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ConTACT uS V E R I T A S

Directing a jazz workshop in the middle of a 
Dominican assembly? With live music stands, marimbas, 
clapping, clarinet, piano and African drums? Donating 
two clarinets to Dominican to expand our instrumental 
music? Nothing was normal when Mr and Mrs Nelson 
spent their Stowe School mid-term break in the heat of 
Africa selecting the third set of Branson Scholars! 

When Mrs Jenny Nelson spoke at a special 
assembly about the contrasts she had experienced 
at Dominican, it was clear that she was relishing 
the diversity of the children she and her husband, 
Mr Howard Nelson, were interviewing and was 
impressed by the growing strength of the Stowe/
Dominican partnership. 

“i WoulD love to take all of you,” she said as the 
initial group of 85 was whittled down to a shortlist 
of 11, who would sit the entrance exams. 

the nelsons’ visit was also a chance for 
Mrs Nelson to catch up with Laura Grossick and 
Felix Stevenson, past Stowe Head Prefects who 
have been on a gap year at DCS. 

the stoWe Assembly had a poignant 
moment too, as Laura said her farewells after 
six months at Dominican. She reminded us that 
she had arrived as a Stoic and was leaving as 
a Dominican, with memories of the warmth, 
love and care that she believes is the defining 
characteristic of our community. 

laura brought humility, quick wit and an 
endless capacity for hard work to everything she did 
here. She is a wonderful example for us to copy and we 
will miss her greatly. 

on the departure of the Nelson family (the Nelson 
children Joss and Isla became Dominican learners for 
three days) it was perhaps a comment from Isla that 
summed up best what the Branson Scholar Programme 
is all about. She loudly proclaimed: “Thando is my new 
best friend and I am going to email her on Monday!” 

i aM not sure if the scheme’s generous founder, Mr 
Mike Parsons, and his friend, Sir Richard Branson, knew 
what they were starting when they linked the UK and 
Africa so emphatically in our two schools, making 
friends, global understanding and the strengths of 
partnerships so much easier to achieve. Thank you! 
– Mr Mike Thiel, Headmaster
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Nelsons Strengthen Stowe Partnership

“sPca stanDs for ‘Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals’. Mrs Angie Jennet 
visited us to receive a donation 
of food for the cats and dogs. 
We learnt that worms, ticks and 
fleas suck blood from animals.”  
– Tawonga Chuma, Gr 5B

“We learnt a lot and I thank 
everyone who contributed to 
this day.”  
– Alyssa Potgieter, Gr 5B 

We Care About The SPCA!



Friday 26 February Mid-term break (hostel closed)
Sunday 28 February Level 0 swimming gala at Delville
Monday 01 March Mid-term break (hostel closed) – Boarders return to hostel by 17h00; 
 High School netball matches vs Sunward Park (A)
Tuesday 02 March School opens (07h30); 
 Auditions for High School “10-minute plays” (Gr 8 and 9) in Hall (14h30)
Wednesday 03 March  High School Block Day and World Maths Day; 
 Gr 8 Retreat at Bosco (08h00); 
 Gr 9 Wallabies Trading Game in the Hall (08h00); 
 Seniors – stagecraft workshop; 
 Auditions for High School “10-minute plays” (Gr 10 and 11) in Hall (14h30) 
Thursday 04 March School Mass – readings: Gr 10 McNulty (07h40); 
 GET marks due on PB (before 14h00);
 High School netball matches vs The Hill (Mandeville); 
 Foundation Phase marks meeting (14h30);
 Board of Governors’ meeting at (17h00) 
Friday 05 March First Dominican Soccer Friday event;  
 Senior Primary and GET marks meetings (13h15);
 Primary School mini-netball matches at Leeuwenhof (14h00)
Saturday 06 March Gr 3 Inter-House Athletics at Murray Park moved to 18 March (11h30); 
 Netball coaching course at Roedean (09h00);
 Term boarder outing moved to 21/22 March

coMing uP

BoYS’ BASKETBALL
The u16 boys struggled in the St John’s u16 tournament, 
but calamities of the previous game had to be forgotten 
and the next game focused upon in a short period of time. 
We look forward to improvements at the International 
School of South Africa u16 tournament later this year.

DCS 5 King Edward  73
DCS 13 Pretoria Boys’  52
DCS 31 American International School  20
DCS  11 St Andrew’s College 43    
DCS 13 St John’s College   40 (7th/   
  8th-place play off) 
         

VoLLEYBALL
Dominican did well in the Fun Volleyball Festival at 

Pretoria Girls’ High. We 
look forward to seeing 
our players in action in 
the league.

DCS  25 Fourways Juniors 14
DCS 16 Fourways Seniors 25
DCS   25 Heron Bridge       14

SWImmInG
Congratulations to Christopher Ryan (Gr 9) on his 
selection to the Gauteng Schools’ Swimming Team. He 
will be competing at the national High School Aquatics 
Championships next month. Well done and good luck!

– Mr Sidrick Moore, Head of Sport

Time flies when you are having fun … and with the sudden 
(and welcome) arrival of the mid-term long weekend, it must 
mean that we are having a lot of fun at Dominican! 

Too seldom are we able to step back and look at the bigger 
picture, so enveloped are we in our daily struggles. In this I 
am lucky, as my job requires me to do just this all the time. 
When I look at our Dominican community, I am pleased by 
the diversity of opportunities available for us and the vast 
number of children who take up these opportunities daily. 

The Grade 6 group led a Primary School Assembly this week 
about perseverance. In the middle of their message to their 
peers was the old adage that we should rather try and fail 
than fail to try. True learning comes not from the comfort 
of what we know “works” but from testing new areas and 
moving in new directions constantly. 

As we get a few days of “time off” this weekend, think about 
the times in your life when you have grown the most – you 

will find they are moments when you were pushed and 
when you tried new things. We can never be in a perfect 
place, but we can always be moving towards a perfect place. 
As we move through Lent, let us be aware of those areas 
of our lives where we are standing still and pick up new 
challenges to keep growing.

Ms Paula Nunes will be leaving Dominican for the private 
sector at the end of February after five years as a Portuguese 
teacher. We thank her for keeping this important part of our 
school alive and wish her well in her new endeavours outside 
education. The Portuguese Embassy will be supplying us 
with a replacement teacher in March and we value this link 
with them.

Mr Mike Thiel
Headmaster

From The Headmaster

   

Valentine’s Picnic
The Gr 1M learners enjoyed their Valentine’s 
picnic:

“On Valentine’s Day we are surprised by things 
we get and the picnic was a nice surprise.” 
– Meron

“The picnic was nice because we could eat 
our lovely KFC and play with all our friends.” 
– Naomi

“Valentine’s Day is about love.” – Lwandile

“At the picnic, our group was dancing, eating 
and playing. We love our friends.” – Bintu

Notices 
It’s almost time for High Tea! Clear your social 
calendar for 15 May – Kate Turkington from 
Talk Radio 702 will be our guest speaker. 
Contact Dr Lima if you are interested in hosting 
a table for seven of your friends.

Wings of Hope School hopes to get the children 
to swimming classes soon and is asking for 
donations of swimming costumes and towels 
for children aged four to seven years old. These 
can be new or second-hand, as your children 
outgrow them. Please send to the Dominican 
Convent office.

Woza Soccer Fridays! DCS will soon dress in flag 
stickers, soccer shirts and tracksuits on certain 
Fridays as we count down to the kickoff of the 
2010 World Cup. Does anyone know the “diski” 
dance? Watch this space for more information.

Sports News

HAITI COLLeCTION R4 000.00
LeNTeN APPeAL  R1 194.25

Charity


