
According to Google, “Cod-
ing allows people to speak 
with computers using 

words that both humans and com-
puters understand." Children can 
use coding to communicate with 
computers and control technology, 
as well as making games, apps and 
music. Coding prepares learners 
with problem-solving and compu-
tational thinking skills and teaches 
them to be creative and sequential.
Many of our children's future jobs 
will require them to write code as 
humans, robots, and smart objects 

increasingly work together to per-
form tasks for work. 

In response to the growing need 
for our learners to acquire coding 
skills, select Dominican teachers 
have embarked on a journey of 
learning how to teach learners to 
code. Our Foundation Phase learn-
ers are being exposed to coding in 
classes using apps and "unplugged" 
theory activities that help learners 
understand key concepts of pro-
gramming. Although coding is new, 
our learners have been exposed to 
these unplugged activities for years. 

Examples of unplugged activities 
are playing games (musical chairs), 
baking a cake, beating on a drum 
and putting pictures in the correct 
order are all part of coding. 

The learners have responded 
with tremendous excitement. The 
next phase of our digital skills roll-
out is robotics, where the learners 
will put their coding skills to work 
to control a robot that will follow 
their commands. 

—A BEUKES | HOD FOUNDATION PHASE

Our Coding Journey Begins
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EVERYONE CAN CODE  Grade 1 Learners spend consolidating their knowledge of sequences and loops. 

DIGITAL SKILLS



 

A few weeks ago I wrote about 
the introduction of Project Based 
Learning at Dominican. This week's 
newsletter is about coding, another 
innovative initiative gaining traction 
at the School. These imperatives are 
essential if Dominican is to prepare 
its students for the modern world 
that awaits them. Our commitment 
to your children and a Dominican 
education of significance dictates 
that we remain abreast of the latest 
educational trends and, at the same 
time, continue to scan the horizon 
in order to remain as relevant as 
possible. These initiatives add a wel-
come excitement to our offering. Ms 

Dalene Rostovsky and I witnessed  
this last week when we attended 
a Grade 1 class in which Coding 
was the theme of the lesson. The 
involvement of the students was in-
vigorating as they grappled with the 
elements of the lesson. What stood 
out for me was their comfort when 
accessing the devices on which they 
were working and their determina-
tion to do things correctly.

As said previously, teaching and 
learning should be about action and 

"doing" and this was certainly the 
case as teacher Amanda put these 
willing students through their paces. 
Their ability to embrace and come 

to grips with the demands of the 
lesson augurs very well for future 
ventures into the world of not just 
Coding but Robotics.

Like the President, Dominican 
has a dream to produce more skilled 
and capable digital citizens and we 
are doing all that is needed to ensure 
that this becomes a reality.
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Saturday, 27 July
Speech and Drama Festival, Sacred Heart
St Dominic's Marimba Festival
Carlton Centre Expo

Monday, 29 July
SAHISA Central Region AGM
Grade 3 Outing

10:30 Staff Birthday Tea
Grade 12 Accounting Olympiad

Tuesday, 30 July
Grade 2 Outing
IP Term 2 Reports emailed
G11 Physics Outing, Sci-enza, UP
G12 Life Science Outing, Mellville Koppies

Wednesday, 31 July
Grade 1 Outing
Board of Governors’ Meeting

Thursday, 1 August
07:40 School Mass (Readings – Grade 6J)

Friday, 2 August
09:00 Pre-Primary Grandparents' Tea
14:00 HS Staff Meeting

Upcoming Events

FROM THE HEADMASTER'S DESK

Developing Digital Citizens


