabulela Mkaza

Sechaba Moeti

Tiisetso Moleo

Neo Mphelane

Njabulo Ndaba

Gugu Ngubeni

Bandile Nhlapo

Andile Peete

Matsoetlane

G R A D E

Grade 8M

Mpho Seabi

Seipati Sehlapelo

Thandiwe Sithole

Katleho Thamae

Moipone Thebe

Monwabisi Tshayinca

Tiago Almeida

Kabongo Bin Simba

Mandisa Chirwa

Refilwe Ditole

Bulole Ekangyela

Emmaculate

Baanetse Madiba

Tshepo Mashigo

Matome Meela

Emily Mkwayi

Lindokuhle Ngubeni

Thabo Nkwana

Nothando

Thabile Ntshingila

8

Michelle Pires

Lembede

Tshepo Mokoena

Lesego Mosikare

Mwisa

Thobeka Ngcongo

Mulaisho-Mothae
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Linda Ngele

Nkwanyana

Grade 8n

Justin Prim

Maluasila Ruben

Refiloe Sesing

Fikile Shekeshe

Lungelo Shelembe

Divine-Christine
Ssebunya

Sandile Zwane

Dino Coetzee

Lindokuhle Dlamini

Mandisa Dlamini

Sindile Dube

Ntsako Hlebela

Wandile Khumalo

Tebego Maake

Nomahlubi Madikiza

Oratile Magogodi

Khanya Majozi

Boitumelo Makhuza

Nombuyiselo
Mbatha

Kefilwe Mkonza

Keamogetseboikarabelo Mogase

Kamogelo Mosadi

Nokuthoba Ndebele

Evans Nkomo

Nomakwezi

Sihle Sibeko

Sibonelo Sigasa

Sabelo Thusi

Ntombezinhle
Thwala

Bridget Awa

G R A D E

Thabitha Seabi

Karabo Tlowana

8

Lucia Quintas

Nomvete

Kuhlekonke Zulu
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Grade 8s

Charlie Mbula Nkuna

Vivienne Alexander

Ruby Chimalizeni

Reginah Daniels

Clarencia Guduza

Khanyisile Khanye

Sphesihle Khanye

Bandile Madolo

Lindokuhle Mbatha

Yumna Mohamed

Pontsho Morapeli

Andre Msimango

Zanthia Muller

Lulama Ngaleka

Sanele Ngwenya

Sibusiso Nhlapo

Ntando Nkosi

G R A D E

NOT PICTURED
Gr 8c
Dominic Muembo
Gr 8m
Ifeanyi Omeokache
Gr 8s
Katleho Mokoatle
Noxolo Sikakane

Deovany Pedro

Inocencia Pedro

Sieta Dos Santos

Katlego Sebona

8
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Brandon Summers

Basetsana Tshoma

Kesentseng Tsipane

GRADE 9
Grade 9B

Katleho Matee

Geoffrey

Nomzingisi

Chimalizeni

Gcasamba

Setshaba Mkuchane

Kamogelo Molatlhoe

Tshepiso Kabai

Sheikh Kilele

Karabo Mabe

Nomonde Majola

Lindiwe Malinga

Goodness Mandlati

Bongiwe Ngele

Menzi Ngubane

Mpho Ntshong

Amani Nyezi

Jean Prim

Ramokgopa
Kgomotjo

G R A D E

Grade 9h

Bontle Tshepo

Mandla Shongwe

Miriam Ssebunya

Basetsana Tsotetsi

Bongani Zwane

Lebogang Isaac

Gugulethu Khanye

Tshepang

Lydia Madumo

Sipho Makhura

Khanyisa Masilela

Celeste Dhlomo

Phumzile Dlamini

Keleabetswe

Motlokwa Mojapelo

9

Neo Sebotsa

Sakhile Maziya

Mmotlana

Lekhelebane

Khumoetsile
Mokhethi

Sylvester Mphahlele

Phyllis Mushothi

Mbalenhle Ndlovu

Asanda Nene

Nirvana NokweMseleku

Abongile Nqakula

Neliswa Nyhila

Refiloe Phele
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Grade 9M

Itumeleng Ramathe

Naledi Raphesu

Thapelo Segole

Luyanda Sibeko

Tebogo Tsagae

Katlego Tshabalala

Jean-Jacques

Jussara Cardoso

Badianyama

Lehlohonolo

Edmund Dladla

Mbali Dlamini

Nkanyezi Jula

Benita Maduche

Lebohang Majola

Dineo Makhasane

Sharon Masuku

Nothabo Mkhize

Michelle Mncube

Palesa Mosebi

Nolwazi Mposula

Jolene Ndhlovu

Lwazi Nhlapo

Thabiso Nodangala

Yongama Nqiwa

Xolile Nyila

Adriano Pedrosa

Gift Seane

Whitney Tabetla

Dichabe

G R A D E
9
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Grade 9v

Nombuso Madela

Tavena Badianyama

Thamsanqa Botha

Tafadzwa Chiuta

Mbuso Dhlamini

Andile Dube

Zinhle Gebuza

Bahle Gushman

Xabiso Kima

Kamohelo Madiba

Lebo Mamabolo

Valber Matavane

Kamohelo

Kgomotso Moloi

Thato Mosoetsi

Mzwandile Ndebele

Kenny Nigere

Talent Sibanda

Tshiamo Taunyane

Bonolo

Xolile Vilakazi

Mokgosinyane

G R A D E

Emelina Nizere

Cameron Rajah

Akshaar Ramsurwaj

Masego Selebogo

Tlhotlhalemaje

9

NOT PICTURED
Gr 9b
Sibongile Buthelezi
Galebwe Danamwa
Gr9h
Neo Mawasha
Gr 9m
Siyabonga Mchumu
Cristopher Ryan
Asanda Zazayokwe

Mandithembe
Ntlabati

Gr 9v
Peter Mbimala
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GRADE 10
Grade 10N

Ayanda Dlamini

Aashiq Hansrajh

Siphesihle

Mukonda Kalu

Neo Koenane

Kgaugelo Konopi

Mokgadi Lebea

Nkamogeleng Letsie

Sharon Neves

Katleho Noto

Deborah Nzolantima

Lombo Nzolantima

Zanokuhle Radebe

Carlos Belchior

Assumani Bin Simba

Mlungisi Gumede

Malerato Mosia

Hlatshwayo

Mahlodi

Mandla Maseko

Palesa Mathabathe

Nonhle Ndaba

Makgamatha

G R A D E

Grade 10s

1 0

Molebogeng Rantao

Olebogeng Rapesiwa Filipe Seabra

Bontle Serai

Caleb Stevens

Lidia Langa

Lerato Letowane

Mongezi Mackade

Loui Mambu

Zanele Maseko

Zukiswa Mbasa

Lesego Mhlayivana

Relebohile Mohale

Argentina Muianga

Chantal Niyonzima

Lucy Pedro

Mpho Radebe

Mmamatshwane
Sefoka

Mokgatle Sennelo

Vuyokazi Shoapha

Thato Zwane

122

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010

Grade 10V

Zamantungwa
Dhlamini

Bridgette Dlamini

Ntombizethu Dlamini Vusi Hlophe

Lizeka Makalima

Sandile Malawana

Palesa Malinga

Ntombifuthi Dube

Lindelwa Nxumalo

Mlungisi Radebe

Lebogang Sekese

Grace Thabethe

Jason Johnson

Rabareng

Lindeni Lebea

Kgosimang Lekabe

Monde Ndlumbini

Newton Nigere

Khoroeadira

Mohale Moloi

Disebo Mosala

Lungelo Mphahlele

G R A D E
1 0
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Grade 10W

Tshireletso Mentor

Vuyelwa Buque

Thembisile Dlamini

Lizo Fikeni

Kgotsofalang Lebeta

Success Lekgoathi

Phumzile Madiba

Jabulane Marishane

Tshadinyane
Masooane

Ntokozo Mhlanga

Kamogelo

Kamohelo Mokoatle

Bonolo Molefe

Dimpho Motloung

Bongiwe Mthibane

Kudakwashe
Nyazema

Ruvimbo Nyoni

Modisakeng

G R A D E

NOT PICTURED
Gr1 0n
Oageng Mokhele
Gr10s
Mphumeleli Ndlovu
Andiswa Nyathi
Gr 10v
Genesis Manney
Kabelo Phalatse
Tsakane Sambo

1 0

Tshegofatso Phiri
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Lorraine Ramothibe

Kgololosego Segapo

Thato Semoko
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Theano Shubane

Vuyiswa Sipoko

Nonkululeko Vukeya

Gr 10w
Bongani Khambule
Chidera Omeokache

GRADE 11
Grade 11p

Gemma Bowes

Brian Charlie

Candice Dube

Karabo Galetlole

Cwebile Kumalo

Mpho Matjeke

Xolo Mdlalose

Griscael Moukoko
Mbounzi

Noxolo Dlamini

Lerato Flak

Nokuthula
Gcwabaza

Itumeleng Mdalana

Zinzi Modige

Lethabo Montjane

Tshepo Mothosola

Grade 11r

Thabani Ngubeni

Vusumzi Nyila

Jean-Pierre Petersen

Tebogo Rammutle

Kelly-Ann Johnston

Carl Khumalo

Boitumelo Lefike

Makhotso Maiko

Thembokuhle

G R A D E

Malefetsane Mpitso

1 1

Masondo

Florence Ndzandzeka Makhensa Nkuna

Joslin Patrick

Sakhiwosombuso
Radebe

Ziphozakhe Same

Remofiloe Sebobe

Naledi Selibe

Simphiwe Sibeko

Mirriam Vilankulu

Myrian Badianyama

Faray Bin Simba

Duane Bouman

Magauta Dube

Ponciana Fita

Kelebogile Maimela

Zandi Manini

Grade 11v

Steve Allogho

DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL 2010

125

Bongani Masango

Reabetswe
Mazibuko

Mbali Mjwara

Tlotlego Molefe

Khamuka Moloi

Mbali Ngcobo

Matshidiso Nhlapo

Mbali Nkosi

Bongani Radebe

Marheb Badianyama
,

Bhekizenzo Khanye

Thabo Kubheka

Guilhermine
Mulungu

Liliana Muteca

Mimi Nthite

Grade 11w

Mandlenkosi
Shingwenyana ,

Kabelo Taule

Zazi Thango

Ntembeko Xabanisa

Dania Manuel

Amanda Manyika

Lunga Maseko

Pabalelo Mashilo

Reabetswe Moagi

G R A D E

Mafa Ramolefe

1 1

Sanele Morgan

NOT PICTURED
Gr 11v
Bambanani Ndlovu
Deolinda Simango
Gr 11p
Musetsi Sebuse
Gr 11r
Faheem Mia

Palesa Pelesana
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Malehlohonolo
Rakgwathe

Palesa Thai

Dimpho Vilankulu
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Mbali Zwane

GRADE 12
Grade 12a

Carina De Beer

Innocent Diteko

Tanya Govender

Shadadi

Lindiwe Khumalo

Tumelo Lekhu

Karikumbuga

Luyanda Maqubela

Siphelele Maseko

Patience Mathe

Khotso Matobole

Siphiwe Matore

Jambase

Lebohang Makhoa

Magwentshu

Xolisile Mkhize

Makhotso Moabi

Koketso Molotsi

Ntheti Morapeli

G R A D E

Grade 12M

Katlego Motau

Katleho Mpele

Dorcas Ncongwane

Siko Nyati

Nkrumah Pinheiro

Paula Ssebunnya

Bongani Zwane

Eufrazina Dos Santos

Katiso Dube

Edite Langa

Mkini Maseko

Palesa Mgcaleka

Tsakani Mhlongo

Lesego Modibedi

Botlhale Moeketsane

Kgothatso Moleko

Edna Da Costa

Amohelang Dube

Kevin Ilunga

Paballo Lechela

1 2

Lebohang Mosebi

Grade 12N

Zweli Mosiane

Chumani Nqakula

Daniel Nthite

Molebogeng
Ramathebane
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Grade 12s

Gosiame Makwela

Keabetswe Maleka

Lerato Mathenjwa

Lulama Nkenene

Manoko Rammala

Tshepo Selamolela

Clinton Sisane

Felix Kalu

Mothiba Kanyane

Koketso Makgale

Siyabonga Makhatini

kabelo Manaka

Duduzile Maseko

Vusiwe Mashinini

G R A D E

NOT PICTURED
Gr 12a
Khumo Khunwane
Gr 12n
Gilda Lourenco
Zakhele Kwekwana
Gr 12s
Sipho Nyhila

1 2

Promise Tsotetsi
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Sithembile Zungu
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Nqobile Hlubi

Gugulethu Ndlovu

Maryanne Pretorius
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