
 

 

Cnr Marshall and Boom, Belgravia, Johannesburg  (011) 614 6943 head@dominican.co.za  

 
www.dominican.co.za          dominicanconventschool          dcsbelgravia  

The Sacred Heart Chapel was a 

buzz as DCS staff congregated to 

begin their year in the best way they 

know, with prayer. The Holy Mass 

was presided over by Fr Lingoane 

from Bosco Youth Centre. He 

dwelt on the “calling” of being an 

educator in his homily, in relation 

to the readings of the day. He was 

clear on educators calling each 

learner by their name, as Jesus did 

when calling His disciples.  

Music, drums, piano and dance 

were the order of the morning as 

Ms Motha led the staff in the cele-

bration. This was the best way to 

have begun work in the New Year!!  

 

“Starting school for me felt         

welcoming as I entered the school 

gates. I was very nervous for Grade 

9 but after receiving the Word of 

God, I was at peace and ready to 

start a brand new and exciting 

year.”  

SIKELELA MONAKALI, 9H 

 

“My first day at school was        

awesome.” 

ASIMWE MATLAOPANE, 1B 

 

“I love being in Grade1.” 

GOMOLEMO MMUSI, 1B 

 

My first day was fine. I am in grade 

3 this year and I have new friends.  

EMMA DDUMBA, 3A 

 

A special start to the year. 

Fr Lingoane prepares the altar for the first Staff Mass of the year. 

Ethos comes Alive 
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Upcoming Events 
  
Monday, 27 January 
08:15  PP RE Orientation Lesson 
Tuesday, 28 January  
 Grade 10 Geography Field Trip 
Wednesday, 29 January 
 Re-Launch of Sesotho Cluster at DCS 
 IsiZulu Cluster Meeting 
16:30 Bedfordview Primary Expo 
Thursday, 30 January 
07:30 School Mass (Readings: HS Choir) 
 Blessing of the Grounds 
 Heads of Clusters Meetings  
 Grade 12 History to Apartheid Museum 

09:40  Assembly 
Friday, 31 January 
 IEB National User Group Conferences 
 End of Orientation—Gr8 Pool Party 
 Combined Headmaster’s Staff Meeting 

Saturday, 01 February 
 CSO AGM at Sacred Heart College 
 IEB National User Group Conferences 

ALUMNI BRING AND BRAAI 

SATURDAY, 07 MARCH  

RSVP to Ms Sandi Leuta at head@dominican.co.za 

Many people I believe confuse        
happiness with the pursuit of 
"pleasurable things". This is a belief 
that in order to be happy one has to 
chase those things that give us pleas-
ure. Of course "pleasurable things'' can 
and do make us happy but is not    
happiness. 
 
Happiness is a state of mind, a sense of 
being, and is largely the result of hav-
ing one's needs satisfied. A child who 
is generally not a happy person lacks 
the very foundation for a productive 
life. It is important to add that there 
will always be those moments in life 
where there is unhappiness or despair 
but those instances should be the ex-
ception and not the rule. 
 
So what are those basic needs that, 
once satisfied, create a state of happi-
ness in all of us? 
 
Perhaps the most important universal 
need is the establishment and security 
of strong interpersonal relationships. 
After all, this is the very essence of 

being human and provides the spring-
board for a happy state of mind. The 
family unit is the most important    
environment in which this must hap-
pen and extends to the wider friend-
ship circle and beyond. A child's 
school should also promote a culture 
in which relationships are key          
developmental imperatives. 
 
The need for meaning in life is critical 
to the pursuit of happiness.  
 
A life that has no goal is devoid of 
meaning and is fertile ground for an 
unhappy or negative state of mind. 
This is also closely linked to            
motivation, without which success at 
school becomes impossible. 
 
Another important need pertains to 
one's outlook on life, as this deter-
mines how we see and view things. A 
cynical or negative mindset will ulti-
mately lead to an inability to find hap-
piness and enjoyment in the everyday. 
 
Personal wellbeing is another key in-

gredient in this regard. Body and mind 
is a vital component of being happy 
and must be actively pursued. 
 
There are other needs that could be 
discussed. However, the final one that 
I would like to reference is one's envi-
ronment. It is important that people 
feel safe in their environment, have 
enough food to eat and have the     
freedom to make decisions and take 
action that will influence their life. 
 
Let us together, as the Dominican 
community and family, create the    
environment for our children, be it at 
school or at home, so that we meet the 
needs of our children in order for them 
to have the foundation to flourish and     
prosper. 
 

 
  

 

 
Graham Howarth. 

Executive Headmaster 
 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

In pursuit of  happiness 


