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Kwakukhona isikolo esasibizwa ngokuthi yi Dominican. Kule-

sisikolo uthishantloko kwakungu Sr Nathali. Ngohlelo lu-

kaNkulunkulu uSr Nathali wahlangana nenkosikazi eyayibiwa 

ngomaButhelezi. Nantsi indaba yakhe. 

 

“I came to Dominican Convent in 1997 as a part-time staff 

member. The warm reception received drew me back until I 

was permanently appointed as an isiZulu Educator from 1999 

until December 2019.  

 

Dominican Convent is a school I will always recommend to 

any educator who wants to grow Spiritually or otherwise.  

It was so easy for me to work hard because of the support I got 

from the Headmaster and my fellow colleagues. My first pres-

entation of Matric 2001 was 100% tinctured with distinctions. 

This happened every year until my last day. Who can ever fail 

to produce brilliant results in such a conducive teaching atmos-

phere surrounded by such respectful learners and colleagues, 

where unity is the order of the day!! 

Dominican Convent, my School, I will always love and adore 

you”.  

Cosu... Cosu…. Yaphela 

 

Mrs Sonto Buthelezi 

Kwasuka sukela...Cosi 

Ngivumeleni  ngigiye ngithi. 
 
Sokwalisa,  

Sondiya... 

Mnyamana kaNgqengElele, 

Phungashe, 

 
ALILILILILI!!!! MUSHO!!! 
 
Mnandingamondi, 

Wena owadliwa zindlovukazi  

zamlobolela, 

Wena zinyawo ezinehhele, 

Enaganisa izintombi nanganye nan-

gambili!!! 

 

 

"You are the most selfless, loving, wise, gener-

ous, and beautiful teacher I know. One that al-

ways goes out of her way to make sure that her 

students are okay. One who taught us about life 

and took it upon herself to guide us through it. 

One whose words still echo in my mind years 

after you spoke them. A woman whose class was 

so refreshing to enter that you wish that the bell 

would not ring.  

Calling you just a teacher would be robbing you 

of all your well-deserved titles, because you are 

more than that. You are a mother, an advisor, a 

pillar, a supporter, a role model and greatness in 

human form. Siyabonga Ms Buthelezi ."  

Nwabisa Moyo, class of 2019 

 Shenge... IMBOKODO... 
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During my teaching career I have had 
many students ask me for advice re-
garding careers and lines of work 
after school. Some have little idea as 
to what they want to do and so be-
come anxious about what to study or 
what course to apply for at terti-
ary level. 
 
I try to simplify the conversation by 
asking the student what they see as 
their purpose in life and what their 
interests are. This to me becomes the 
platform from which to launch your 
search. Ultimately, you must want to 
get up in the morning excited at what 
the day holds for you. I have never 
regretted becoming a teacher and to 
this day celebrate the fact that I can 
be part of the development of young 
people. 
 
Mrs Sonto Buthelezi is a 
great example of the teacher ''to the 
Manor born.'' That person who gets 

to work each day with a purpose, with 
a goal, and with a passion for what 
she does. At the same time, she is 
widely regarded by students, parents 
and colleagues alike as an educator 
of the highest order. 
 
Despite being past so called retire-
ment age Mrs Buthelezi remained as 
staff for many more years, such was 
the esteem in which she was re-
garded. Her students always per-
formed at very high levels and Mrs 
Buthelezi was known for her skill as a 
teacher in the wider teaching frater-
nity. It was with a certain amount of 
reluctance that we bade her farewell 
after more than two decades at Do-
minican Convent School, at the end 
of 2019. It was her time to retire and 
pursue new avenues in her life. I had 
hoped to say goodbye to her at a 
special Assembly for this very pur-
pose but the COVID-19 pandemic put 
paid to those plans. 

Mrs Buthelezi was someone who I 
not only respected as a teacher but 
whose company I thoroughly en-
joyed, her particular sense of hu-
mour. She is a ''can do'' person, a 
self-starter and someone who is al-
ways motivated to do the best for her 
students. She was a wonderful and 
endearing presence in the staff room 
and often held court with her col-
leagues. 
 
I pay tribute today to a loyal and car-
ing person who I will miss but, more 
importantly, will be sadly missed by 
her students, her very purpose in life. 
 
Hamba kahle Mrs Buthelezi, siy-
abonga iminyaka yakho eminingi yo-
kuzikhandla nempumelelo!! 

 
 
 

Mr Graham Howarth 
Executive Headmaster 

Siyabonga 
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“You were not only my IsiZulu teacher but an advisor and 
more so a mother. Now that I’m older I understand why 
you were so persistent in instilling in us values such as 
ukuzithanda , ukuhlonipha, selflessness, honesty no-
kuzithoba. Not only are these values important in the 
Zulu culture but I’ve grown to understand just how much 
they impact the decisions we make in life and ideally 
where we end. What carries us through life is not what 
we have but who we are, in us. 
Ngiyabonga MaButhelezi for being exemplary in your 

teachings. You are still so full of life, humor, beautiful as 

ever and you remain this fountain of wisdom. May God 

continue to keep you for us. I have no doubt of the lives 

you are still positively impacting. Ngiyabonga and I love 

you MaButhelezi, Shenge!  Thobeka Ngcongo, 2014 

"Mrs Buthelezi has played an important role in the devel-
opment of the person I am today. She taught me disci-

pline and resilience. Much more than IsiZulu, which was 
what she was teaching me; she taught me that I could 
achieve more than what I was capable of.  Her classes 
always gave me a good laugh and I always felt at home. 
Thank you for being genuine and caring, for inspiring 
growth, instilling and hope in your teachings. You are 
more than just a teacher but a true mentor, friend and life 
changer." Entle Saba, Class of 2016 
 
“Funniest and most loving  and caring teacher I know. 
Always willing to help by making the class as comfortable 
as possible yet still push us to do our best.  I will always 
remember your impact in my life as young boy in high 
school. You had the eye to see when I was down and 
pulled be aside and assured me. You would tell me the 
truth and build me. Ngiyabonga Mama. 
 
Siphesihle Kunene, Class of 2019 


