
Dominican Convent High 
School learners from Grade 
8–11 spend every Friday 

morning engaged in project-based 
learning (PBL). PBL crosses tradi-
tional subject boundaries, fosters cu-
riosity and develops digital research 
and production skills. 

The Grade 9 theme for Term 2 
is the Zombie Apocalypse, with 
the driving question "How can we 
prevent the spread of infectious 
diseases?" Learners will look at how 
cities respond to disasters, com-

municate health information and 
investigate how micro-organisms 
grow and spread. In order to better 
understand the concept of expo-
nential growth, the learners did an 
investigation where they cultured 
micro-organisms using samples 
from different parts of the school. 
The learners have also learned what 
type of conditions help microbes 
to thrive and how they can prevent 
the growth and spread of harmful 
micro-organisms.

—BONGUMUSA MBATHA

I really enjoyed project-based 
learning these past two weeks 
because we did a scientific ex-
periment.  I learnt a lot about the 
bacteria around us, from the air to 
the things we touch. In the past 2-3 
weeks I’ve improved my ability to 
conduct an experiment and write 
a scientific report and I’m proud 
of myself. I also learned that some 
tasks are done better in a group be-
cause we can help each other if one 
doesn’t understand. 

— MMABATHO THEBE, GRADE 9

Zombie Apocalypse
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TESTING FOR BACTERIAL PRESENCE Learners gathered samples from a variety of school locations to determine where bacteria thrive. 

PROJECT-BASED LEARNING
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It is well known that Dominican 
is a thinking school, a school that 
performs highly each year in the 
IEB matriculation examinations, 
that we perform to a very high 
standard on the sports fields and on 
the stage. Yet, at the end of the day, 
we are also about young people and 
their development as decent human 
beings—young adults who display 
a sense of morality, ethics and 
respect for our Creator and fellow 
men and women.

It was wonderful last Saturday to 
address the Grade R parents whose 
children are just beginning this 
educational journey. The hope and 
expectation that all parents share for 

their children was very evident. All 
the while I could not help but think 
how quickly time passes, having 
witnessed our 2019 Matric Dance the 
night before. At our Matric Dance 
I saw young adults who are able to 
hold a meaningful conversation, 
look you in the eye, shake your hand 
with firmness and respect, who dis-
play an understanding of place and 
occasion, who exhibit genuine love 
for their peers and teachers, who can 
dance with complete abandon, and 
who have a love for life and most of 
all are the promise of the future. So 
as we spoke to the Grade R parents 
on Saturday morning about the 
expectations for Grade 1 and some 

of the new initiatives that we will 
be introducing in 2020 in the Foun-
dation Phase, such as Coding, I felt 
very excited about the possibilities 
that a Dominican education pres-
ents. 

In particular, I looked twelve 
years into the future and pictured 
a Matric Dance with students who 
were not only well educated and 
ready to step into the real world but 
at the same time were the embodi-
ment of good character, citizenship 
and a moral compass that will be a 
shining light to all.
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Saturday, 8 June
07:30 CSSC U9 Netball and Soccer,Sacred Heart 

Term Boarders Outing
09:00 Baptism Parents’ Meeting

Monday, 10 June
IP Mid-Year Examination Moderation Week
HS Examination Submission Week

14:15 IP Senior Inter-House Soccer

Tuesday, 11 June
14:30 IP Snr Inter-House Basketball, Jnr Netball

Wednesday, 12 June
09:00 G12 IEB Life Orienation CAT B
09:40 Grade Co-ordinator Assembly

Grade 12 Pit Production
14:00 HS Netball vs Sacred Heart TBC

Thursday, 13 June
07:40 School Mass (Readings:Grade 10)
08:00 IEB Grade 12 ESIT External Drama Exam 
13:00 D13 Netball vs Jubilate (Home)
13:00 HS Soccer vs Steyn City (Away)

Friday, 14 June
08:00 IEB: Grade 12 Sesotho Mphahlolle at UJ 
14:00 Headmaster’s Staff Meeting

Upcoming Events

FROM THE HEADMASTER'S DESK

From Apple to Adulthood

SPORT
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U9
vs Linksfield Primary
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vs Carlswald Prep
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