
In an early classroom activity Nobuhle 
Mazibuko (Gr 7) suggested the following class 
rules to help achieve prosperity in 2010:

Peace amongst each other

Respecting each other’s space and properties

Offering to help when someone is in need 
of help

Supporting each other 

Protect each other 

Embracing others’ ideas

Responsible behaviour is required

Identify what is wrong and follow rules

Temper to be controlled especially around 
others

Yelling is not permitted as it is an 
interruption 
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Refilwe Leads Matrics To Excellence
Coming up top of the class in the Independent 
Examination Board (IEB) Matric exams, 2009 Head Girl 
Refilwe Mashile led last year’s matrics to a good set 
of results in these challenging private school exams. 
With 15% of the matrics achieving subject distinctions, 
85% able to study for degrees and diplomas, and 
improved subject averages, this second year of IEB 
exams proved that our children have what it takes 
to achieve and our teachers can produce top-quality 
results. Refilwe achieved distinctions in English (85%), 
Afrikaans (85%), Mathematics (95%), Physical Science 
(83%), Life Orientation (81%), Life Sciences (84%) and  
Maths 3 (91%), while just missing an eighth distinction 

with Accounting (79%). Her hard work has already paid 
off as she sits with three full university scholarship 
offers to choose from. Refilwe outlined her 
study plans at school this week before she 
heads off to the University of Cape Town 
where she will be studying towards an 
Actuarial Science degree. She hopes one 
day to be a management consultant and, 
after spending her entire schooling here at 
Dominican, has promised to visit often. 

Congratulations to all the matrics 
on a great set of results and to their teachers 

on the incredible input that has enabled us to achieve 
at this level. 

Back To School
the only activity that Dominican engages in 
that is quiet is exams, and these were far from 
everyone’s minds as the new academic year 
opened with much joy for those meeting up again 
after the holidays, excitement (and also some 
apprehension!) for the many new children both in 
the pre-school and Gr 1 and the many new Gr 8s. 
After an exhausting first day, the real meaning of 
Dominican is perhaps captured by an observation 
from a new Gr 000, aged three, who said to his 
father when told his family was waiting in the car 
for him, “I don’t want to go home yet – this can also 
be my family”. May everyone have a wonderful 
year as part of the Dominican family!



Notices 
The Matric Dance Committee would 
like to remind you that Valentine’s 
Day is just around the corner 
– so buy your loved one something 
special and help the fundraising 
effort. Valentine’s goodies on sale 
include:  mugs at R30; photo frames 
with mugs at R40; soft teddies at 
R25 and glasses with teddies at 
R30. Messages will go on sale from 
Monday 25 January 2010  at R8 
per message. Raffle tickets are R3. 
Please support this fundraiser. 

A High School Valentine’s Ball will 
be held in the school hall on Friday 
12 February 2010, from 18h00 till 
23h00. Tickets cost R120 per person 
and can be bought  from the office. 
Ticket sales close on 5 February 
2010. The ticket price includes a 
dinner and dance. We will also hold 
lucky draws on the evening.  

The Tshuma family is looking for 
transport from Midrand to DCS for 
their daughter. If you can help, 
please phone Mr Herbert Tshuma on  
083 532 5908.

•

•

•

Sports News

Friday 15 January Staff meetings (13h20); Mathematics Symposium (14h00). Compulsory for matrics
Saturday 16 January Leadership camp for all prefects (from 07h30)
Sunday 17 January  Level 0 swimming gala at Delville (08h00)
Monday 18 January High School athletics training (compulsory) – St Catherine and St Dominic (14h30); 
 Inter-House play auditions – St Thomas (14h30)
Tuesday 19 January High School athletics training (compulsory) – St Dominic and St Thomas (14h30); 
 Inter-House play auditions – St Catherine (14h30)
Wednesday 20 January DCS vs St Benedict’s – Boys’ basketball fixtures (14h30)
Thursday 21 January School Mass – (07h45); Readings by Liturgy Team; 
 High School athletics training (compulsory) – St Catherine and St Dominic (14h30)
Friday 22 January Gr 8 Orientation Camp starts (11h00); Staff meetings: High School General and Primary School General   
 combined (13h15); Mathematical Literacy Symposium (14h00). Compulsory for matrics
Saturday 23 January Gr 8 Orientation Camp ends with family lunch starting at 14h00
NB Saturday 30 January High School and Primary School parent information mornings and  workshops (09h00);   
 Gr 4 – Gr 7  Inter-House track event athletics (10h00);     
 Family bring-and-braai for High School and Primary School families (from 11h00)

Coming up

Dominican High School will be holding its Inter-House 
athletics on Thursday 28 January 2010 at the university 
of the Witwatersrand athletics track. We are looking for 
sponsorship from companies at which parents or friends 
of the school are employed to fund the following for this 
important event:

Athlete isotonic sustenance (Energade-type drinks).•

Podium prizes for specific events and for the Victor 
and Victrix Ludora. 

In return we will, on  the day, market the sponsors by 
displaying their brands on supplied materials. Please 
contact Mr Moore, Director of Sport, should you want 
to sponsor this event or any other sporting effort at the 
school.

•

Returning from the Christmas break is always a whirl 
of activity strongly contrasted with the rest that the 
holidays always bring. If the start of 2010 is anything 
to go by, this will be a year of great excitement and 
tremendous opportunities. The 2009 Matrics ended 
the year on a great note as they lifted Dominican 
matric results to new heights, successfully ending a 
year of academic initiative throughout the school. We 
intend to build further on what was done last year 
and every learner needs to realise that the work starts 

NOW if they are to emulate the seven-A achievement 
of Refilwe Mashile! 

Dominican is opening the year on record numbers and 
with many exciting innovations and developments 
planned for 2010. With this year’s focus on being 
aware, I have challenged all of us to be aware of the 
needs of each other, aware of what we need to do to 
achieve in every area, aware of those less fortunate 
than us, aware of the rules, aware of our potential and 

aware of how privileged we are to attend a school like 
Dominican. May you all have a wonderful year filled 
with challenges and possibilities and the realisation 
of your dreams through hard work and fun.

Mike Thiel
Headmaster

From The Headmaster


