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Leaders Train Outdoors
THE ANNUAL leadership camp gave learners a taste of 
the extremes that a leader is often called to handle – very 
hot and cold and wet conditions, physical and mental 
challenges, and individual and group dynamics. Newly 
arrived gap student Felix Stevenson (2009 Stowe Head 
Boy) and his counterpart Laura Grossick also added their 
perspectives to the mix. Mrs Antunes is pleased with the 
quality of the 2010 prefect group, and we all look forward 
to a quality year. 

DOMINICAN HEAD Girl Khumo Khunwane described 
the camp as a great experience. “It gave us the opportunity 
to learn how to be a strong group, and to tolerate and 
respect each other whilst having fun,” she said. “We really 
enjoyed ourselves and we are ready for the year ahead.” 

New Face In The O�  ce
IF YOU visit Mr Thiel this year, there is a new face to greet you and a 
new voice to take your calls – Ms Sandisiwe Ngcongo took up her new 
position as personal assistant to the headmaster at the beginning of the 
year. She has the following to say: “I’m two weeks old… at Dominican! 
It is a lovely school and the experience has been great. Everyone is 
polite – even when I ‘baptise’ them with new names, they just smile and 
respond. I feel at home and the support has been great.”

WE WELCOME Ms Ngcongo to Dominican. Watch this space to meet 
the new teachers in the weeks to come!

Mathematics 
Symposium

Sounds a little frightening, doesn’t it?! But 
Friday 15 January 2010 was a remarkable 
day for our Gr 12 Maths learners, as the 
Maths department set the scene for a 
successful year. The day was � lled with 
inspiring moments, with the Maths 
teachers taking the learners through 
an orientation for matric success, and 
outlining the expectations the teachers 
have and what the matrics need to do to 
excel at the end of the year. Among other 
things, the department explained the 
syllabus to the learners.
– Ms Moipolai (Maths Head of Department)

Maths Learners Say
“An exciting and informative way to start 
our Gr 12 year! Mr Musada gave us great 
motivation to become mathematicians, 
and that was topped by Ms Moipolai’s 
detailed guide to our curriculum. Having 
this experience makes me hope that 
all teachers strive for such passion and 
enthusiasm about their subjects.” 
– Paula Ssebunnya, Gr 12A

“The day was insightful. Thanks to our 
Maths teachers, I now have a clear idea 
of the year ahead and what is expected 
from me.” – Gosiame Makwela, Gr 12M

 “It was an inspiring experience that 
captured my mind. It changed my 
attitude towards Maths. I will not forget 
the motivational speech from Mr Musada 
titled: ‘I am a mathematician and I am 
blessed!’” – Innocent Diteko, Gr 12A 

New Face In The O�  ce
IF YOU IF YOU 
new voice to take your calls – Ms Sandisiwe Ngcongo took up her new 
position as personal assistant to the headmaster at the beginning of the position as personal assistant to the headmaster at the beginning of the 
year. She has the following to say: “I’m two weeks old… at Dominican! 
It is a lovely school and the experience has been great. Everyone is 
polite – even when I ‘baptise’ them with new names, they just smile and 
respond. I feel at home and the support has been great.”

WE WELCOME 
the new teachers in the weeks to come!

Ms Ngcongo



   

Notices
Buy your loved one something special 
for Valentine’s Day. Mugs R30, photo 
frames with mugs R40, soft teddies R25, 
glasses with teddies R30, messages R8, 
ra�  e tickets R3. Matric Dance Committee 
fundraiser.

Valentine’s Ball on Friday 12 February from 
18h00 to 23h00. Tickets cost R120 
per person and are available from the 
o�  ce until 5 February. Dinner and dance. 
Lucky draws.

Families looking for transport:
 • The Tshuma family, from Midrand  
    to DCS for their daughter. If you can
    help, please phone Mr Herbert   
    Tshuma on 083 532 5908.
 • Mr Aklizu, for three children from  
    Athol/Sandton. Please contact 
    Mr Aklizu on 082 474 4341.

Sports News

Friday 22 January Gr 8 orientation weekend starts (11h00); Sta�  meetings (13h10); 
 Mathematics Literacy Symposium (14h00, compulsory for matrics)
Saturday 23 January Gr 8 orientation weekend continues; 
 Gr 8 Family meal (parents who have replied are expected at 14h30 for 15h00)
Monday 25 January 10th-day register returns and headcount (08h30);  High School athletics training – St Thomas and St Dominic  
 (14h30, compulsory); Inter-House Play rehearsals – St Catherine (14h30); 
 High School boys’ tennis � xture vs Glenvista B team (14h30)
Tuesday 26 January IEB Principals’ meeting – Roedean (10h00); High School athletics training – St Catherine and St Thomas (14h30,  
 compulsory); Inter-House Play rehearsals – St Dominic (14h30);
Wednesday 27 January Gr 5 outing to Willem Prinsloo Museum (09h00); High School athletics training – St Catherine and St Dominic  
 (14h30, compulsory); Inter-House Play rehearsals – St Thomas (14h30)
Thursday 28 January School Mass – Feast of St Thomas (Readings: hostel prefects) (07h45); High School Inter-House Athletics Meeting at  
 Wits (JCE track) (09h30); BOG Executive Finance Committee Meeting (17h00)
Friday 29 January Sta�  meetings (High School general and Heads of Department meeting; Primary School general) (13h15)
Saturday 30 January High School and Primary School parent information mornings and workshops (starts in Hall at 09h00); Boys’  
 basketball – DCS vs St Albans (09h00); Primary School (Gr 4-7) Inter-House Track Event Athletics at Murray Park  
 (10h00); Family bring-and-braai for all High School and Primary School families (11h30). Fires provided

COMING UP

Athletics
One of the ways to reduce stress at the beginning of term 
is to spend a few hours in the sun, engaged in athletic 
activities – ah! Next Thursday, the High School will be 
holding its annual Inter-House Athletics Day at Wits. 
With all three houses eager to win the bragging rights, 
their athletes have taken to the track in training for this 
glorious day. The question is: can the dominance of St 
Thomas be broken?!

We are looking for sponsorship from companies at which 
parents or friends of the school are employed to fund the 
following for this important event:

Athlete isotonic sustenance during the day 
(Energade-type drinks)
Podium prizes for speci� c events
Prizes for Victor and Victrix Ludora winners

In return we will use the day to market the sponsors by 
displaying their names, along with supplied branded 
material. Please contact Mr Moore, Director of Sport, 
should you want to sponsor this event or any other 
sporting part of the school.

•

•
•

Tennis
The boys’ tennis league resumes next 
week – thank you to Mrs Hutchings 
for stepping in to continue harnessing 
this tremendous talent. After the � rst 
round of matches, Dominican is lying 
second in its league with only one 
loss. Keep up the serves, boys!

Basketball
The battle continues! One of our 
biggest rivalries resumes as we face 
St Benedict’s when the league 
re-starts. St Benedict’s has often 
basked in the glory, while DCS was 
not in its league – until now … 
Dominican had some tough games, 
but is happy to issue a warning to 
watch out for new learners who 
come with enthusiasm and skill. 
Game on!
– Mr Moore (Director of Sport)

The tragedy of the Haiti earthquake and the enormity of the personal destitution 
that has followed this event reminds us of the relative privilege we all have. Our 
charity collections for the next week will support the Catholic aid response 
to this disaster through Caritas. While we are a long way away and perhaps 
our physical ability to do something is limited, this event reminds us of how 
inconsequential most of our daily struggles and di�  culties are compared with 
those of the people who have lost every material possession and some of their 
loved ones as well. What would remain for us if we were in the same position 
tomorrow? How would we respond? What would you do, personally? What would 
our Dominican family do?

We are lucky in that, looking on from a distance, our answers are perhaps easier 
to phrase than they would be if we were in the middle of this unexpected turmoil. 
The answers will surely remind us that, in the end, our connections with others, 
our school or business friendships, and our families, are relationships that sustain 
us and the only vital ingredients for living our lives. May we go forward aware that 
our personal material interests should never be allowed to sel� shly overshadow 
the opportunity we have to help those with greater needs than our own. 

Thank you to those individuals who are contributing each month towards the 
costs of our Vulnerable Children Programme, a� ording so many young people the 
opportunity of a quality education. The diversity of backgrounds of the children 
of Dominican is the ultimate learning experience and the diversity of donors, 
each giving a small amount each month to supplement the bigger corporate 
donations, allows us to make a real di� erence to destitute lives. Are you giving 
that little bit extra?

Thank you for your role in Dominican Convent School and have a great week 
ahead. I look forward to meeting many of you at the Family Day next Saturday, 
30 January!

Mike Thiel
Headmaster

From The Headmaster

                                      Spirit Training: In full cry

Thank you to those individuals who are contributing each month towards the 


